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3/12 Wurlitzer 100th Birthday Celebration

Wurlitzer Factory Movie + Buster Keaton in The General

Clark Wilson is one of
America’s foremost silent film
accompanists, specializing in
organ scoring that recreates the
musical experience of the picture
palaces of the silent film era.

Since beginning his scoring
career in 1980, Wilson has
presented hundreds of silent film
performances at universities,
concert halls, theaters, film
festivals, and conventions
throughout North America,
Australia, and the UK. He is the
organist of choice for many
ATOS international convention
presentations and has also
performed at conventions of the
American Guild of Organists and
Organ Historical Society. His
scores have been released on
DVD by Kino International, and
he collaborates with Suzanne
Lloyd on presentations of classic
Harold Lloyd comedies.

Since 1992, Wilson has
served as Resident Organist and
organ conservator at Columbus's
Ohio Theatre. He has also per-
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Clark Wilson
RMSC Eisenhart Auditorium

657 East Ave.
Sunday, September 13, 2026
2:00 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

formed at the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences, Walt Disney Concert
Hall, Atlanta’s Fox Theatre,
UCLA's Royce Hall, the Stan-
ford Theatre, Riverside Church
in New York City, and major
film festivals including Toronto,
Cinequest, San Francisco, and
the Los Angeles Conservancy.
Wilson introduced

accredited university course-
work in silent film scoring and
theater organ history at Indiana
University and the University of
Oklahoma, and has written
extensively for organ journals.

Named the 1998 ATOS
Organist of the Year, Wilson is
also an accomplished organ
technician and consultant. He
has worked on more than 200
pipe organ installations and is
one of only two recipients of
both the ATOS Organist of the
Year and Technician of Merit
awards.

The Rudolph Wurlitzer
Factory movie (c. 1925) is a
35mm silent film that is a
walking tour of the inside and
outside of the historic facility.

Buster Keaton’s The General
(1926) is a silent film master-
piece combining comedy,
daring stunts, and Civil War
adventure, widely regarded as
one of the greatest silent films
ever made.

A HISTORY OF THE 3/ 12 WURLITZER AT THE EISENHART
by Richard Neidich

As plans for the new facility
evolved, RTOS member Don
Hall, the first Director of the
Rochester Museum and Science
Center's (RMSC) state-of-the-art

Strasenburgh Planetarium,
realized that the new Eisen-
hart Auditorium would be an
ideal home for a theater
organ. Coincidentally, in the

early 1970s, RTOS members
had purchased Wurlitzer Opus
1492, a 3/8 "special" originally
installed in 1926 in the Capitol
(continued on page 4)
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Watch RTOS on YouTube!

Our YouTube channel is growing!
Look us up and click Subscribe to

see videos of complete concerts,
chamber tours and more on your
phone, computer, or TV.
youtube.com/@Wourlitzer1951
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Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. Just a $1 donation at each
concert pays for the Blower.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

We are beginning our 63rd concert season, and we
have been very busy! Bob Bower has created a
great lineup of talent and themes starting with the
100-year Celebration of the Eisenhart 3/12 Wurlitzer
organ on Sunday, September 13th at the Eisenhart
Auditorium. The season lineup includes well-known
"1 artists, young artists, and artists new to RTOS, as
well as one new venue — more on that later!

Our organs are world class and in top-notch condition having
been prepared for the ATOS Convention back in July. Many
thanks for all the restoration work performed by David Peckham,
Andrew Moore, Crew Chiefs Brian Volkmar and Andrew Magin
with oversight by Bob Bower, and help from Daniel Minnick and
Kevin Scott. The Convention participants were notably impressed
by all the organs and venues. A tremendous amount of time and
effort contributed by your Board, Convention Committee, and the
enthusiastic volunteers created a very successful ATOS
Convention for the 250 people in attendance.

Bob Bower, Jeanette Altavela, and | spent a very rainy Monday
in June at the Greece Historical Society's Strawberry Festival
telling people about our music and concerts. So many people do
not know about us!

We are offering our Fall Membership Special again this year.
Now is the time for everyone to help us bring in new members.
New members will receive free admission to the 2026 fall concerts
when purchasing a 2027 membership!

As we have said in the past, memberships are important to the
continuation of RTOS. However, memberships do not begin to
pay all the bills. We are currently working on an application for an
arts grant from Monroe County. We are thankful for their award
last year and we are hoping to get another award in 2026. We
also received a grant from ATOS this year for organ repair. Our
fall fundraising campaign will begin soon — please consider
increasing your donation if possible. We continue to offer our
membership at $75 a year, believing it is important to make this
affordable for all while continuing to apply for grants and seeking
donations. We are also encouraging everyone to consider artist
sponsorship for our concerts. If you would like to learn how to
sponsor an artist, see Bob Bower or contact him at buffalobob37
@gmail.com or 585-301-6262.

I'm looking forward to a great new season! See you on
September 13th at the Eisenhart celebration!

--Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)
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‘ ATOS CONVENTION JULY 5-10, 2026: A HUGE SUCCESS! I

Convention Committee Co-chairs: Bob Bower and Chris Van Stean. Members: Richard Neidich,
Tim Wagner, Ken Wilson, Ken Dorner, Nancy Wildoner, and Shawn Gordon. They were assisted by
many incredible volunteers (wearing the yellow shirts!) who provided outstanding customer service.
Venues: West Herr Auditorium, Rochester; Eisenhart Auditorium, Rochester; Riviera Theatre, North
Tonawanda; Shea's Buffalo; Syracuse Fairgrounds; Capitol Theatre, Rome; Clemens Center, Elmira.

=~ ‘It has been an absolute
— joy to get reacquainted
with this exceptionally
fabulous 4/23 Wurlitzer
theatre pipe organ.”
--Mark Herman

“Thank you for all your
hard work...the bus
captains, drivers, the
wait staff at meal func-
tions, the volunteers at
the venues-—everyone
was cheerful and help-
ful.” --Lisa Wemett

“Thank you so much for
arranging this incredible
convention! Because of
all of you, it ran smoothly
and featured a wealth of
incredible artists and
magnificent instruments.
"l meant what | said on You and your team did
stage at the Riviera-- may everything possible to

— physically be thousands of make our experience en-
g miles away from my apart- joyable and stress free."
ment in Scotland, but --Jonathan Kleefield
around you all, | feel like :
I’'m home... Thanks for
everything you do in

E ‘ Rochester to keep the the-
""" ~ atre organ alive and well...
~s%*4 the Auditorium is a crown
“| had a blast...| met iewel of the theatre organ
so many great people, world." --Aaron Hawthorne

made great connec-
tions, and heard fan-

"Hats off to an abso-
lutely amazing con-
vention--you all did a
spectacular job!"
--George Gregorio

“Your team did a great
job of hosting. Very
friendly, organized,
and kept things mov-
ing. Big thumbs up to
all of you!” --Richard
& Pam Masching

o8 "Nathan [Avakian], your

¢ playing was so engaging!
| thoroughly enjoyed the
whole experience--your
{ arrangements, your skill,
! your remarks to the audi-
" ence, and of course the
organ. Congratulations on
. a superb convention.
| People really seemed to
: be enjoying themselves."
--Anne Laver, D.M.A.

else could one ask
l for?” --Bill Bartus
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RTOS 2026-2027 CONCERTS

All concerts begin at 2:00 PM. All artists and
dates subject to change. Please check out our
website for latest information.

Clark Wilson Sep 13  Eisenhart Aud
Donnie Rankin Oct 25 West Herr Aud
David Marsh Nov 15  West Herr Aud
Jared Goldinger Dec 13  West Herr Aud
Nathan Avakian Jan 17 West Herr Aud
Ken Double Feb 28  West Herr Aud
Eastman Bunch Apr 4 West Herr Aud
Mark Herman May 16  RIT PAC

Juan Cardona Jun 27  West Herr Aud

OPEN CONSOLE
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Sep6 Oct18 Nov 22 (at West Herr Aud)

REGIONAL EVENTS

Riviera Theatre & Organ
Preservation Society

67 Webster St.

North Tonawanda, NY
(716) 692-2413
www.rivieratheatre.org

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre
646 Main St.

Buffalo, NY

(716) 847-0850
www.sheas.org

Empire State Theatre &
Musical Instrument Museum
581 State Fair Blvd.
Syracuse, NY

(315) 687-3580
www.syracusewurlitzer.com

Fort Hill Performing
Arts Center

20 Fort Hill Ave.
Canandaigua, NY
(585) 412-6043
www.fhpac.org

Binghamton Theatre
Organ Society

236 Washington St.
Binghamton, NY

(607) 773-1495
www.binghamtontos.org

Clemens Center

207 Clemens Center Pkwy
Elmira, NY

(607) 734-8191
www.clemenscenter.org

Theater, Worcester, MA.
Brought to Rochester, it lan-
guished in storage for many
years. Don approached the
RMSC and RTOS with his idea.
All parties agreed and RTOS
bought the organ. It is now
increased to 12 ranks with the
addition of two ranks of strings
and a 16’ Quintadena from the
former Eastman Theater Austin
and the Vox Humana from
Wourlitzer Opus 44, plus piano.

A HISTORY OF THE 3/ 12 WURLITZER AT THE EISENHART (CONTINUED) I

Pipework was reregulated in
the mid-1990s by Clark Wilson
and Brant Duddy to make
the most of the Eisenhart’s
acoustics. The resulting sound
is that of a nicely voiced mid-
sized studio instrument. In the
winter of 2025-2026, a Z-
Tronics combination and MIDI
interface were added to the
previously installed Z-Tronics
relay system.

The organ is currently used

on a regular basis for Open
Console sessions for RTOS
members, silent film festivals,
and other community and social
events. For two seasons in the
late 1990s, all RTOS concerts
were held at the Eisenhart while
the 4/23 console was being
refurbished.

At this month's concert,
RTOS is pleased to welcome
everyone to what is often re-
ferred to as "The RTOS Living
Room."




