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  Born in 1999 in northern 
England, Declan Poole began 
playing the piano at age eight. 
He then developed an interest 
in theatre organ during a visit 
to the Tower Ballroom in Black-
pool when he was 13 years 
old.  He studied theatre organ 
using an electronic organ at 
home and the Wurlitzer at the 
Royalty Cinema in Bowness-on
-Windermere as his practice 
instruments. 
  In 2015, Declan won the 
ATOS UK Young Theatre Or-
ganist of the Year competition 
held at the Musical Museum, 
Kew Bridge, London.  Since 
then, Declan has played in the 
UK’s major theatre organ ven-
ues including Troxy (London), 
Assembly Hall (Worthing), Pa-
vilion (Bournemouth), and the  

Tower Ballroom (Blackpool) 
where his theatre organ experi-
ence first began. 
  To date, Declan has played 
over 60 of the UK’s theatre  
organ installations.  He has 
also played several theatre  
organs in the US and was the 
winner of the 2025 ATOS 
Young Theatre Organist Com-
petition held in Milwaukee, WI. 
  Declan is the current holder 
of the Cinema Organ Society’s 
Ian Sutherland Award, which is 
presented to young organists 
who demonstrate outstanding 
talent and potential. 
  Declan’s interest in the  
theatre pipe organ is not just 
restricted to playing; he has 
been involved in the restoration 
and reinstallation of several 
instruments. 

Declan PooIe  
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, May 10, 2026  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

  The February Blower adver-
tised a February 28th screen-
ing of the Buster Keaton silent 
comedy Steamboat Bill, Jr. at 
Elmira's Clemens Center with 
live accompaniment by The 
Paragon Ragtime Orchestra 
and David Peckham perform-
ing on the 4/31 Marr & Colton 
theater organ.  Despite our 
frigid, snowy, and icy winter, 
Mother Nature “parted the 

Concert Review: David Peckham + Paragon Ragtime Orchestra 

by Tim Wagner 

seas" as it were, on that Sat-
urday providing a dry and 
sunny day which encouraged 
nine RTOS members and 
friends from Buffalo, Roches-
ter, Penn Yann, Binghamton, 
Horseheads, and Remsen, 
NY to travel to Elmira to ex-
perience a rare and treasured 
step back in time.   
  The Clemens Center 
opened as Keeney’s Theater 

in 1925 as a 2,500 seat vaude-
ville and silent film house, de-
scribed as “the largest and 
most magnificent theater be-
tween New York and Buffalo.” 
A 3/20 Marr & Colton theatre 
organ provided accompani-
ment for the silent films.  
  The theater was only three 
years old when Steamboat Bill, 
Jr. was released by United  

(continued on page 4) 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  

(Founded 1964) 
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11 Bly St. 
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—————————— 
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—————————— 
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Bob Bower 
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President’s Letter 

  The May 10th concert featuring Declan Poole is 
the last concert of the 2025-2026 concert season.   
We have enjoyed a variety of artists, a full-length 
silent movie, a short silent movie and a variety of 
themes including “Holiday Celebration” and  
“America the Beautiful.”  We have hosted several 
celebrated artists and encouraged young artists in our 

mission of promoting the theatre organ and its musical traditions.  
  David Peckham made extensive repairs to the 4/23 Wurlitzer 
console with a grant from ATOS.  Our volunteer maintenance 
crew removed the organ console in July and carefully returned it 
to the stage in September.  The maintenance crew removed and 
returned the console again in February for Wicked.  The organ is 
sounding great and will be ready for concerts during the ATOS 
Convention in July. 
  Speaking of which, the Convention Committee is very busy 
finalizing all the details.  We continue to look for ushers and 
drivers for the artists.  If you can help, please email me or talk to 
the Committee members with the flashing signs in the lobby at the 
May concert. 
  We have many things to be thankful for this season.  We are 
thankful to Monroe County for an arts grant received last fall, and 
to our member donors who keep the music flowing.  We are 
thankful to RBTL for all the restoration improvements they are 
making to the theatre building and we continue to enjoy a great 
working relationship with them.  
  We look forward to an exciting 2026-2027 concert season 
starting in the fall.  RBTL will be releasing available theatre dates 
soon, and Bob Bower will be scheduling a great lineup of artists 
and themes.  We will reveal the new season schedule this 
summer! 
  See you at the May concert – and at the Convention in July!  
 

—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)    

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

NEXT PAGE: 
SHOWTIME! 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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April Concert: Eastman Bunch 

Photos by Ted McWharf and Richard Neidich 
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RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

  Declan Poole         May 10   2:00 PM 
 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 

Concert Review (Continued) 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

May 17 
 

The Eisenhart Wurlitzer is now back in working 
order!  However, the schedule beyond May 17 

is still being worked out.  Please check the 
RTOS website or contact Martin Ippolito (see 
page 2 of this Blower) for the latest updates.  

Artists.  Buster Keaton portrays 
dapper college boy William 
Canfield Jr. who comes to visit 
his rough-hewn boat captain 
father in a Mississippi River 
town.  In 2016, the film was se-
lected for preservation in the 
US National Film Registry by 
the Library of Congress. 
  This screening marked the 
ninth collaboration of David 
Peckham and The Paragon 
Ragtime Orchestra.  Their per-
formance of the original film  

score, combined with the sur-
roundings of the beautifully 
restored theater, faithfully rec-
reated a moviegoing experi-
ence from a hundred years 
ago, minus the pipe and ciga-
rette smoke!  A two-hour 
drive to time travel a hundred 
years back for an unforgetta-
ble experience is a small 
price to pay indeed! 
  The Clemens Center web-
site has pages dedicated to 
the theater history and the 

Marr & Colton theatre organ. 
There’s also a link to an en-
gaging video of David Peck-
ham discussing “95 Years of 
Theatre Organ History at 
The Clemens Center” on 
YouTube—I encourage you to 
check it out!   
  Here at RTOS we are so  
fortunate to have the technical 
and artistic talents of David 
Peckham to preserve and pro-
mote the theater organ music 
we love so much.  Thank you! 


