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Professor William 
Porter, widely 
known as a per-
former in the United 
States and  Europe, 
has also achieved 

international recognition for his 
skill in improvisation in a wide 
variety of styles, ancient and 
modern.  He has performed at 
major international festivals 
and academies, including the 
North German Organ Acade-
my, the Italian Academy of Mu-
sic for the Organ, the Smarano 
Organ and Clavichord Acade-
my, Organfestival Holland, the 
Göteborg International Organ 
Academy, the Dollart Festival, 
the Lausanne Improvisation 
Festival, the Festival Toulouse 
les Orgues, the Boston Early 
Music Festival, the Oregon 
Bach Festival, the McGill Inter-
national Organ Academy, East-
man’s Improvfest, and the Na-
tional Convention of the Ameri-
can Guild of Organists. 
  Professor of Organ, Harpsi-
chord, and Improvisation at 
Eastman from 2002 until his 
retirement in 2013, Porter has 
also been a member of the mu-
sic faculty at McGill University 
in Montreal, where he lived 
from 2004 until fall of 2015.  
From 1985 to 2002 he taught 
organ, music history, and mu-
sic theory at the New England 
Conservatory in Boston, and 
from 2001 until 2005 he taught  

as a "Rising Star" in 2024.  Ab-
igail was a prize winner in the 
2023 Baylor University High 
School Organ Competition and 
the American Guild of Organ-
ists 2024 Young Artist Compe-
tition.  In early 2025, she had 
the honor of performing a con-
cert with the Canadian Brass.  
Abigail is a frequent recitalist 
and was previously the Organ 
Scholar at the Cathedral Basili-
ca of St. John the Baptist in 
Savannah, GA from 2022-
2024.   

Originally from the 
United Kingdom, 
Charles Francis is 
a first-year doctoral 
student in the stu-
dio of Nathan 

Laube.  His undergraduate 
studies were at the Royal Bir-
mingham Conservatoire, UK. 
He is no stranger to Eastman, 
completing his master's degree 
in 2025 and making his first 
appearance with the Eastman 
Bunch in 2024.  Charles is As-
sistant Organist at Third Pres-
byterian Church, Rochester 
and organist to the Schola 
Cantorum at Christ Church, 
Rochester.  He has performed 
in the US, Canada, UK, and 
Germany.  He has also per-
formed live on British and 
American radio broadcasts. 
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Eastman Bunch XVII  
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, April 12, 2026  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

improvisation at Yale Univer-
sity.  Porter holds degrees 
from Oberlin College, where 
he also taught organ and 
harpsichord from 1974 to 
1986, and from Yale Universi-
ty. He has recorded on histor-
ic instruments, old and new, 
for the Gasparo, Proprius, 
BMG, and Loft labels.    
  Now residing in Rochester, 
Porter has returned to the 
Eastman School of Music as 
Adjunct Professor of Organ. 
He is an Honorary Member of 
RTOS.  This will be his 14th 
appearance with the 
“Eastman Bunch.”  

Abigail Crafton is 
a second-year un-
dergraduate Or-
gan Performance 
major in the studio 
of Nathan Laube.  

She has studied piano since 
age three, voice since age 
four, and organ since age 
ten.  In 2023, Abigail won 
both the local and southeast 
regional divisions of the 
American Guild of Organists 
Quimby Competition.  As a 
result, she performed at the 
National AGO Convention  
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President’s Letter 

  As I write this at the beginning of March, I’m on the 
Oceania Allura cruise ship enjoying sun and blue 
sky…and wonderful music!  There is a string quartet 
playing several times a day, a pianist in the lounge at 
night, and a band that plays at the pool.  One night 
there was a very interesting program on Puerto Rican 
culture and the history of their music. 

  As RTOS members, we share a love of theatre organ music 
and its tradition. We are very fortunate to have a connection with 
the Eastman School of Music Organ Department. It is a mutually 
beneficial relationship in which we share their amazing talent and 
our world-class organ.  Professor Porter and talented organ 
students are working hard now preparing for our annual Eastman 
Bunch concert on April 12.  Many thanks to Professor Porter for all 
his efforts to carry on this great tradition! 
  I continue to ask for volunteers to assist as ushers and help 
with other tasks.  The ATOS Convention is now just three months 
away in July. We need help with greeting, registration, ushering, 
and artist drivers.  Volunteering is a great opportunity to interact 
with other members and contribute to the organization. Please 
see me at a concert or email me to learn how you can help us 
host a great Convention. 
    

—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)    

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 
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Camden Hulsey is 
a first-year under-
graduate pursuing 
a bachelor’s de-
gree in Applied 
Music in Organ 

Performance in the studio of 
David Higgs. Camden began 
his organ journey at age 15 
when his former piano teach-
er, and Eastman alumni, men-
tioned learning the organ in a 
lesson.  Since then, the organ 
has been the main focus of 
Camden’s life. Not long after, 
Camden would become the 
assistant organist of Sacred 
Heart Cathedral of the Catho-
lic Diocese of Rochester, and  

is still working there today! 
Named one of The 
Diapason’s “20 Un-
der 30,” Andrew 
Johnson plans to 
one day teach and 
inspire the next 

generation of performers, aca-
demics, and church musicians.  
A native of Bloomington, IL, he 
is pursuing a DMA degree in 
Organ Performance and Litera-
ture in the studio of David 
Higgs.  His previous degrees 
are from the Peabody Con-
servatory and Illinois Wesleyan 
University.  His performance   
     
          (continued on next page) 
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has been regularly called upon 
to accompany both instrumen-
tal and choral ensembles on 
the piano and organ.  Timothy 
is currently studying for a 
BMus in Organ Performance at 
the Royal Birmingham Con-
servatoire after being awarded 
the DMC McDonald Founda-
tion Scholarship Award. Timo-
thy has enjoyed competition 
success after being awarded 
first prize at the IAO-RCO Or-
gan Competition, with the final 
taking place at York Minster 
(2024); the London Organ 
Competition held in St Clement 
Danes church, London (2023); 
the Leonard Gibbons Organ 
Competition which was held at 
St Chad’s Cathedral, Birming-
ham (2024); and 2nd prize at 
the Kent County Organ Com-
petition (2024).  He is also ac-
tive as a recitalist and gives 
recitals in venues across the 
UK, most notably Westminster 
Abbey in 2024. Timothy has 
held positions at both Chiches-
ter and Birmingham Cathedrals 
(St. Philips) and is a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Organists. 

Born and raised in 
Shanghai, China, 
Julianne Zhu 
came to the Unit-
ed States for col-
lege in 2017 and 

double-majored in music and 
psychology at Wake Forest 
University with a minor in Ger-
man. It was at Wake Forest 
where Julianne first began 
playing the organ.  In 2020, 
Julianne played at the annual 
Wake Forest Lovefeast; and in 

(continued on next page) 

competition credits include 2nd 
place in the Sursa American 
Organ Competition (2022), 1st 
place in the inaugural James M. 
Weaver Prize in Organ Scholar-
ship (2023) and finalist (2024) 
and semifinalist (2026) in the 
AGO National Young Artists 
Competition in Organ Perfor-
mance.  Andrew is currently Di-
rector of Music and Organist at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Pittsford. 

Originally from 
Hong Kong,  
Jasmine Ngai  
earned a BA in Mu-
sic from the Chi-
nese University of 

Hong Kong in 2024, where she 
studied organ and voice and 
served as an assistant organist 
at the Chung Chi College Chap-
el of the university.  As an avid 
chorister, she also performed 
frequently with the Chung Chi 
Choir and the Hong Kong Phil-
harmonic Chorus.  All told, she 
served as Vice–President of the 
Music Department Student So-
ciety!  Upon graduation, Jas-
mine was awarded the Hong 
Kong Jockey Club Music Schol-
arship for her current pursuit of 
a Master of Music in Organ Per-
formance and Literature in the 
studio of David Higgs.  She also 
sings in the Schola Cantorum at 
Christ Church under Stephen 
Kennedy.  Jasmine won 2nd 
prize at the 2025 Hong Kong 
Chapter AGO Young Organist 
Competition.   
  Augustine Sobeng is a  
native of Shama, Ghana. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Medical Laboratory Technology  

from the Kwame 
Nkrumah Univer-
sity of Science 
and Technology 
(K.N.U.S.T) in 
2014. While 

there, he served as Organist 
and Choirmaster for the Uni-
versity Choir. After gradua-
tion, Augustine served as the 
Principal Organist for the Har-
monious Chorale-Ghana. He 
took the theory and practical 
exams of the Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of 
Music (ABRSM), culminating 
with a diploma certificate, with 
distinction, in the 2018 Organ 
exam.  In 2019, Augustine 
received admission under a 
VPA fellowship award to 
study for his Master’s in Or-
gan Performance in the stu-
dio of Dr. Annie Laver at Sy-
racuse University.  He is cur-
rently pursuing his DMA in 
Organ Performance and Liter-
ature in the studio of Nathan 
Laube and is the organ schol-
ar at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Rochester.  He was 
named to The Diapason’s “20 
under 30” in 2021, along with 
winning first prize in the ‘solo 
instrumental work’ category 
for the Setnor Outstanding 
Artists’ Competition at Syra-
cuse University.  In 2024 he 
was awarded the James B. 
Cochran Award for his out-
standing DMA recital. 

Timothy Stewart 
is an exchange 
student from the 
UK studying with 
Nathan Laube.  
Since arriving, he 
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RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 Eastman Bunch XVII    Apr 12   2:00 PM 
 Declan Poole         May 10   2:00 PM 

 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 
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First Universalist Church, 150 S. Clinton Ave. 
Sundays 1:30-4:00PM 

 
Apr 19 
May 17 

2022, at the inauguration ceremony of President 
Susan Wente.  Julianne received her master’s 
degree and a Professional Artist Certificate from 
the University of North Carolina School of the 
Arts.  In the summers of 2022 and 2023, she 
participated in the Organ Institute at the Oregon 
Bach Festival, studying under Paul Jacobs.  
Julianne was Music Intern at Augsburg Lutheran 
Church and organist at Ardmore Moravian 
Church in Winston-Salem.  She is currently a 
DMA student in Nathan Laube's studio.  Besides 
organ, Julianne is also interested in composition 
and recently won first prize at the Rochester  
Carillon Composition Competition. 

March Concert: Lance Luce 

“America the 
Beautiful”—
the coat  
perfectly 
matched  
the concert 
theme! ;) 


