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Lance Luce Presents
“America the Beautiful”

Lance Luce is an interna-
tionally acclaimed theatre or-
ganist, having played hundreds
of concerts all over the US,
Canada, England, and Austral-
ia. In 2014 he was named
“Organist of the Year” by the
American Theatre Organ Soci-
ety (ATOS). In 2017 he be-
came organist for the Detroit
Red Wings hockey team at Lit-
tle Caesar’s Arena in Detroit.

Lance has played concerts
for numerous chapters of the
ATOS and other affiliated thea-
tre organ groups and clubs.

He has played for national

and regional conventions of the
ATOS in the US and TOSA in
Australia.

At age 18, Lance won first
place honors in the Yamaha
National Electone organ com-
petition in California. The next
year he was appointed the
Head Staff Organist at Radio
City Music Hall in New York,
on the largest Wurlitzer ever
built. Lance has made many

Lance Luce
West Herr Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday, March 15, 2026
2:00 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

recordings, including being
part of the famous Theatre
Organ Greats - A Salute to
Radio City Music Hall.

Lance was house organist
at several family style restau-
rants, two of them in Michigan.
While at the Organ Grinder in
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, he
played for well over a million
patrons in eight years.

Since 1991, Lance has been
a organ consultant. He is the
owner of Allen Organs South-
east Michigan. He is also on
the Allen Artist roster. Lance
has designed and installed
over 350 organs in churches,
homes, and institutions. His
background includes pipe or-
gan maintenance, as well as
electronic organ design, instal-
lation, voicing, pipe interfacing
and MIDI implementation.

Lance is currently on the
staff at the Fox and Redford
Theatres in Detroit, and the
Michigan Theatre in Ann Arbor.
He has been a church organist
for 49 years and is organist at
Cross of Christ Lutheran
Church in Bloomfield Hills, MI.

| 4/23 CONSOLE RELOCATED FOR “WICKED” I

RTOS is extremely fortunate
to have the West Herr Auditori-
um as the home of our 4/23
Wourlitzer theatre organ. The
acoustics, ambience, and the
support from RBTL are second
to none. As the organ rises
from the orchestra pit,

prominently front and center
in the auditorium, it reminds
us what theatre goers experi-
enced nearly 100 years ago
when they attended silent
films and Vaudeville shows
in the great movie palaces.
What you may not know is

that our organ console rests
below a platform in the orches-
tra pit when it is not in use.
Occasionally a Broadway show
comes to town that needs the
full depth of the orchestra pit.
That is the case with “Wicked."
(continued on page 4)
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Watch RTOS on YouTube!
Our YouTube channel is growing!
Look us up and click Subscribe to
see videos of complete concerts,
chamber tours and more on your
phone, computer, or TV.

youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951

Just $1

conaTe

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. Just a $1 donation at each
concert pays for the Blower.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

As | write this, another blast of snow has just
passed through—my driveway has been plowed eight
times in the last eleven days! Unfortunately, the
severe weather warnings from city, county, and state
officials forced us to cancel the January concert.
> While disappointing, safety always comes first, and
LAY we appreciate everyone’s understanding.

Durlng that storm, Bob Bower, Brian Volkmar, Kevin Scott, and
Richie Gregory devoted many hours to producing a video of the
planned concert. We extend our sincere thanks to them for their
dedication and for braving the weather to make it happen. The
recording is available to members on DVD in our Lending Library.
You may also view it online on the RTOS YouTube channel.

Whenever cancellations or important updates arise, we make
every effort to keep everyone informed. Notices are sent via
email, posted on our website, and shared on Facebook and
Instagram. You can also check the RTOS Phone Message Line
at 585-234-2295 for concert updates and special announcements.
If you did not receive the January concert cancellation notice,
please be sure our Membership Chair Ken Wilson has your
current contact information on record.

Your Board of Directors, along with the Convention Committee,
has been very busy preparing for the ATOS Convention in July.
Registration is now open, with Ken Wilson adapting the
registration system for this year. Richard Neidich has been
updating the Convention website at https://atos2026.org/. A great
deal of behind-the-scenes planning, writing, and creative work is
underway to make this an outstanding event.

On the technical front, Brian Volkmar, Bob Bower, and Kevin
Scott have been addressing air leaks on the 4/23 organ. In
addition, Gary Brumbaugh, Ken Wilson, editor Laura Finger, and
| worked hard to prepare the Blower newsletters for two concerts
(January and February) scheduled closer together than normal.

We are always grateful for volunteers and currently have
several opportunities available with RTOS as well as the
upcoming ATOS Convention. We especially need ushers,
Convention registration helpers, and drivers to assist artists
traveling to out-of-town theaters for
practice sessions. Additional concert

B\ A\ ushers would also be welcome. If you
il T ) 4’ are interested in helping, please email

M .\ g or speak with me at an upcoming RTOS
concert. Our organization depends on
volunteers. We train, we're supportive,
and we’d love to have you involved!

—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)


http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951

RTOS keeps our concert ticket price below market value at $15 to
make attendance affordable for everyone. Did you know that we offer
a deep discount to $10 per person for groups of 10 or more? A great
way to help increase attendance at RTOS concerts is for our members
to promote and organize groups of 10 or more people to attend an
RTOS concert. More exposure to our great programs supports our #1
goal of building membership in RTOS. Members Jeanette and Edd
Altavela took advantage of the group discount to invite and sponsor a
very large group of people, nearly doubling attendance at the February
concert! Please contact Chris Van Stean or Gary Brumbaugh for as-
sistance in organizing a group. They can suggest the steps to contact,
promote, and organize a group of family, friends, colleagues, etc.
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Vice-President Bob Bower
& organist Nick Renkosik

The Altavela’s guests were treated to a pre-concert talk
facilitated by Tim Wagner and Gary Brumbaugh.

Above: Some of the Altavela’s guests.
Right: Nick Renkosik at organ console.

Photos: Ted McWharf and Greg Spring.
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RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.

All artists and dates subject to change. Please
check out our website for latest information.

Lance Luce Mar 15 2:00 PM
Eastman Bunch XVII Apr 12 2:00 PM
Declan Poole May 10  2:00 PM

OPEN CONSOLE

First Universalist Church, 150 S. Clinton Ave.
Sundays 1:30-4:00PM

Mar 1
Apr 19
May 17

REGIONAL EVENTS

Riviera Theatre & Organ
Preservation Society

67 Webster St.

North Tonawanda, NY
(716) 692-2413
www.rivieratheatre.org

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre
646 Main St.

Buffalo, NY

(716) 847-0850
www.sheas.org

Empire State Theatre &
Musical Instrument Museum
581 State Fair Blvd.
Syracuse, NY

(315) 687-3580
www.syracusewurlitzer.com

Fort Hill Performing Arts
Center

20 Fort Hill Ave.
Canandaigua, NY

(585) 412-6043
www.fhpac.org

Binghamton Theatre
Organ Society

236 Washington St.
Binghamton, NY

(607) 773-1495
www.binghamtontos.org

Clemens Center

207 Clemens Center Pkwy
Elmira, NY

(607) 734-8191
www.clemenscenter.org

4/23 CONSOLE RELOCATED FOR “WICKED” (CONTINUED) I

That means the console has to be removed from
the pit—not an easy task! The day after Nick Ren-
kosik's performance, RTOS volunteers carefully
raised the console to the stage level. The following
day, RBTL workers rolled the console to a safe
storage location within the building but not before a
brief excursion outdoors from the overhead stage
door to the building entrance near the storage
location. The organ will be returned to the lift in
the auditorium when "Wicked" rolls out of town in
time for Lance Luce's concert on March 15. Many
thanks to the RTOS volunteers and the RBTL
workers who worked meticulously to move the

massive console safely!




