Volume 61, Number 6

RIROSTBlowes

Official Newsletter of the Rochester Theater Organ Society, Inc.

February 2026

7 A, -

Nick Renkosik Presents “Bacharach,
Brubeck, Burlesque, and Beyond!”

Based out of Kenosha, WI,
Nick Renkosik is a nationally
acclaimed organist whose mu-
sical education began at age
four. In high school, he studied
piano with Barbara Paul and
organ with Jelani Eddington.

In 2021, he earned a B.A. in
Instrumental Performance
(organ and piano) at Carthage
College in Kenosha, WI, where
he was a student of Christo-
pher Berry (organ) and Wael
Farouk (piano). He earned a
M.S. in Business Design and
Innovation at Carthage College
in 2024.

Nick was a runner-up in the
2017 ATOS Young Organist's
Competition in Tampa, FL.

Nick is organist and choir
accompanist at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church in
Johnsburg, IL, and the lead or-
gan restoration technician for

Nick Renkosik
West Herr Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday, February 8, 2026
2:00 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

JL Weiler, Inc. in Chicago, IL.
He regularly appears at the
Oriental Theatre in Milwaukee,
WI, presenting pre-picture or-
gan music.

In his free time, Nick enjoys
collecting and restoring art
deco and art nouveau objects
d'art and antiques, time spent
on the shores of Lake Michi-
gan, and reading.

During his
appear-
ance with
 RTOS,
Nick will
be accom-
panying
the silent
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Week
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starring
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2 Keaton.

JOSEPHM. SCHENCK

BUSTER KEATON
ONE WEEK

| 2026 ATOS CONVENTION UPDATES I

RTOS will host the Conven-
tion from July 6--10 at the Dou-
ble Tree Inn on Jefferson Road
in Henrietta. The schedule:

Monday July 6 Pre-Glow:
Brett Valliant will play at the
Clemens Center in Elmira
followed by a visit to the
Corning Glass Museum.

Monday July 6 evening:
Opening concert at the West
Herr Auditorium with Nathan

Avakian.

Tuesday, July 7: Young
Artist Competition in the after-
noon and Ben Forsthoffer at
the West Herr Auditorium in
the evening.

Wednesday July 8: Dave
Wickerham and Aaron Haw-
thorne at the Riviera in North
Tonawanda and Richard Hills
at Shea’s Buffalo.

Thursday July 9 in

Rochester: Mark Herman and
Donnie Rankin.

Friday July 10 After-Glow:
David Peckham at the Capital
Theatre in Rome and David
Marsh at the Syracuse Fair-
grounds.

If you are interested in vol-
unteering at the Convention,
please contact Chris Van Ste-
an and Bob Bower, Co-Chairs.

(continued on pg 4)
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Watch RTOS on YouTube!
Our YouTube channel is growing!

Look us up and click Subscribe to

see videos of complete concerts,
chamber tours and more on your
phone, computer, or TV.

youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951

Just $1

conaTe

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. Just a $1 donation at each
concert pays for the Blower.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

We had so much to present in the January issue, |
gave up my President’s space to fit all of the
accomplishments of the year!

You will see the 2025 RTOS Donor List on page 3.
@ Thank you to everyone who contributes to keep this
/ great organization and the music flowing, including

IR our “secret” contributor and those who contribute to
our donation boxes at the concerts. We are also recognizing
ATOS for their console repair grant, Monroe County for their arts
grant, and RBTL for their contribution of the theater for Russ
Shaner’'s Memorial Concert.

At Tim Schramm’s concert, several people came up to me and
thanked us for presenting programs to their library or group, and
offering the pass to come to one free concert. They had enjoyed
the presentations and were thrilled to be able to hear the organ
music live at the Auditorium Theatre. They were going to tell their
friends about it. You can’t get any better advertising than that! If
you know about groups that regularly meet and have speakers,
please have them contact me or Gary Brumbaugh to schedule a
presentation.

Speaking of which, we were recently asked about the
attendance numbers for our concerts. Gary Brumbaugh keeps
attendance records and has shared information on page 3. One
of the Board's goals is to increase attendance. We have
presented community programs, attended the Greece Strawberry
Festival, partnered with RBTL to add information about RTOS to
their announcements, and added to our publicity announcements
through social media.

Please note the many updates regarding the ATOS Convention
on pages 1 and 4 of this Blower. You can also consult the event
website any time at ATOS2026.org.

—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)

| NEWS FROM ELMIRA I

The Paragon Ragtime Orchestra is returning to the Clemens
Center on February 28 at 2pm. David Peckham will be joining
them (their ninth collaboration!) on the theatre organ in present-
ing the original score to Buster Keaton’s memorable film, Steam-
boat Bill, Jr. Ticket information is available online. Please con-
tact the Clemens Center regarding group pricing.

RTOS members will recall the PRO’s program at the 2019
ATOS Convention which was hosted by us here in western NY.
More recently, David and the PRO have performed at the Clem-
ens Center in 2024, and at Rome’s Capitol Theatre in 2025.



http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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MANY THANKS TO OUR DONORS
(JANUARY 1, 2025—-DECEMBER 31, 2025)

Guardian ($500 or more) Keith Conrad Betty Schaeffer

Janice & Thomas Brewer* James R. Dalberth Rita & David Searle

Gary & Lana Brumbaugh™? Mendal W. & Bertie Dick Linda & Gary Sherwood

Central Indiana Chapter of Gates Historical Society Elizabeth Weber-Worden

ATOS (CICA) Louis Giordano Lisa Wemett

Peter M. & Doris Depew Tonya Kuzylak Alan & Diane Whitcomb

Gary D. Haines Robert Maney David Williams

Robert Hunter G.P. Marshall Phillp Williams

Jessica L. LudekeMA Theresa Mulee

Gail McShane David Pennella Friend ($10 - $24)

Ronald Moffatt Herbert & Jeannette Sohn Mary & Lawrence Tyndall

Glenn G. Roat

Christine Van Stean** Patron ($25 - $49) Additional Awards from:

Roger Wood John Allen ATOS: console repair grant
Sandra & Willliam Brewer Monroe County: arts grant

President’s Circle ($250- Dale & Linda Butts RBTL: free theatre use

$499) Laurence W. & Anne Feasel

Richard & Kay Frenz Thomas H. & Janette Keenan  “Sponsorship of Nancy

Christopher & Lucinda Haag Jack L. & Ginny Kellogg Wildoner

Alex & Debra Heinonen Bill & Sheila Limburg In memory of Russ Shaner

Sally & Charles Parmigiani Karen Noonan AMASponsorship of Zack Frame

Ty Woodward”” Robert Robson performance in memory of
Linda L. Rumble Walter Ludeke

Benefactor ($100 - $249)
Marcia Argust

F L.B
Mr:rr:ﬁzs& Ga?thsB’mkaW RTOS CONCERT ATTENDANCE: PAST 5 YEARS I

John A. Dunham

John & Sandra L. Glantz SEASON AVG ATTENDANCE | TOTAL ATTENDEES
Elizabeth M. Haag

Roger & Bonnie Howlett 2021-2022 (7 concerts) 119 835

John & Phyllis Krest

Pew Charitable Matching Gift 2022-2023 (8 concerts) 158 1266

Carol & Gary Newman”# 2023-2024 (8 concerts)* 182 1457
William Smith

John L. Strawway 2024-2025 (8 concerts) 159 1274
Den_nls A. &_ Margaret Unks Russ Shaner Memorial 203 203

Louis J. Volino

Tim & Ruth Wagner 2025-2026 (3 to date) 165 495

Dan Wilke™ Overall (35 concerts) 158 5530
Sponsor ($50 - $99) NOTE: Attendance numbers count attendees entering after the doors open at
Georgianna Becker 1:15 PM. They DO NOT include the Board members, ushers, ticket sellers,
Brad Bovenzi and set-up people (typically 15-20 people); some of whom arrive hours before
John & Marie Bower concert time to prepare for the event.

*The 2023-2024 season included the December 2023 holiday concert attend-

David Burdick ed by a mystery tour bus consisting of 50 people.
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RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS

All artists and dates subject to change. Please
check out our website for latest information.

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.

REGIONAL EVENTS

Riviera Theatre & Organ
Preservation Society

67 Webster St.

North Tonawanda, NY

Fort Hill Performing Arts
Center

20 Fort Hill Ave.
Canandaigua, NY

(585) 412-6043
www.fhpac.org

Binghamton Theatre

OPEN CONSOLE

sign up to play.

While the Eisenhart Wurlitzer is out of ser-
vice for repairs, you can check the RTOS
website; however, please be sure to call
Martin Ippolito at 585-266-6337 to confirm
dates and times at alternate venues and to

Nick Renkosik Feb 8 2:00 PM (716) 692-2413
Lance Luce Mar 15 2:00 PM www.rivieratheatre.org
Eastman Bunch XVII Apr 12 2:00 PM
Declan Poole May 10  2:00 PM Shea’s Buffalo Theatre
646 Main St.
Buffalo, NY

(716) 847-0850
www.sheas.org

Empire State Theatre &
581 State Fair Blvd.

Syracuse, NY
(315) 687-3580

Musical Instrument Museum

www.syracusewurlitzer.com

Organ Society

236 Washington St.
Binghamton, NY

(607) 773-1495
www.binghamtontos.org

Clemens Center

207 Clemens Center Pkwy
Elmira, NY

(607) 734-8191
www.clemenscenter.org

Ken Wilson is Registrar. Here
are a couple opportunities to
consider:

1. If you would like to have
some one-on-one time with
one of our Convention artists,
we need drivers to take them
to practice in Buffalo, North To-
nawanda, Syracuse, Elmira, or
Rome.

2. We will need ushers for
all of the Rochester concerts,
as well as greeters at the hotel
on Sunday and Monday.

Lastly, this is an event for
ATOS members only. RTOS
members wishing to attend
the Convention MUST apply
for ATOS membership, which
is open to everyone who
shares an interest in the
preservation and promotion of
the theatre pipe organ. Mem-
bership includes a subscrip-
tion to Theatre Organ, the
Journal of the ATOS. ATOS
is currently running a 50% off
membership offer ($35) for

ATOS CONVENTION UPDATES (CONTINUED) I

NEW members and for mem-
berships which have lapsed for
more than two years. Take the
time now to sign up!! Here is
the link to the Promotional
Membership webpage: https://
membership.atos.org/
promotional. For questions,
please contact Donna Parker,
ATOS Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 6491, Aloha, OR
97007-0491 by mail, (503) 642
-7009 by phone, or email:
d.parker@atos.org.




