
 

 

  Alongside nine successful 
concerts, RTOS delivered the 
following significant accom-
plishments in 2025: 
 
Financial 
1. Artist sponsorships were re-
ceived for three concerts: 
 a. Jessica Ludeke sponsored 
Zach Frame in memory of her 
father Walter H. Ludeke. 
 b. Tom and Jan Brewer spon-
sored Nancy Wildoner. 
 c. Russ Shaner and numer-
ous contributors sponsored the 
entirety of the Shaner Memori-
al Concert in July.  RBTL did  
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Machine: Selections Across the Decades” 
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  Richie Gregory of Colum-
bus, OH has had a lifelong in-
terest in the theatre pipe organ. 
  During its short life from 
1999-2010, Richie’s grandpar-
ents took him to visit the Roar-
ing 20’s Pizza and Pipes in  
Ellenton, FL.  The restaurant, 
featuring a Wurlitzer pipe or-
gan, left a lasting impression.  
Richie religiously listened to 
CDs of Bill Vlasak and Dwight 
Thomas on a portable CD play-
er throughout his early child-
hood. 
  Richie has competed twice 
in the Young Theatre Organist 
Competition hosted by the 
American Theatre Organ 

and 2019.  He served as the 
Youth Advisor to the Board of 
Directors for ATOS from 2020 
to 2023. 
  Richie graduated from  
Capital University in 2024 with 
a Bachelor of Music in Music  
Education.  He enjoys golfing, 
spending time with his nieces 
and nephew, and girlfriend  
Joanna. 

Richie Gregory 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, January 25, 2026  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

Society (ATOS). He was a  
finalist both times in 2016  

RTOS Accomplishments 2025 

not charge for use of the the-
ater. 
2. A compelling grant applica-
tion prepared by Bob Bower, 
Richard Neidich, and David 
Peckham netted a $21,000 
grant from ATOS for organ 
repairs in August. 
3. A comprehensive applica-
tion prepared by Chris Van 
Stean, Gary Brumbaugh, Bob 
Bower, and Richard Neidich 
netted an $8,750 arts grant 
from Monroe County in No-
vember. 
4. Bob Hunter and Chris Van 
Stean continue to negotiate  

interest rates and terms on in-
vestments (typically CDs) with 
banks to maximize returns. 
5. RTOS Treasurer’s books 
were audited by Richard Nei-
dich.  Richard concluded: “Our 
treasurer Robert Hunter is  
doing an admirable, well-
organized effort in managing 
our financial transactions and 
records…These efforts, in co-
ordination with having an ac-
countant prepare our annual 
reports, provide RTOS with a 
set of records and underlying 
processes that will be hard 
to improve.” 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  

(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

Membership Chair 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

membership@rtosonline.org 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 

—————————— 
Blower Editor 

Laura Finger 
labf78@gmail.com 

—————————— 
Open Console 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
Program Chair 

Bob Bower 
(585) 301-6262 

programming@rtosonline.org 
—————————— 

Publicity 
Gary Brumbaugh 
(585) 329-1999 

publicity@rtosonline.org 

RTOS Accomplishments 2025 (continued) 

Organ Maintenance (Preservation) 
1. Brian Volkmar contracted and supervised upgraded electrical 
wiring in preparation for a larger motor for the organ blower. 
2. Bob Bower and Brian Volkmar installed a steam humidifier in 
the solo pipe chamber to improve humidity control in dry weather. 
3. The 4/23 organ console was removed and transported to David 
Peckham’s shop for repairs and restoration of pneumatics, stop 
contacts, and new wiring. The console was returned in time for the 
October concert. 
4. Kevin Scott has begun refurbishing the Eisenhart 3/12 organ. 
Education 
1. Community outreach programs were presented by Chris Van 
Stean, Gary Brumbaugh, Bob Bower, and Tim Wagner: Gates 
Historical Society (March), Eastside YMCA (March), Greece 
Strawberry Festival (June), Greece Library (September), Rainbow 
Seniors (October). 
2. The Eastman Bunch presented a program in March.  Professor 
Bill Porter coordinated practice and teaching times with Brian 
Volkmar in the middle of the electrical wiring project. 
3. Young organist Camden Church performed during the second 
half of the Eastman Bunch event.  RTOS arranged for lessons 
with Jelani Eddington for Camden. 
2026 ATOS Convention 
1. Richard Neidich created and populated an informative website. 
2. The schedule and budget created by Bob Bower and Ken 
Dorner was approved by ATOS in July. 
3. Bob Bower scheduled the artists and venues. 
4. “Save the Date” cards were designed by Bob Bower and 
Richard Neidich and printed and donated by “Visit Rochester” and 
distributed at the 2025 ATOS Convention in Milwaukee in July. 
5. Bob Bower created the ATOS 2026 Convention Video with 
voiceover by Ken Double, presented it at the 2025 ATOS 
Convention, and posted it on the RTOS YouTube Channel. 
Staffing 
With the passing of Russ Shaner in March: 
1. Bob Bower was named 4/23 Crew Chief. 
2. Gary Brumbaugh was named Publications Chair. 
3. Richard Neidich was appointed to fill the Past President role for 
the remainder of Russ Shaner’s term. 
4. Shawn Gordon was appointed as Director to serve the 
remainder of Richard Neidich’s term. 
Publicity 
1. Gary Brumbaugh created posters and programs for each 
concert.  He also worked with RBTL staff to include our upcoming 
concert information in their monthly email blast to subscribers, 
thus expanding our community reach. 
2. Webmaster Richard Neidich updates the RTOS website for 
each event.                                                   (continued on page 4) 

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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December Concert: Tim Schramm & Friends 

by Laura Finger, Ed Horvath, Ted McWharf, Richard Neidich, Greg Spring 

Middle two 
rows: Our 
amazing artists 
this afternoon!  

Left: Tim Wagner and 
“Finster Baby” entertained in 
the 2nd floor lobby during  
Intermission. 
 
Right: Emma Finger (2-1/2 
years), daughter of Blower 
editor Laura, met Santa 
Claus (Shawn Gordon) and 
Santa's Helper (Ed Horvath)!  
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REGIONAL EVENTS 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President, Program Chair 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Richard Neidich, Past-President, Webmaster 
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity & Publications 
Shawn Gordon, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director  
Greg Spring, Director, Librarian 
Brian Volkmar, Director, Safety Coordinator 
Tim Wagner, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 

 

RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 
 

 Richie Gregory       Jan 25   2:00 PM 
 Nick Renkosik        Feb 8    2:00 PM 
 Lance Luce          Mar 15   2:00 PM 
 Eastman Bunch XVII    Apr 12   2:00 PM 
 Declan Poole         May 10   2:00 PM 

 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 

While the Eisenhart Wurlitzer is out of ser-
vice for repairs, you can check the RTOS 
website; however, please be sure to call 
Martin Ippolito at 585-266-6337 to confirm 
dates and times at alternate venues and to 
sign up to play.  

RTOS Accomplishments (Continued) 

3. Gary Brumbaugh posts  
content on Facebook and  
Instagram.  RTOS Facebook 
Group membership increased 
from 214 to 232 members and 
RTOS Instagram followers in-
creased from 93 to 155 since 
last November. 
4. Bob Bower posts concert 
videos with artists’ permission 
to the RTOS YouTube Chan-
nel.  Subscribers increased 
from 772 to 888 since last  
November. 

Community 
1. Russ Shaner’s piano was 
donated to West Herr Audito-
rium. Bob Bower coordinated 
the donation and Gary Brum-
baugh created and installed a 
dedication plaque.  
Housekeeping 
1. Storage areas were sorted 
and unwanted materials do-
nated or discarded so that 
needed space was reduced.  
Bob Bower then negotiated 
for revised space in the  

Auditorium Theatre, which is 
more convenient and less  
costly. 
2. RTOS Policies were created 
regarding whistleblowers and 
conflicts of interest. 
3. The First Aid kit at the West 
Herr Auditorium was updated 
as the result of an incident  
during one of our concerts.  
Member nurses Susan Shukis 
and Geraldine Speck assisted 
along with Matt from RBTL  
Security. 


