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Tim Schramm & Friends Return
for “A Holiday Celebration”

Tim Schramm is a native
of Rochester, NY and is no
stranger to piano and organ.
He showed a keen interest in
and started playing the piano
at age six. Atthe age of 10
his parents introduced him to
the Mighty Wurlitzer theatre
organ in the Auditorium Thea-
tre in Rochester, and it was
love at first sight! Since that
day the organ has become his
passion. Tim played his first
church service at the age of 11,
and has continued play church
services, weddings, funerals,
organ dedications, and theatre
organ concerts.

As a teenager, Tim traveled
with the Harmonaire’s Gospel
Quartet out of Buffalo, NY
where he developed his South-
ern Gospel style piano skills.
The quartet recorded four LP
albums during his time with
them. Tim has produced a CD
titted Songs of Reflection &

Tim Schramm &

Friends
West Herr Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday, December 21, 2025
2:00 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

Hope that features his piano
artistry.

Cecile Saine

Tim is retired from the Roch-
ester City School District where
he was a full-time accompanist
for The School of the Arts. He
is currently Director of Music
for St. Michael’s Catholic
Church in Newark, NY and As-
sistant Organist for St. Francis
Catholic Church in Geneva,
NY.

Over the years, Tim has
been extensively involved with
RTOS. He has served as Vice
-President and Program Chair.
Over the last 20 years, he has
produced and directed the well
-loved “Christmas Follies.”
When the pandemic hit and
RTOS couldn’t hold in-person
concerts, Tim graciously of-
fered his home and talents to
video a large share of the
Christmas Follies for RTOS
members to watch on You-
Tube. The performance cur-
rently has over 4,000 views

(continued on page 2)

Sam Wersinger
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Visit the RTOS
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Watch RTOS on YouTube!
Our YouTube channel is growing!
Look us up and click Subscribe to
see videos of complete concerts,
chamber tours and more on your
phone, computer, or TV.

youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951

Just $1

conaTe

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. Just a $1 donation at each
concert pays for the Blower.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Thanks to the members who attended the Annual
Meeting before the November concert. Richard
Neidich will be posting the Annual Report on the
RTOS website.

| am happy to report that Monroe County awarded
| RTOS an arts grant of $8,750. Richard Neidich, Gary
@5F Brumbaugh, and | spent many hours gathering
mformatlon to complete the application. This grant and the recent
American Theatre Organ Society (ATOS) grant of $21,000 for
restoration of the organ console in preparation from the
Convention made a positive impact on our financial well-being!
We continue to search for grants and donations to keep the music
flowing on our world-class theatre organ at a great price!

| was reminded at the Annual Meeting that donating to RTOS
through your RMD could save you on taxes. Ask your financial
advisor if it would benefit you to contribute through your RMD.

Election Results: Officers Christine Van Stean (President), Bob
Bower (Vice-President), Ken Wilson (Secretary), and Bob Hunter
(Treasurer), along with Directors Ted McWharf, Brian Volkmar,
and Tim Wagner were re-elected to serve two-year terms. We
thank them for their continued service!

| would like to take this opportunity at year-end to remind you
about the valuable time and skills that all of our Officers, Board of
Directors, maintenance crews, ushers, box office, open console,
wheelchair ushers, publicity, and publications staff contribute to
the RTOS organization. No one gets paid. Every effort comes
from the goodness of their hearts and the desire to contribute to
the improvement of RTOS. It is a pleasure to work with such
wonderful and caring people!

See you at Tim Schramm'’s holiday concert!

—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)

| TIM SCHRAMM & FRIENDS (CONTINUED) I

and can be seen on RTOS’s YouTube channel. Tim is also the
House Organist for the Rochester Broadway Theatre League
(RBTL) where the RTOS-Grierson 4/23 Wurlitzer is installed.

Recently, Tim was honored to be invited to play a noon recital
on the world’s largest pipe organ, the 449 rank Midmer-Losh in
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, and he is scheduled for a second
appearance. Tim has traveled to England many times to perform
in the Byron Jones Organ Festivals and has also played for the
Kingston Theatre Organ Society in Canada.

Tim’s website is timschramm.com and he has a YouTube
channel which you are invited to watch, subscribe, and like!
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4/23 CONSOLE MAINTENANCE

A series of maintenance
phases on the RTOS-Grierson
4/23 Wurlitzer console have
occurred. In 1972, the second-
ary actions were professionally
recovered. Between 1995-
1997, the console was subject-
ed to pedal and keyboard ad-
justments, blow-box actions
recovered, and the shell being
totally refinished (the second-
ary action pneumatics were not
recovered since they had been
redone in 1972).

Many may not be aware that
the 4/23 console utilized air
from the organ blower to oper-
ate its stop tab combination
changes. Just like the pipe
chests in the chambers, each
stop tab utilizes a small pair of
pneumatics to move the tab off
or on when the combination
action is activated by one of
the many white piston buttons
below each keyboard. To send
stop tab off or on electrical con-
nection to the relay, each tab
has a contact block with small
contacts, shunted by the tab
arm as it moves from the off to
on position.

by Richard Neidich

This summer it was re-
quired to not only recover the
pneumatics, but also replace
the contact blocks and rewire
their connections in the back
of the console. Several
RTOS members assisted with
moving the console from the
West Herr Auditorium Theatre
to David Peckham’s work-
shop in Elmira as well as re-
turning it to Rochester after
the work was completed.

In all, the proposed tasks

P
w7

4 //( '/
Z iy, e

involved 359 man hours of
work and materials totaling
$34,000. Fortunately, the
ATOS provided RTOS with a
$21,000 grant, significantly
reducing the overall impact
on RTOS resources.

Work included pneumatic
removal and recovering,
removal and installation of
new contact blocks and wiring,
adjustment of all mechanical
actions and some keyword
regulation.
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RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS

All artists and dates subject to change. Please
check out our website for latest information.

Tim Schramm Holiday Dec 21 2:00 PM

Richie Gregory Jan 25 2:00 PM
Nick Renkosik Feb 8 2:00 PM
Lance Luce Mar 15 2:00 PM
Eastman Bunch XVII Apr 12 2:00 PM
Declan Poole May 10  2:00 PM

OPEN CONSOLE

While the Eisenhart Wurlitzer is out of ser-
vice for repairs, you can check the RTOS
website; however, please be sure to call
Martin Ippolito at 585-266-6337 to confirm
dates and times at alternate venues and to
sign up to play.

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.

REGIONAL EVENTS

Riviera Theatre & Organ Fort Hill Performing Arts
Preservation Society Center

67 Webster St. 20 Fort Hill Ave.

North Tonawanda, NY Canandaigua, NY
(716) 692-2413 (585) 412-6043
www.rivieratheatre.org www.fhpac.org
Shea’s_Buffan Theatre Binghamton Theatre
646 Main St. Organ Society
Buffalo, NY 236 Washington St.
(716) 847-0850 Binghamton, NY
www.sheas.org (607) 773-1495

.binghamtontos.
Empire State Theatre & www-binghamtontos.org

Musical Instrument Museum Clemens Center

581 State Fair Blvd. 207 Clemens Center Pkwy
Syracuse, NY Elmira, NY

(315) 687-3580 (607) 734-8191
www.syracusewurlitzer.com www.clemenscenter.org

NOVEMBER CONCERT: JELANI EDDINGTON I




