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  Jelani Eddington was born 
in Muncie, IN and grew up in a 
very musical family.  Between 
his mother who was a profes-
sional music teacher, and his 
grandmother who was a piano 
instructor, it was no surprise 
when Jelani demonstrated an 
inclination toward music at an 
early age. 
  Jelani began piano lessons 
at age four under the direction 
of his grandmother.  At age 
eight, he first heard the 4/42 
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ 
installed in the Paramount Mu-
sic Palace in Indianapolis, IN. 
Soon thereafter, he pursued 
classical organ lessons and 
then began studying theatre 
organ with John Ferguson. 
  At age 13, Jelani won the 
ATOS Young Theatre Organist 
Competition, prevailing over 
competitors ages 13-21 from 
the US, England, Australia, 
and New Zealand. He remains  

graduate Magna Cum Laude 
from Indiana University in 
1996, and later earned his  
Juris Doctor degree from Yale 
Law School in 1999.  
  Jelani has been featured at 
numerous ATOS Conventions 
and has toured extensively 
throughout the world.  He has 
produced and marketed over 
30 theatre organ albums on 
some of the best-known instru-
ments in the country.  In 2014, 
Jelani became the first—and to 
date only—musician to have a 
video of his theatre organ per-
formance go “viral.” Within a 
few short weeks, his perfor-
mance of John William’s Star 
Wars Symphonic Suite was 
viewed on YouTube over one 
million times in more than 200 
countries around the world! 
  Jelani performed his first 
RTOS concert in 1995 and we 
are welcoming him back here 
for his 14th appearance! 

Jelani Eddington 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, November 9, 2025  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

during this convention was to 
the Organ Piper Pizza in 
Greenfield, Wisconsin. 
  The centerpiece of the Or-
gan Piper Pizza restaurant is 
their 3/30 Wurlitzer pipe organ.  
The console was originally built    

(continued on page 3) 

the youngest competitor ever 
to win this title.  He went on to  

musical instruments such as 
player pianos, nickelodeons, 
music boxes, etc.  These con-
ventions typically include bus 
tours to music-related ven-
ues, workshops, socializing, 
and visits to private collec-
tions.  One of the bus tours 

A Visit to Organ Piper Pizza in Greenfield, Wisconsin 

by Glenn Roat, RTOS Member 

  In August, I attended the 
joint AMICA/MBSI Convention 
in Schaumberg, Illinois.  AMI-
CA (Automated Musical Instru-
ment Collectors Association) 
and MBSI (Musical Box Socie-
ty International) are two  organi-
zations devoted to automatic  
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President’s Letter 

  Please join your Board of Directors for the 2025 
RTOS Annual Meeting at 12:30 PM on Sunday, 
November 9, 2025, at the West Herr Auditorium 
Theatre.  We will review the past year’s accomplish-
ments as well as the financial and operational status 
of the organization.  Please support your hard-
working volunteer Board by attending this important 

meeting conveniently scheduled just prior to Jelani Eddington’s 
performance at 2:00 PM. 
  The Board is committed to preserving our theatre organs in 
world-class, operational condition.  We have invested in new 
electrical wiring in anticipation of a blower upgrade, installed an 
improved humidifier in the main pipe chamber, and just completed 
extensive organ console refurbishment.  We are grateful for a 
grant of $21,000 from ATOS to help fund the console repairs. 
Many thanks to Bob Bower, Brian Volkmar, Kevin Scott, Greg 
Spring, Bob Hunter, Rick McCutchan, and Ted McWharf who 
carefully removed and transported the console to Horseheads, NY 
in July to have David Peckham perform his repair magic before 
the console was safely returned in late September. 
  The Board is also committed to making the theatre organ and 
its music available to everyone.  Children, including college 
students, are admitted to our concerts free of charge in support of 
our mission of education about the theatre organ.  We purposely 
keep our membership prices the best bargain in town so that 
everyone has access to our great programs.  
  Our membership fees do not begin to cover our expenses.  We 
are continually seeking grants to help support our mission.  We 
also offer artist sponsorships to donors to help fund concerts.  We 
have been extremely fortunate to have received sizable bequests 
from members. The cash contributions dropped in the donation 
boxes at each concert are appreciated, and help pay for 
printing.  Finally, the Annual Fund Drive is very important to our 
continued success as an organization.  Please consider donating 
to the fund drive to keep the music flowing!  
  The Convention Committee is busy working on next July’s 
ATOS Convention hosted by RTOS.  We will need greeters and 
ushers, artist drivers, and registration staff.  There is a form 
available at the membership table for those who are interested in 
participating as a volunteer.  Please fill out the form and I will 
contact you, or you can come talk to me in the lobby! 
  Looking forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting and Jelani 
Eddington’s concert! 
 

—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org) 

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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in 1929 for the Seneca Theater 
in Buffalo, NY.  Many of the 
pipes are visible behind two 
large “windows.”  Drums,  
cymbals, and other special ef-
fects are mounted to the walls 
and ceiling.  You can visit the  
Organ Piper Pizza’s website 
(www.organpiperpizza.com) for 
more details about the organ. 
  Zach Frame was our organ-
ist for the lunchtime show.  He 
performed for RTOS back in 
February.  Zach did a great job 
of entertaining us and show-
casing many of the organ’s  

special effects such as the  
“ducks.”  
  The venue is not huge, yet 
the organ music did not over-
whelm the space.  It was pos-
sible to carry on a conversa-
tion, albeit in a slightly louder 

voice, while the organ was be-
ing played.  Overall, I thought it 
was a great experience, and 
the pizza was delicious!  I 
strongly recommend a visit if 
you have never been to a 
“pipes and pizza” parlor.  

Organ Piper Pizza (Continued) 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society 
2025 Annual Fund Drive 

 

Suggested Donation Levels: 
Sponsorship Level    Single Donation               Sponsorship Level    Single Donation 

    President’s Circle       $500+                      Sponsor           $50 - $99 
    Guardian            $250 - $499                  Patron            $25 - $49 
    Benefactor           $100 - $249                  Friend             $10 - $24 

 

Send completed form and your contribution to:                     Method of Payment: 
 RTOS c/o Ken Wilson - Secretary                            Check/Money Order     Credit Card 
 11 Bly Street 
 Rochester, NY 14620                                    Amount of Contribution _________ 
 

                 Credit Card Number ______________________ Expiration Date ________ CSC _________ 
Make checks/money orders payable to: RTOS                             MM/YY  3 digit code on card back 

 

Please print legibly and include phone and/or email 
 

Name/s: 
 

Address: 
 

Email:                                       Phone: (      )         -           
 

RTOS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 
100% of your contribution may be tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the annual list of donors unless otherwise specified 
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REGIONAL EVENTS 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President, Program Chair 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Richard Neidich, Past-President, Webmaster 
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity & Publications 
Shawn Gordon, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director  
Greg Spring, Director, Librarian 
Brian Volkmar, Director, Safety Coordinator 
Tim Wagner, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 

 

RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

 RTOS Annual Meeting     Nov 9  12:30 PM 
 Jelani Eddington      Nov 9    2:00 PM 
 Tim Schramm Holiday   Dec 21   2:00 PM 
 Richie Gregory        Jan 25   2:00 PM 
 Nick Renkosik        Feb 8    2:00 PM 
 Lance Luce          Mar 15   2:00 PM 
 Eastman Bunch XVII    Apr 12   2:00 PM 
 Declan Poole         May 10   2:00 PM 

 
OPEN CONSOLE 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 

Nov 16 and Dec 7 from 1:30 to 3:30 PM at First 
Universalist Church 
 
Jan 4 from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the West 
Herr Auditorium Theatre 

October Concert: Brett Miller Accompanies “Metropolis” 


