
 

 

Brett Miller Opens Season with Silent 
Film Accompaniment of Metropolis 

October 2025 Volume 61, Number 2 

Official Newsletter of the Rochester Theater Organ Society, Inc. 

  Brett Miller is an active  
organist, conductor, and  
arranger who specializes in  
silent film accompaniment.  An 
award-winning organist, Brett 
has continued his academic 
involvement and advocacy for 
the education and preservation 
of silent films through perform-
ing “live to picture.” He serves 
as artistic director of the Em-
pire Film and Media Ensemble, 
a non-profit based in Roches-
ter, NY that advocates for the 
education, performance, and 
production of film music.  The 
ensemble shares a close rela-
tionship with the Beal Institute 
of Film Contemporary Media at 
the Eastman School of Music. 
  Brett’s recent scores have 
been recorded with organiza-
tions such as the Eye Filmmu-
seum, the Friedrich-Wilhelm-
Murnau Foundation, Kino 
Lober Classics, and Milestone 
Films. He has been featured at 
various film festivals and has 
played events in conjunction 
with film preservationists from 
the Library of Congress and 
George Eastman House. In 
2023, Brett played to a sold-out 
performance of Nosferatu at 
Marian Anderson Hall in con-
junction with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra.   
  Brett studied organ with  
Jelani Eddington and piano 
with Beth Crompton and Jo-
seph Rackers of the Eastman  

as a pioneering science-fiction 
film, being among the first fea-
ture-length ones of that genre.  
Filming occurred in 1925–26, 
costing more than $20 million. 
  Made in Germany during the 
Weimar period (1919-1933), 
Metropolis is set in a futuristic 
urban dystopia and follows the 
attempts of Freder, the wealthy 
son of the city master, and  
Maria, a saintly figure to the 
workers, to overcome the vast 
gulf separating the classes in 
their city and bring the workers 
together with Joh Fredersen, 
the city master.  The film’s 
message is encompassed in 
the final inter-title: “The Media-
tor Between the Head and the 
Hands Must Be the Heart.”  
Metropolis is now regarded as 
one of the greatest and most 
influential films ever made, 
ranking 67th in Sight and 
Sound’s 2022 critics’ poll.  In 
2001, the film was inscribed  
on UNESCO’s Memory of the 
World International Register, 
the first film thus distinguished.  

On January 
1, 2023,  
the film’s 
American 
reserved 
copyright 
expired, 
thereby en-
tering it into 
the public 
domain. 

Brett Miller 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, October 5, 2025  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

School of Music.  He studied 
film accompaniment with Ben 
Model and Bernie Anderson.  
A native of Bedminster, PA, 
Brett is an alumnus of the 
Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 
Institute.  He is currently pur-
suing a master’s degree in 
orchestral conducting with 
Neil Varon at Eastman. 

—— 
  Metropolis is a 1927 Ger-
man expressionist science-
fiction silent film directed by 
Fritz Lang and written by 
Thea von Harbou based on 
the 1925 novel of the same 
name.  Metropolis is regarded 
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President’s Letter 

  We are beginning our 62nd concert season!  It will 
be an exciting and very busy season, culminating  
with the 2026 ATOS Convention hosted by RTOS  
in July.  We look forward to a full-length silent movie 
in October, our bi-annual Tim Schramm holiday 
program, the Eastman Bunch, and a new young artist 
named Declan Poole.  Several seasoned favorites  

will return: Jelani Edington, Richie Gregory, Nick Renkosik, and 
Lance Luce. 
  This issue is our annual election issue and includes your 
Election Ballot card.  The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
November 9th at 12:30 PM before the concert.  Please complete 
your Election Ballot now and plan to attend the Annual Meeting! 
  According to the RTOS Bylaws, the RTOS Board consists of 4 
officers, the immediate past-president, and 6 elected directors.  
The passing of Russ Shaner left the Past-President position 
open.  Per the Bylaws: "In the event of a vacancy on the Board  
of Directors for any reasons whatsoever, the remaining Directors 
may appoint a successor to serve out the balance of the term."    
In August the Board appointed Director Richard Neidich to 
assume the role of the Past-President. Richard is not only a 
Founding Member of RTOS, but also an Honorary Member who is 
still very active in all aspects of RTOS.  He has also served as 
Chairman of the ATOS Board.  To fill Richard's Director position, 
the Board appointed Shawn Gordon to serve the remainder of 
Richard's two-year term.  Shawn has been assisting Bob Bower 
with concert tasks and is active on the 2026 Convention 
Committee.  The current 4 officers and 3 directors (Ted McWharf, 

(continued on page 4)  

Election Summary 
  This year's election is for all four officers plus three directors for two-year terms ending December 31, 
2027.  Chris Van Stean for President, Bob Bower for Vice-President, Robert Hunter for Treasurer, and Ken 
Wilson for Secretary.  Ted McWharf, Brian Volkmar and Tim Wagner are running as directors for two-year 
terms.  Gary Brumbaugh and Greg Spring will serve the second year of their current two-year terms, and 
Shawn Gordon is filling the remainder of Richard Neidich’s two-year term as the latter was appointed to the 
vacant Past-President role.   

Voting Eligibility 
  All 2025 Full and Honorary Members are asked to vote on the Official Ballots that are mailed with your 
copy of the Blower. New 2026 Full Members, all Associate Members, and those who get a complimentary 
copy of the Blower will receive blank or voided ballots since they are ineligible to vote in this year's election 
(postal regulations requiring equal weight for all individual mailings is the reason for dummy ballots for 
members ineligible to vote).  If you are eligible to vote, please refer to the ballot for further details. Write-in(s) 
are acceptable and space is provided for this purpose. 

Voting Procedures 
  Ballots must be received by the Election Teller before 10:00PM on Saturday, November 8, 2025 to be 
valid. You may mail ballots directly to the Election Teller, Marie Bower, 990 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 
14624 or place in the ballot box at the October 5th concert.  We urge all eligible members to cast their ballots 
for the candidates of their choice. 



 

 

For Director - Brian Volkmar 
Brian has been interested in RTOS since he saw a poster in the Auditorium Theatre at an RBTL show 
seven years ago and learned there was a huge organ console buried in the pit!  He has attended most 
RTOS concerts since then.  Brian retired from SUNY Brockport after 25 years and then worked with  
Habitat for Humanity for 17 years. He likes traveling and enjoys theatre of all kinds. 
STATEMENT: I would like to use my enthusiasm for the Arts to help expand the awareness of RTOS and 
this wonderful organ in the Rochester and Western New York area.  
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For Secretary - Ken Wilson 
Ken has been an enthusiast of pipe organ music for 8 years now. He is currently serving his fourth term 
as a member of the RTOS Board. After experiencing his first concert, Ken decided that this genre of 
music should be preserved at all cost. He also appreciates the beauty of the music produced by these 
incredibly complex instruments. His hobbies include tennis, home improvement projects, and baking. 
STATEMENT: I want to help increase membership in RTOS and strive to enhance the overall visibility of 
the magnificent theatre organ we have here. I will do whatever I can to preserve the legacy of RTOS for 
current and future enthusiasts in our community. 

For Vice President - Bob Bower 
Bob has been Vice President, Director, AV guy, YouTube Manager, Website Team, Program Chair, or-
gan maintenance, and currently Co-Chair for the 2026 ATOS Convention.  Organ technology has always 
been a passion of Bob's and he is currently installing a Wurlitzer Theater pipe organ in his home. Bob 
works to generate pipe organ interest with younger people. 
STATEMENT: My desire is to help the organization via program and promotion to attract a larger and 
more diverse audience and membership. 

For Director - Ted McWharf 
As a longtime member of RTOS, Ted is responsible for concert lighting, photography, and assistance with 
other functions as needed.  He is retired from a career in TV broadcasting management and operations. 
He currently enjoys his home, RPO, RBTL, amusement parks, exercise, travel, and dining out.  He was 
the transportation manager for our 2019 ATOS Convention. 
STATEMENT: Membership in RTOS is an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  As a Director, I look for-
ward to improving our great organization and keeping theatre organ playing for many years to come. 

For Treasurer - Robert Hunter 
Robert has served as Treasurer of RTOS since 2018. As Treasurer, he pays the bills and records the 
income. He also satisfies the IRS annual reporting requirements for a not-for-profit organization including 
preparing documents for our accountant, managing investments, compiling monthly treasurer reports, 
making numerous trips to the bank, and attending Board meetings. 
STATEMENT: I enjoy being involved in RTOS business and would be pleased to continue serving RTOS 
in the Treasurer role. I find the Board is easy to work with and energizing, as are the volunteers and art-
ists who make the society work. 

For President - Christine Van Stean 
Chris has been a member of the RTOS Board since 2014. A University of Rochester graduate and retir-
ee, she worked in human resources for over 20 years in organization development, staff development, 
employee relations and recruitment. Chris enjoys organizing activities and introducing the community to 
theatre organ through presentations. She has served RTOS as Director, Secretary, ATOS Convention  
Co-Chair, and President. 
STATEMENT: I would like to continue to use my organizational skills to guide the Board and RTOS in 
setting and meeting its goals. My goals include increasing membership and community awareness of 
RTOS through presentations and community events. 

For Director - Tim Wagner 
With a career in media production & distribution, theatrical projection, broadcast television, distance learn-
ing, and motion picture film archiving, Tim currently works in inventory management support at L3Harris 
Technologies.  Introduced to the Mighty Wurlitzer at the Riviera Theater 42 years ago, Tim first joined 
RTOS in 2000.  Having served RTOS as photographer and Board Secretary, he currently works with 
President Chris Van Stean and Publicity Chairman Gary Brumbaugh in promoting RTOS to area civic 
groups.  Theatre organ technology is of particular interest to Tim. 
STATEMENT: After working in Bloomington, IN, a highlight of returning to Rochester is the opportunity to 
re-engage with RTOS, enjoy the concerts and contribute to the organization. 
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Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

REGIONAL EVENTS 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President, Program Chair 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Richard Neidich, Past-President, Webmaster 
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity & Publications 
Shawn Gordon, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director  
Greg Spring, Director, Librarian 
Brian Volkmar, Director, Safety Coordinator 
Tim Wagner, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 

 

RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

 Brett Miller               Oct 5  2:00 PM 
 RTOS Annual Meeting   Nov 9    12:30 PM 
 Jelani Eddington       Nov 9    2:00 PM 
 Tim Schramm Holiday   Dec 21   2:00 PM 
 Richie Gregory        Jan 25   2:00 PM 
 Nick Renkosik        Feb 8    2:00 PM 
 Lance Luce          Mar 15   2:00 PM 
 Eastman Bunch XVII    Apr 12   2:00 PM 
 Declan Poole         May 10   2:00 PM 

 
OPEN CONSOLE 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 

While the Eisenhart Wurlitzer is out of service 
for repairs, you can check the RTOS website; 
however, please be sure to call Martin Ippolito 
at 585-266-6337 to confirm dates and times at 
alternate venues and to sign up to play.  

Tim Wagner, and Brian Volkmar) are up for election this year. 
  Please recognize your hard-working Board by returning your 
completed Election Ballot by Saturday, November 8th and by  
attending the Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 9th. 
  Also, please remember to renew your membership by bringing 
the renewal card to the next concert or sending it in the mail.   
Invite your extended family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers  
to join RTOS!  As new members they will receive October,  
November and December 2025 admission FREE with the  
purchase of a 2026 membership (new members only!). 
  See you in October!   
 

 —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org) 
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