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Summer Happenings at RTOS

RuUSs SHANER HONORED, JULY 13 I

It was a sweltering hot July afternoon in the Auditorium, but this did not stop the RTOS membership,
invited artists, and members of the Shaner family from coming to pay tribute to Russ. We hope we
made Russ proud by sharing favorite music, memories, and laughter together (and a few tears too!).
Photos here (and on page 2) by Ted McWharf, Greg Spring, Ed Horvath, and Richard Neidich.
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Top row, L to R: MC Ken Double. Russ’s niece-in-law
Janell Shaner and great-niece Sydney Shaner. Tim
Schramm. Alex Jones. Left: David Peckham. Bottom
row, L to R: Walt Strony. Group shot featuring David

vos 9e¥9® 3 o % ; —¢ Peckham, Alex Jones, Walt Strony, Tim Schramm.
3 Vocalist Mark Daniels who was accompanied on the
organ by Tim Schramm.
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Visit the RTOS
website at
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Watch RTOS on YouTube!

see videos of complete concerts,

chamber tours and more on your

phone, computer, or TV.
outube.com/@Wourlitzer1951

Our YouTube channel is growing!
Look us up and click Subscribe to

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. Just a $1 donation at each
concert pays for the Blower.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

I'd like to recognize Vice-President Bob Bower for

all his accomplishments this summer! He organized
the celebration of life concert for Russ, following
Russ’s wishes. He coordinated the events, engaged
all the artists, and worked with others to livestream

= the concert. The event was accomplished with much
#7 skill and dedication by all the Board and volunteers.

Bob created a video that he presented to the ATOS 2025
Convention in July to welcome people to Rochester and Western
New York for the 2026 ATOS Convention. Visit Rochester created
“Save the Date” cards with our Convention logo created by Bob
and Richard Neidich, and these cards were distributed to 2025
Convention attendees. Several of the 2025 Convention’s concerts
are already on YouTube—check them out! We will be actively
recruiting volunteers for our hosting of the 2026 Convention. We
will need greeters, ushers, registration staff, and artist drivers.

In addition, Bob worked with Richard Neidich and David
Peckham to write a proposal to ATOS for funding for organ
restoration for the Convention. Their proposal was granted
$21,000 and David Peckham is now in the process of releathering
the stop tabs, replacing all the stop contacts, and leveling the tabs
in the process. Since membership fees do not cover all our
expenses, additional funding opportunities like ATOS are
extremely important to continuing our programs.

It is membership renewal time—please see the enclosures in
this Blower and return at your earliest convenience. The 2025--
2026 season schedule is listed on page 4, and | look forward to
seeing you in October!

—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)

‘ JUNE CONCERT: NANCY WILDONER I

We are grateful to Nancy Wildoner
of Binghamton, NY for being able
to fill in for our originally scheduled
artist Justin LaVoie. Chief RTOS
ushers Tom and Jan Brewer
sponsored her appearance. We
also hope that Nancy had a very
Happy Birthday!
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‘ 3/ 12 WURLITZER UPGRADES + OPEN CONSOLE AVAILABILITY I

RTOS is hosting the 2026 keyboards to have new participate in the Open Con-
ATOS Convention in July Wourlitzer-replica pistons in- sole events, beginning in Sep-
2026. One of the venues will stalled. During that time, tember please pay close atten-
be the Eisenhardt Auditorium some other essential ele- tion to the Open Console page
and use of the 3/12 Wurlitzer. ments will also be taken out on the RTOS website: https://

In preparation for that event, for maintenance. As re- rtosonline.org/rtos-open-

Kevin Scott, the 3/12 Crew sources and time permits, console/.

Chief, is beginning major reno- other needed maintenance It's always best to phone
vation efforts including the in- will be scheduled. ahead to the RTOS Open Con-
stallation of a new combination Some of this work will sole Chairman Martin Ippolito
system. Part of that effort in- make the organ unplayable. for updates or playing reserva-
cludes sending out the Therefore, if you wish to tions at (585) 266-6337.

OLcoTT BEACH CRANK ORGAN GATHERING, JULY 26

by Laura Finger

Members of the Carousel Organ
Association of America (COAA) typi-
cally convene at the vintage Olcott
Beach Carousel Park and at Krull
Park next door on the Lake Ontario
shoreline in Niagara County every
three years (the last time being in
2024). However, a small group of the
crank organists broke tradition and
came back this summer with the sup-
port of host and COAA/RTOS mem-
ber Dan Wilke. RTOS Director and
COAA member Tim Wagner was
there with “Finster Baby.”

Here are some photos | took of my
family’s day there. My 7 year old son
Daniel will surely be above the maxi-
mum height for the kiddie rides next
year, so was glad he was able to ac-
company his 2 year old sister Emma
as she just met the
minimum height re-
quirement to ride this
summer. My 10 year
old son Michael rode
the carousel (photo
right with me in
background), played
Skeeball, and en-
joyed a magic show.
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RTOS 2025-2026 CONCERTS REGIONAL EVENTS
West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.

All artists and dates subject to change. Please g;:fefvzzsztgoiig;g an ’;‘;Zttg;ll Performing Arts
check out our website for latest information. 67 Webster St. 20 Fort Hill Ave.
: . North Tonawanda, NY Canandaigua, NY

Brett Mill Oct 5 2:00 PM ' gua,
RTOS Annual Meeting Novo 1230 PM | | (716)692-2413 (585) 412-6043
Jelani Eddington Nov 9 2:00 PM www.rivieratheatre.org www.fhpac.org
Tim Schramm Holiday Dec 21 2:00 PM Shea’s Buffalo Theat .
Richie Gregory Jan25  2:00 PM e ot eatre Binghamton Thestre
Nick Renkosik Feb 8 2500 PM Buffalo, NY 23gWashingtcj)/n st
Lance Luce Mar 15 200 PM (716) 847-0850 Bmghamton NY .
Eastman Bunch Apr 12 2:00 PM www.sheas.org 507 773_1495
Declan Poole May 10  2:00 PM (607)

.binghamtontos.
Empire State Theatre & Www.binghamtontos.org

OPEN CONSOLE Musical Instrument Museum Clemens Center

Rochester Museum & Science Center 581 State Fair Blvd. 207 Clemens Center Pkwy
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. Syracuse, NY Elmira, NY
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM (315) 687-3580 (607) 734-8191
www.syracusewurlitzer.com www.clemenscenter.org

Oct 19, Nov 16, Dec TBD

State Theatre And Musical Instrument Museum

SYRACUSE WURLHZER Opus 1143 August - 1925

Join us as we commemorate 100 years of this
significant musical instrument with very special guest

Dave Wickerham

Saturday September 20, 2025
7:00pm Doors open 6:30pm




