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Sunday, July 13, 2025  
2:00 PM 

(Doors open 45 min early) 

he studied liberal arts and or-
gan with David Craighead at 
the Eastman School of Music.  
Upon graduation, he returned 
home to join his family’s pipe 
organ service business and 
currently cares for over 50 in-
struments in New York State 
and northern Pennsylvania.  
David has performed on nearly 
every major theatre organ in 
the USA as well as tours of 
Australia, Canada, and the UK.  
He has played for many ATOS 
conventions and was honored 
to be named “Organist of the 
Year” in 2016.  He has also 
created scores for several si-
lent films.  David has served  
as organist and choir director 
at the First United Methodist 
Church in Horseheads, NY 
since 1985.  He has also been 
organ curator and resident or-
ganist at the Clemens Perform-
ing Arts Center in Elmira, NY 
for many years.   

Tim 
Schramm  
is a native of 
Rochester, 
NY.  At age  
10 his par-
ents intro-
duced him to 

the Mighty Wurlitzer in the Au-
ditorium Theatre in Rochester, 
and it was love at first sight!  
Tim is currently Director of  
Music Ministries at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church in  
               (continued on page 4)  

to those that played silent 
films in the 1920s.  Walt has 
performed for more ATOS 
conventions than anyone liv-
ing, and has performed nu-
merous times for AGO chap-
ters.  Among Walt’s many tri-
umphs are having performed 
two concerts at Radio City 
Music Hall, and twice on the 
Wanamaker Organ in Phila-
delphia.  Walt’s book, The 
Secrets of Theatre Organ 
Registration has become a 
standard reference for organ-
ists.  Walt is an organ consult-
ant, and in 2008 the Allen Or-
gan Company commissioned 
him to design a new four-
manual instrument, the Walt 
Strony Signature Series Or-
gan, which can be found in 
the US, France, and England. 

David Peck-
ham has 
been enter-
taining RTOS 
audiences 
since 1974 
when he 
played at our 

10th Anniversary Gala at age 
13.  He is a graduate of the 
University of Rochester where 

Ken Double 
will serve as 
“MC” during 
this concert.  
A former radio 
and television 
sportscaster 
who retired in 

2008, Ken broadcast NBA and 
major college basketball, NHL, 
IHL and AHL hockey, the Indy 
500, and more.  He was also 
seen on the nightly news deliv-
ering the sports headlines of 
the day in Lafayette and Indi-
anapolis, IN.  Since 1978, Ken 
has performed on the great 
theatre pipe organs around the 
world, and currently performs 
on Mighty Mo, the iconic 4/42 
Möller pipe organ at the mag-
nificent Atlanta Fox Theatre. 
He also served as President of 
the ATOS for ten years.   

Walt Strony, 
featured artist, 
is one of Amer-
ica's premier 
concert organ-
ists.  Since his 
debut in 1974 
at age 18, he is 

one of the few organists equal-
ly at home playing both theatre 
and classical organ. His thea-
tre organ teacher was Al Mel-
gard, the much-loved organist 
at Chicago Stadium who began 
his career as a silent film ac-
companist.  Thus, Walt is one 
of the last generation of organ-
ists with a genuine connection 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  

(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

Membership Chair 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

membership@rtosonline.org 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
Blower Editor 

Laura Finger 
labf78@gmail.com 

—————————— 
Open Console 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
Program Chair 

Bob Bower 
(585) 301-6262 

programming@rtosonline.org 
—————————— 

Publicity 
Gary Brumbaugh 
(585) 329-1999 

publicity@rtosonline.org 

President’s Letter 

  In March 2009, Russ became an Honorary 
Member of RTOS for his long-standing service in 
several roles including President, Vice-President, 
4/23 Organ Crew Chief, Program Chair, Blower 
Editor, and concert program designer. This past  
year, he worked with Vice-President Bob Bower to 
transition the role of Program Chair which he held for 

most of the past 40+ concert seasons – since 1979, with just a 
few exceptions.  
  Russ took the role of the RTOS Program Chair as his life’s 
work outside of his job at Xerox.  He took responsibility for 
securing theatre dates for concerts, artist practice time, and organ 
tuning.  A slate of artists was proposed, they were contacted, and 
financial agreements were discussed.  Following Board approval, 
he prepared and sent contracts to the artists.  He then obtained 
artists’ bio’s, graphical information, photos, and other information 
needed for publicity. Russ built strong relationships with the organ 
world’s most prominent artists.  He was especially sensitive to and 
adept at meeting the needs and preferences of each performer.  
Arrangements for artist lodging, meals, and transportation vary 
from artist to artist. Russ hosted a great number of performers in 
his own home, picked them up and returned them to the airport, 
fed them, and showed them the sights of Rochester.  Prior to each 
concert, Russ spent many hours “organ-sitting” the artists in the 
theatre as they prepared for their program. He also worked with 
the theatre union crew and other backstage workers to iron out 
last-minute details and make sure each concert started on time 
and flowed smoothly. 
  RTOS has benefitted greatly from special relationships with 
RBTL and the past owners of what is now the West Herr 
Auditorium Theatre.  These unique relationships were built and 
enriched by Russ as Program Chair.  The benefit to RTOS in 
terms of cost and support over the years was immeasurable. 
Through Russ’s efforts over this extended period, RTOS 
maintained a reputation as a world-class destination for the 
world’s leading theatre organists. 
  The RTOS Officers, Board of Directors, and Membership say 
“thank you” to Russ in recognition and appreciation for his 
tremendous contributions to RTOS.  In accordance with Russ's 
wishes, this memorial concert will be hosted by a nationally 
recognized MC and will include four performing artists and a 
reception at intermission, all made possible by Russ's 
sponsorship, donations in his memory, and cash donations at 
recent concerts.  I look forward to seeing you there and 
celebrating “memories of a job well done.” 
              —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org) 
 
  Next page: Photos of Russ by Tim Wagner and Ted McWharf  

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President, Program Chair 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity & Publications 
Ted McWharf, Director  
Richard Neidich, Director, Webmaster 
Greg Spring, Director, Librarian 
Brian Volkmar, Director, Safety Coordinator 
Tim Wagner, Director 
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RTOS 2024-2025 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

   
 Russ Shaner Memorial    Jul 13  2:00 PM 
 Brett Miller          Oct 5    2:00 PM 
 RTOS Annual Meeting   Nov 9    12:30 PM 
 TBD              Nov 9    2:00 PM 
 Tim Schramm Holiday   Dec 21   2:00 PM 

 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 
 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

Jul 20 
Aug 17 

Nov 16 
Dec TBD 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 

Artist Bios (continued from page 1) 

Newark, NY.  He also plays the 
organ for services in other 
churches as needs arise.  He 
is retired from the Rochester 
City School District where he 
was a full-time choir accompa-
nist at The School of the Arts.  
Over the last 20 years, Tim has 
produced and directed the well
-loved Christmas Follies for 
RTOS, as well as served in 
various positions on the Board.    
  Alex Jones emigrated to 
the US from the UK in 2016.   

Eastman Bunch programs in 
2017 and 2018.  After his time 
in Rochester, Alex moved on  
to the University of Houston 
where he earned his Doctor of 
Musical Arts degree in 2024 
and became Organist and 
Choirmaster at Trinity Episco-
pal Church.  On July 20, one 
week after Russ’s memorial 
concert, Alex will mark his first 
Sunday as Organist and Choir-
master at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Milwaukee, WI.  

He earned his 
Bachelor’s in 
Organ Perfor-
mance with 
Honours from 
the Royal  
Birmingham 
Conservatoire 

in Birmingham, UK.  Then, 
Alex earned his Master’s  
in Organ Performance and  
Literature from the Eastman 
School of Music, during which 
he appeared as part of the  

Sep 7 
Oct 19 


