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Justin LaVoie 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, June 8, 2025  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

nationally syndicated radio pro-
gram Pipedreams and Steve 
Ashley’s Hot Pipes podcast.    
  Also interested in the me-
chanics of pipe organs, Justin 
is currently restoring his own 
2/5 Wurlitzer for eventual re-
installation. 
  Outside of his musical pur-
suits, Justin has a full-time ca-
reer in public accounting and 
enjoys a variety of historic and 
artistic hobbies. 
  At the young age of 21, Jus-
tin first performed on the RTOS
-Grierson Wurlitzer 4/23 thea-
tre organ as the featured artist 
in the second half of the East-
man Bunch IX concert in April 
2016.  He returned to Roches-
ter for an encore performance 
in April 2018.  We are excited 
to welcome Justin back for his 
third RTOS performance! 

  Justin LaVoie is one of to-
day’s most dedicated and artis-
tic young theatre organists. 
Since his introduction to the 
pipe organ at age 6, Justin re-
ceived musical training in both 
classical and popular genres 
from a variety of accomplished 
instructors -- most notably, 
Jelani Eddington.  
  Justin received the Ameri-
can Theatre Organ Society’s 
Student of the Year Award in 
2010, and subsequently won 
the organization’s annual 
Young Theatre Organist Com-
petition in 2013 and Organist of 
the Year in 2020.   
  Justin has performed at ven-
ues across the United States, 
and for national conventions of 
the American Theatre Organ 
Society and the Organ Histori-
cal Society.  He has also been 
featured on Michael Barone’s  

See page 2 for more 
information about 
the Memorial Con-
cert for Russ Shaner 
on July 13.  Here is 
Russ in 2010 with 
Scott Foppiano who 
played for RTOS 
many times and who 
passed away on De-
cember 17, 2024 at 
age 59.  Photo by 
Tim Wagner. 

Until We Meet Again... 
July 2026 ATOS  

Convention Update 

  Top venues are being 
booked.  Webpages showcas-
ing the venues, organs, and 
artists are being created.   
Informative scripts are being 
written for the bus captains.  A 
revised budget is pending ap-
proval by ATOS.  Volunteers 
will be needed, as RTOS is 
hosting this Convention!  
Please contact Chris Van  
Stean or Bob Bower to find  
out how you can help! 
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—————————— 
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Bob Bower 
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programming@rtosonline.org 
—————————— 
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Gary Brumbaugh 
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President’s Letter 

  I’m writing this in late April, and the spring flowers 
are popping—my trillium, tulips, daffodils, and 
hyacinths are up!  This means I no longer need to 
worry about snowstorms during our upcoming 
concerts! 
  I understand that non-RTOS items and furniture 
have been blocking the RTOS Lending Library in the 

alcove to the left of the stage at recent concerts, making it 
unavailable to members.  We apologize for this situation, and we 
are working on getting items moved for easy access to the 
Library.  As a new member many years ago, I often borrowed CDs 
of concerts that I had not attended. Today, concert recordings are 
available in various formats for legacy and current devices 
including cassettes, CDs, and USB thumb drives. 
  Vice-President Bob Bower has been working on a Celebration 
of Life Memorial Concert for Russ Shaner on July 13 at 2:00 PM 
at the West Herr Auditorium Theatre.  Admission to this special 
concert will be FREE for everyone.  David Peckham, Tim 
Schramm, and Alex Jones will remember Russ with words and 
music during the first half of this special event.  At intermission, 
there will be a reception with light refreshments in a newly 
renovated hall in the West Herr Performing Arts Center.  Following 
intermission, special guest Walt Strony will again bring out the 
best in the RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer 4/23 theatre organ that was 
Russ’ passion and labor of love for over 40 years.  Our host for 
this celebration will be none other than Ken Double.   
  Russ left a significant donation towards the memorial 
concert.  If you would like to join in supporting this event--in 
recognition of all that Russ did for RTOS--please send donations 
in Russ’s memory to Ken Wilson, Membership Chair (mailing info 
at left).  Since Russ is recognized nationally and internationally in 
the theatre organ world, we hope to be able to livestream the 
memorial concert so anyone unable to attend in person will be 
able to attend virtually. 
  We will be very busy this summer with maintenance and 
refurbishment of both organs.  The RTOS-Grierson organ console 
will travel to Elmira for refurbishment at David Peckham’s shop. 
We will be purchasing an additional steam humidifier to be 
installed in the Main Pipe Chamber in the West Herr Auditorium 
based on the immediate improvement gained by installing a 
similar humidifier recently in the Solo Pipe Chamber. With the help 
of others, Kevin Scott will be refurbishing the Combination Action 
in the Eisenhart Auditorium organ console. 
  Looking forward to seeing you at Justin LaVoie’s concert! 
 
              —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)  

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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Request for Submissions! 

by Laura Finger 

April Concert: Dave Wickerham 

Photos by Richard Neidich 

May Concert: Pierre Fracalanza 

Photos by Ted McWharf, Greg Spring, Ed Horvath, Richard Neidich  

  Have you ever been to a 
“pipes and pizza” parlor?  Be-
tween the 1970s-1990s, there 
were more than 100 such lo-
cations across the US.  Today, 
only three locations remain in 
operation: Organ Stop Pizza in 
Mesa, AZ; Organ Piper Pizza 
Palace in Greenfield, WI; and 
Beggar’s Pizza in Lansing, IL. 

Organ Grinder in Toronto, in 
operation from 1975-1996) or 
one of the three still in opera-
tion.  Submissions will be fea-
tured in a Blower issue some-
time in the 2025-2026 season.  
All submissions will include the 
submitter’s name for credit. 
  Thank you in advance for 
your participation! ;) 

  If yes, I would appreciate 
you emailing me (see contact 
info on page 2) a photo or 
two, plus a brief paragraph 
detailing the usual “who, 
what, where, and when” as 
well as your overall experi-
ence and observations.  You 
can submit about a parlor 
that no longer exists (like the  
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RTOS 2024-2025 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

   
  Justin LaVoie          Jun 8  2:00 PM 
 Russ Shaner Memorial  Jul 13  2:00 PM 

 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 
 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

 
Jun 15 
Jul 20 
Aug 17 
Sep 7 

Oct 19 
Nov 16 
Dec 21 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 

  On Saturday June 7, 
the day before Justin 
LaVoie’s concert, Den-
nis James will be ac-
companying the 1925 
silent film The Fresh-
man at the Fort Hill 
Performing Arts Center 
in Canandaigua.  For 
more information and/
or to purchase tickets, 
please see the 
“Regional Events” box 
above. 

Make it a Theatre Organ Weekend! 

  There is no full-fledged Car-
ousel Organ Association of 
America (COAA) rally for sum-
mer 2025, as this typically hap-
pens every three years, last of 
which was in 2024.  However, 
there will be an informal, non-
COAA sponsored gathering of 
street organs (smaller hand-
cranked organs) between 12-
5pm on July 26 and 27 for your 
listening pleasure!  Participants 
are expected to be coming 
from four different states! 

Olcott Beach News 


