
 

 

Pierre Fracalanza Presents  
“Dimensions: A Multimedia Musical Adventure” 
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Pierre Fracalanza 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, May 4, 2025  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

  Pierre Fracalanza returns 
to Rochester for the first time 
since his February 2018 con-
cert with RTOS.  However,  
Pierre is no stranger to Roch-
ester, having lived here as an 
infant for about a year and 
then attending the Eastman 
School of Music in the mid-to-
late 1970s. 
  As an accomplished theatre 
organist, pianist, and vocal en-
tertainer, Pierre has performed 
for audiences across the US 
and Canada.  His introduction 
to theatre organ took place in 
Pontiac, MI where he became 
a staff organist for Theatre Or-
gan Pizza and Pipes. Pierre’s 
love of organ continued after 
that as a product specialist for 
electronic organ brands such 
as Rodgers, Hammond, 
Wurlitzer, Lowrey, and Yama-
ha.  He also did extensive 
work showcasing reproducing 
pianos from Yamaha and Pi-
anoDisc.  But it was the Haupt-
werk virtual pipe organ that 
piqued Pierre’s curiosity in 

  Of note, Pierre has “opened” 
for Carol Channing and played 
for many celebrities including 
then-First Lady Hillary Clinton 
and the late Senator Ted  
Kennedy.  In 2012, Pierre was  
added to the roster of Steinway 
Artists, and in 2019 was named 
“Organist of the Year.” 
  Often, Pierre augments his 
performances with audio and 
visual, delighting in playing  
duets with an on-screen piano 
accompaniment he concocted 
or inspiring scenery.  Among 
his favorite hobbies are 3D and 
VR and AR technologies.  But 
most of all, Pierre loves audi-
ences and sharing the magic of  
music! 
  This past January, Pierre 
retired from his Catholic 
Church job after a 30-year ten-
ure.  He estimates he played a 
great deal of organ—some five 
hundred weddings, a thousand 
funerals, and a whopping ten 
thousand services!  One might 
say he’s quite familiar with 
“sitting on the bench!” 

Morgan B. Shaner and Sydney 
A. Shaner; and great-nephews 
Sterling B. Shaner and Logan 
M. Shaner. 
  Russ was employed by Xer-
ox for many years, travelling 
nationally to set up and  

(continued on page 4) 

returning to theatre organ. 
Hoping to add a touch of or-
gan to his piano/vocal con-
certs, he gained attention do-
ing a tribute to the late Buddy 
Cole at the 2014 ATOS Con-
vention. 

Russ passed 
away on March 
21, 2025 at the 
age of 82.  He 
was prede-
ceased by his 
parents William 
E. Shaner and  

In Memoriam: Russell E. Shaner 

Georgia W. Shaner; and 
brother George W. Shaner 
and sister-in-law Shirley L. 
Shaner.  He is survived by his 
niece Janet L. Shaner; neph-
ew Michael E. (Janell) Shan-
er; niece-in-law Heather A. 
McDowell; great-nieces  



 

 

RTOS Blower 2 

 

 
Rochester Theater Organ Society  

(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

Membership Chair 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

membership@rtosonline.org 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
Blower Editor 

Laura Finger 
labf78@gmail.com 

—————————— 
Open Console 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
Program Chair 

Bob Bower 
(585) 301-6262 

programming@rtosonline.org 
—————————— 

Publicity 
Gary Brumbaugh 
(585) 329-1999 

publicity@rtosonline.org 

President’s Letter 

  I’m writing this the day after the March concert 
featuring the Eastman Bunch and Camden Church.   
It was great to see and recognize all the wonderful 
young talent, and to continue our mission of providing 
theatre organ education through the Eastman School 
of Music Organ Department! 
  So much time, effort, and detail is involved in the 

successful operation of RTOS.  We are fortunate to have an all-
volunteer Board and other volunteers who donate so much time 
and skill to keep us going.  We all pay the annual membership 
fee, and we pay for our own meals when we take our artists out to 
dinner.  We continue to ask for more volunteers to assist in the  
tasks that are needed each month: writing and proofreading, data 
entry, inventory of archival materials, ushering, scanning of 
materials, mailing, and publicity.  Training is always provided. 
  As the cost of everything seems to be increasing, so do our 
expenses.  We strive to make membership affordable so more 
people can join and enjoy our programs.  However, memberships 
do not begin to cover the costs of providing eight concerts a 
year.  We are thankful to people contributing to the Annual Fund 
Drive and the cash boxes on the lobby tables.  We have been 
extremely fortunate to have had past departed members 
remember us in their wills to keep us solvent.  Please consider 
including RTOS in your estate plan. 
  Our primary mission is preservation of our theatre organs.  We 
have, or will be, spending money to maintain the quality level of 
the 4/23 in the West Herr Auditorium and the 3/12 in the Eisenhart 
Auditorium: 
  *We have been anticipating getting the blowers for both organs 
refurbished, but that work keeps getting delayed by the provider.  
  *Our organ services provider David Peckham has suggested 
more repairs are needed this summer. 
  *To attract the best artists, we need to provide competitive pay 
and the best experience while they are here.  We want to be the 
place they want to come to!  The costs of our artists will likely go 
up in the next concert season, as well as their travel expenses. 
Fortunately, generous members often provide transportation and 
a place to stay, which helps keep costs down. 
  Looking forward to seeing you at the May concert! 
 
              —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)  

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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March Concert: Eastman Bunch XVI + Camden Church 

Photos by Ed Horvath, Ted McWharf, Richard Neidich, Greg Spring 
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RTOS 2024-2025 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

  Pierre Fracalanza        May 4  2:00 PM 
  Justin LaVoie          Jun 8  2:00 PM 
 Russ Shaner Memorial  Jul 13  2:00 PM 

 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 
 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

 
May 18 
Jun 15 
Jul 20 
Aug 17 

 

Sep 7 
Oct 19 
Nov 16 
Dec 21 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 

Russell E. Shaner (Continued) 

connect Xerox business prod-
ucts into customers’ networks. 
He also co-owned a small busi-
ness in the Rochester area.   
  In March 2009, Honorary 
RTOS Membership was 
awarded to Russ for his many 
years of service in several 
roles including President, Vice-
President, 4/23 Organ Crew 
Chief, Program Chair, Blower 
Newsletter Editor, and Concert 
Program Publisher.  Most nota-
bly, Russ served as Program  

RTOS Board and entire mem-
bership are eternally grateful.   
  Russ will be missed by fami-
ly, friends, co-workers, artists, 
and audiences alike.  All are 
welcome to attend a memorial 
theatre organ concert which 
will be held on July 13, 2025 at 
the Auditorium Theatre at 2:00 
PM.  In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Rochester Theater Organ Soci-
ety, c/o Ken Wilson, PO Box 
17114, Rochester, NY 14617. 

Chair for 40+ years, securing 
concert dates from the thea-
tre and contracting a variety 
of seasoned and up-and-
coming young artists.  His 
reach was national and inter-
national in terms of the talent 
he brought to Rochester. 
  RTOS benefited greatly 
from the special relationships 
Russ built with the current 
and past owners of what is 
now the West Herr Auditori-
um Theatre.  For this, the  


