
 

 

Dave Wickerham Presents  
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Official Newsletter of the Rochester Theater Organ Society, Inc. 

Dave Wickerham 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, April 6, 2024  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

  Dave Wickerham was born 
in Encino, CA in 1962. He be-
gan playing the electronic or-
gan at age four and had his 
first pipe organ experience at 
age ten. His musical education 
started at age seven. 
  When he moved to Arizona 
in 1976, Dave became Associ-
ate Organist at the famous Or-
gan Stop Pizza Restaurants in 
Phoenix, Mesa, and Tucson. 
While in Arizona, he continued 
his musical studies with Rosa-
mond Crowley, one of the few 
remaining descendants of the 
Louis Vierne line of organists. 
He attended the University of 
Arizona in Tucson on a full 
scholarship, pursuing classical 
organ studies for six years with 
Dr. Roy Johnson. 
  In 1984, Dave moved to 
Chicago to become Staff Or-
ganist at Pipes and Pizza in 
Lansing, IL. In addition to his 
performance there, he minis-
tered musically and served at 
various churches. 
  August of 1990 found the 
Wickerham family – Dave, his 
wife and two young children – 
moving to Wisconsin, where 
he was one of the featured 
Staff Organists at the Piper 
Music Palace in Greenfield, a 
position he held for 10 years. 
  In the spring of 2000, Dave 
ushered in the new millennium 
with a limited special engage-
ment, as a featured organist at 
Roxy’s Pipe Organ Pizzeria,   

Australia for which he received 
rave reviews.  He returned 
“Down Under” for a six-week 
concert tour in Australia and 
New Zealand during the sum-
mers of 2003 and 2012, as well 
as October/November of 2015.  
  Dave also enjoys recording 
and has recently “sold out” his 
fourth CD Sounds of Music rec-
orded on the famous 5/80 thea-
tre organ at the Sanfilippo Res-
idence in Barrington, IL.  There 
are NEW recording projects 
that are soon to be completed 
and released as well as addi-
tional video concerts. 
  After seven years as Organ-
ist – Curator with the legendary 
Milhous Collection in South 
Florida, Dave and his youngest 
daughter currently enjoy living 
in Upper Michigan in the histor-
ic town of Crystal Falls.  Dave 
has three grown kids, two mar-
ried with children of their own.  
So, with six grandchildren and 
concertizing, there are many 
opportunities for travel! 

Make it a Theatre  

Organ Weekend! 

  On Saturday April 5, the day 
before our concert, David 
Peckham will be performing 
with the Paragon Ragtime Or-
chestra at the Capitol Theatre 
in Rome, NY.  For more infor-
mation, please visit https://
www.romecapitol.com. 

part of a $26,000,000 expan-
sion phase at the FIESTA 
Casino and Hotel in Las Ve-
gas. The Wickerham’s, Dave, 
Rhonda, and now three great 
kids, spent two years there 
before returning back home 
to Wisconsin in August of 
2001. For the next three 
years, Dave resumed his po-
sition at the Piper Music Pal-
ace and was also the Princi-
pal Organist at Williams Bay 
Lutheran Church in Lake Ge-
neva, WI. 
  In April of 1999, Dave took 
great pleasure being a fea-
ture artist in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia for the convention of the 
Theatre Organ Society of   
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President’s Letter 

  I’m sitting at my table, looking out at the snow at 
the end of February while writing the President’s 
Letter for the Dave Wickerham concert in early 
April.  I am dreaming about better weather, less 
snow, spring bulbs, and more sun.  Hopefully, that is 
what you see when you are reading this! 
  Your Board has been very busy working behind 

the scenes.  An important part of our Mission is preservation and 
education about theatre organs. We are consolidating years of 
RTOS publications collected by dedicated members, past 
and present.  Gary and Lana Brumbaugh have been organizing 
them.  We are working to build sets of hard copies to donate to 
local archives. We will also create digital archives by scanning 
hard copies prior to 2010 and combining them with the digital 
versions created since then.  Our goal is to keep our history alive, 
preserved in professional archives, available to our membership, 
the interested public, and researchers. 
  Our maintenance group is working on organ preservation. Brian 
Volkmar coordinated with a local company to install new electrical 
wiring in the West Herr Auditorium in anticipation of future work to 
refurbish and upgrade the 4/23 organ blower. Lack of humidity is 
always a problem in the pipe chambers during the winter months. 
Bob Bower and Brian Volkmar have specified new humidifier 
equipment to be installed in the pipe chambers. It will produce 
steam for better humidification and will be much less costly to 
maintain than the current “wicking pad” humidifiers.   
  David Peckham continues to monitor, evaluate, and repair the 
4/23 organ to keep it in outstanding condition.  We believe prudent 
investing in preventative maintenance will avoid unwanted 
breakdowns and more costly repairs. David is the person who is 
seen running down the side aisle, ripping off his jacket, ready to 
climb high up into the pipe chambers when he hears a cipher 
during a concert! Kevin Scott, who maintains the 3/12 organ at the 
Eisenhart Auditorium, can also be seen dashing to the rescue. 
  At our outreach presentations to professional and community 
groups, we find many people in our community – even those who 
attend Broadway shows in the Auditorium -- don’t even know that 
our organ exists!  In cooperation with RBTL, Tim Schramm will 
play the 4/23 organ at RBTL’s 2025-2026 Broadway season 
announcement event. This is a wonderful opportunity for people 
who have not heard our organ to experience its sounds and the 
outstanding acoustics of the theatre. We hope to have a presence 
at the event to answer questions about the organ and RTOS. 
  I am looking forward to seeing you at Dave Wickerham’s 
concert.  He is usually in the audience meeting people before, 
during intermission, and after his performance. You don’t want to 
miss this concert! 
              —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)  

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer, or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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  As an automatic musical in-
strument enthusiast, I was 
thrilled to learn of Mechanical 
Music Radio, an internet radio 
station which plays music rec-
orded from automatic musical 
instruments.  It is the world’s 
first and only radio station to 
play mechanical music 24/7. 
Hosted by British radio broad-
caster and fairground organ 
enthusiast James Dundon, and 
operated out of his home stu-
dio, the station went on-air on 
April 1, 2018.  Operating 
around the clock, 365 days a 
year, the station is funded by 
James (out of his own pocket) 
and by his listeners, and fea-
tures volunteers from several 
countries who host different 

programs.  Two of the attrac-
tive features of this internet 
radio station are its mobile 
app (which is free), and the 
ability to listen again to any of 
the programs. 
  Every Wednesday, host 
Ian Wolstenholme presents a 
two-hour “Theatre Organs 
and More” program which 
features a pleasant mix of 
theater organ and fairground 
organ music.  I have taken 
the opportunity to email Ian 
from time to time, most re-
cently to inform him about 
RTOS, our instruments, our 
schedule and our work with 
the Eastman School students. 
When listening to his Febru-
ary 19th program, I was 

pleasantly surprised to hear 
Ian sharing the RTOS infor-
mation for several minutes with 
his audience, including men-
tion of the Eastman Bunch and 
Dave Wickerham concerts. 
The RTOS mention occurs at 
1:13:35 into the program. 
  If you’d like to listen to the 
February 19th broadcast of the 
“Theatre Organs and More” 
program on Mechanical Music 
Radio, go to https://www. 
mechanicalmusicradio.com/  
on the internet, click on the 
LISTEN AGAIN button, scroll 
down the page to The Archive 
section, select Theatre Organs 
and More, then select the 
Wednesday February 19 pro-
gram.  Enjoy! 

Remembering  

Danny Schultz 

by Richard Neidich,  
Charter Member of RTOS 

RTOS on Mechanical Music Radio 

by Tim Wagner 

  Danny Schultz (obituary at 
left) spearheaded the founding 
of RTOS to keep our 4/23 
Wurlitzer in Rochester.  With-
out Danny’s efforts in the early 
1960s, RTOS would not have 
procured the organ from the 
RKO Palace Theatre. 
  Through Danny’s efforts, I 
learned how the organ works 
and what efforts are required in 
maintaining the theatre organ. 
Palace work sessions were of-
ten on early weekend morn-
ings.  Since Danny lived near 
Victor, as a student at RIT dur-
ing the week, my role was to  

(continued on page 4) 

RTOS Charter 
Member Danny 
Schultz passed 
away on February 
22 at the age of 
96 in West Fork, 

Arkansas. 
  Born in Searcy, Arkansas in 
1928, Danny served stateside 
during the Korean War with the 
US Army, rising to the rank of 
Warrant Officer and earning 
Honorable Discharge.  His ed-
ucation in engineering brought 
him to Rochester where he 
worked at Xerox and Bausch & 
Lomb and also owned small 
businesses.  In his spare time, 
Danny was involved with pipe 
organ restoration which 
brought him to be a founding 
member of RTOS.  He also  

In Memoriam: Danny Schultz 

enjoyed aviation, including 
building, restoring, and stunt-
flying small planes. 
  Danny and his wife Oline  
then relocated to Arcadia, 
Florida where they lived until 
15 years ago when they 
moved to northwest Arkansas 
to be closer to family.   
  Danny was preceded in 
death by Oline, his wife of 67 
years, and their oldest son 
Richard.  He is survived by 
sons Michael and D. Steven, 
five grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren. 
  Remembrances may be 
sent to the Willard Walker 
Hospice Home in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas.  Condolences to 
the family can be made at 
www.eptingfuneralhome.com. 
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RTOS 2024-2025 CONCERTS 
 

West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change. Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

  Dave Wickerham          Apr 6  2:00 PM 
  Pierre Fracalanza          May 4  2:00 PM 
  Justin LaVoie          Jun 8  2:00 PM 

 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 
 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

 

Alex Jones, 
who has  
appeared 
with RTOS 
in the East-
man Bunch 
concerts and 
was also the 
2017 ATOS 
Young Thea-
ter Organist Competition winner, was married 
on March 1st to Savannah Dorsett at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Houston, TX where he is 
employed as organist and choirmaster.   

Apr 27 
May 18  
Jun 15   
Jul 20 
Aug 17 

Sep 7 
Oct 19 
Nov 16 
Dec 21 

Riviera Theatre & Organ 
Preservation Society 
67 Webster St. 
North Tonawanda, NY  
(716) 692-2413 
www.rivieratheatre.org 
 

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
646 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY  
(716) 847-0850

581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse, NY 
(315) 687-3580 
www.syracusewurlitzer.com 

20 Fort Hill Ave. 
Canandaigua, NY 
(585) 412-6043 
www.fhpac.org 
 
Binghamton Theatre  
Organ Society     
236 Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY  
(607) 773-1495 
www.binghamtontos.org 
 

207 Clemens Center Pkwy 
Elmira, NY 
(607) 734-8191 
www.clemenscenter.org 

Remembering (Continued) 

host visitors and I often spent overnights at the 
RKO Palace Theatre “babysitting” visiting organists 
while I studied to organ music.  Danny always felt 
that the organ needed to be played and wanted it 
to be seen and heard by others—a tradition that 
RTOS continues today. 
  I have many treasured memories of efforts to 
experience and promote the theatre organ with 
Danny, including trips to other instruments. Among 
many memories, Danny introduced me to David 
Peckham’s father Lauren and our drive to Detroit, 
MI for a midnight concert by Ann Leaf at the Detroit 
Fox Theatre.  Danny was very much involved in the 
ATOS Convention visit to Rochester in 1964. 

Congratulations! 


