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(Doors open 45 min early) 

  A native southern Californi-
an, John Ledwon first met the 
theatre organ when he was 11. 
At 16 he became house organ-
ist for the Al Malaikah Shrine 
Auditorium playing their 4/71 
Moller concert/theatre organ. 
At the same venue, he was 
organist for the Radio City Mu-
sic Hall Christmas Spectacular 
when it came to Los Angeles 
for two seasons.  
  John majored in organ and 
theatre arts at UCLA.  He has 
traveled extensively through-
out America and Europe. For 
three years he had his own 
weekly radio show, performing 
on the large 4/61 Robert Mor-
ton theatre/concert organ in 
the old Elks Temple in Los An-
geles. He taught theatre organ 
classes at Pasadena City Col-
lege using the Wurlitzer in the 
college auditorium. 
  In 2000 John left a 20+ year 
teaching career to become an 
organist at the Walt Disney 
Company’s El Capitan Theatre 
in Hollywood, a position he has 
held for over 25 years.  
  John is dedicated to intro-
ducing the theatre organ to  

the organization.  He shares a 
close relationship between the 
ensemble and the Beal Insti-
tute of Film Contemporary Me-
dia at the Eastman School of 
Music. 
  Brett has been featured at 
various film festivals and has 
played events in conjunction 
with film preservationists from 
the Library of Congress and 
George Eastman House. In 
2023, he played to a sold out 
performance of Nosferatu at 
Marian Anderson Hall with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. 
  Brett studied organ with re-
nowned organist Jelani Ed-
dington and piano with Beth 
Crompton and Joseph Rackers 
at Eastman. He studied film 
accompaniment with Ben Mod-
el and Bernie Anderson. A na-
tive of Bedminster, PA, Brett is 
an alumnus of the Philadelphia 
Youth Orchestra Institute. He is 
currently pursuing his masters 
in orchestral conducting with 
Neil Varon at Eastman. 

younger audiences and pair-
ing the music performed to 
their era though the use of 
contemporary theatrical tech-
niques and musical selections 
using bright, brassy vibrant 
arrangements. 
 

*** 
  As one of the youngest in a 
rare art form, Brett Miller is 
an active organist, conductor, 
and arranger who specializes 
in the art of silent film accom-
paniment. An award-winning 
organist, Brett has continued 
his academic involvement 
and advocacy for the educa-
tion and preservation of silent 
films through performing “live 
to picture.”  
  In 2021, Brett was named 
music director of the Empire 
Film and Media Ensemble, a 
non-profit based in Roches-
ter, NY that advocates for the 
education, performance, and 
production of film music.  
More recently, he was ap-
pointed artistic director of  
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President’s Letter 

  Sixty years ago, a group of Rochester organ 
enthusiasts chartered the Rochester Theater Organ 
Society and began a fundraising effort to purchase 
the Wurlitzer theatre organ from the RKO Palace 
which was about to be torn down.  These efforts 
included bake sales, organ concerts at several 
locations, a “stock” sale of “musical memory” and 

other special events.  The organ was purchased for $6000, a 
chunk of change in 1964 dollars! 
  We are thrilled to be able to celebrate our 60th anniversary and 
the continuing concert series with our outstanding world-class 
RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer theatre organ.  We continue to 
emphasize the RTOS mission to “Promote the understanding of 
the theatre organ and its musical tradition” through concerts, 
partnership with the Eastman School of Music, national 
convention planning, and local community presentations.  
  Years of dedicated service by volunteers, the Board members 
and the work crew have made the 60th Anniversary of RTOS 
possible. One original charter member, Richard Neidich, currently 
serves on the Board and is our webmaster!  Other very long-time 
early members are currently still active: Roger Wood stands 
backstage during every concert in case of problems and performs 
electrical problem solving, and everyone knows Russ Shaner and 
all of the roles he has taken on for most of these years. 
  We look forward to all of the improvements in progress at the 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre.  We are grateful for the wonderful 
partnership we have with the theatre management and staff.  We 
will work together throughout the renovation one step at a time 
and keep our members informed.  Be sure to see some immediate  
changes listed on page 4 of this Blower. 
  See you on September 29th at our 60th Anniversary 
celebration! 
 

         —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org) 

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

  The non-member ticket 
price for one (1) of the organ 
events (either John Ledwon’s 
concert at 2:00 PM or Brett 
Miller accompanying a silent 
film at 5:30 PM) will be $15 
each.*  The non-member tick-
et price for all three events 
(Ledwon’s concert, 60th  

Notes about September 29,  

60th Anniversary Ticket Sales  

Reception, and Miller’s silent 
movie; all inclusive) will be 
$25. 
  *The 60th Reception is NOT 
included with the purchase of a 
single event ticket. 
  **Admission for RTOS 
Members is FREE for all three 
events. 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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COAA Band Organ Rally at Olcott Beach, July 27 

by Laura Finger 

This was my third time at this rally, having previously attended in 2017 with my husband Tom and 
our 2.5 year old son Michael, then again in 2021 with Tom and sons 6.5 year old Michael and 3 year 
old Daniel, and then this year with Tom and 9.5 year old Michael, 6 year old Daniel, and now 1 year 
old daughter Emma!  Here are some photos I took of the organs situated around Krull Park as well 
as of my children in the adjacent vintage kiddie amusement park :). 

Left: Many thanks to COAA and RTOS member Dan Wilke for hosting a 
great event this year!  Middle and right above: COAA member and 
RTOS Director Tim Wagner entertaining my family with “Finster Baby.”  
Great to see RTOS member and organist Tim Schramm as well! 
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UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  

(607) 773-1495; https://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, North Tonawanda, NY  

(716) 692-2413; https://www.rivieratheatre.org/ 
 

(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd, Syracuse, NY 
 (315) 687-3580; https://www.syracusewurlitzer.com/ 

 

(Marr & Colton) 207 Clemens Center Pkwy, Elmira, NY 
 (607) 734-8191; https://www.clemenscenter.org/ 

Sep 28 at 2pm: resident theatre organist David Peckham  
and the Paragon Ragtime Orchestra accompany the  

1923 silent film Safety Last! starring Harold Lloyd 
 
 

Call or check venue websites for latest information 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President, Program Chair 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Publications 
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity 
Ted McWharf, Director  
Richard Neidich, Director, Webmaster 
Greg Spring, Director, Librarian 
Brian Volkmar, Director, Safety Coordinator 
Tim Wagner, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 

 

RTOS 2024-2025 CONCERTS 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

 John Ledwon/          Sep 29  2:00 PM 
 Brett Miller   5:30 PM 
 Mark Herman          Nov 17  2:00 PM 

       Dec 15  2:00 PM 
 Zach Frame          Feb 2  2:00 PM 
 Eastman Bunch XVI       Mar 23  2:00 PM 
 Dave Wickerham          Apr 6  2:00 PM 
 Pierre Fracalanza          May 4  2:00 PM 
 Justin LaVoie          Jun 8  2:00 PM 

 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 
Rochester Museum & Science Center  

Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

Sep 8    Oct 13  Nov 10   Dec 8 

1. The former handicapped entrance on the west side of the building 
is now permanently closed.  
2. All entry will be through the front Main Street entrance. There will 
be an accessible ramp at the front entrance. 
3. Accessible permit parking will be in the Main Street parking lot to 
the immediate east of the building. 
4. General parking remains in the large lot behind the building (south 
side) with the entrance on College Ave. near the intersection with 
Prince St. 
5. The new elevator to the 2nd floor will be open for easier access to 
the mezzanine and balcony seating. 
6. The ticket sales table will be located just inside the front entrance. 
7. Ushers will guide you in the parking lots and entrances. 
8. Questions?  Email publicity@rtosonline.org or call 585-234-2295 
and leave a message. 

Changes at the Auditorium Theatre 

  Farrand Reed Organ of 
1907.  Eleven stopknobs.  
Meticulously rebuilt in 2015.  
Excellent condition. Includes 
suction unit.  Contact Jim at 
585-889-9174. 

For Sale 

  Since 2021, September 
29 has been designated as 
“National Silent Movie Day.”  
For more information, visit 
https://silentmovieday.org. 

Did You Know? 


