
 

 

Walt Strony: “Fifty Years of  
Playing It My Way” 

May 2024 Volume 59, Number 9 

Official Newsletter of the Rochester Theater Organ Society, Inc. 
Celebrating our 60th year. 

Walt Strony 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday May 19, 2024  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

  Walt Strony is one of Ameri-
ca's premier concert organ-
ists.  Since his debut in 1974 
at age 18, he is one of the few 
organists equally at home 
playing both theatre and clas-
sical organ. 
  Walt has performed across 
the US, Japan, Australia, Eng-
land, and Canada.  He has 
performed for more ATOS con-
ventions than anyone living, 
and has performed numerous 
times for AGO chapters. 
  Among Walt’s many tri-
umphs are having performed 
two concerts at Radio City Mu-
sic Hall, and twice on the 
Wanamaker Organ in Philadel-
phia.  He has been a regular 
performer on many series in-
cluding the Spreckels Organ in 
Balboa Park, San Diego and 
the Kotzschmar Organ in Port-
land, ME -- as well as having 
performed on nearly every im-
portant theatre organ in the 
world. He has performed with 
the symphony orchestras of 
Calgary, El Paso, Allentown 
and Symphony Silicon Valley. 
  Walt has recorded over 32 
albums.  His latest album 
called Tico-Tico is a crossover 
album recorded during a live 
performance for the East Tex-
as Organ Festival. 
  Walt’s book, The Secrets of 
Theatre Organ Registration 
has become a standard refer-
ence for organists.  He is cur-
rently preparing its 2nd edition. 

  Walt is also known as an 
organ consultant.  In 2008, 
the Allen Organ Company 
commissioned him to design 
a new four-manual instru-
ment, the Walt Strony Signa-
ture Series Organ, which can 
be found in the US, France, 
and England. 
  Born in Chicago, Walt be-
gan music studies at age sev-
en.  His theatre organ teacher 
was Al Melgard, the much-
loved organist at Chicago 
Stadium who began his ca-
reer as a silent film accompa-
nist.  Needless to say, he 
taught Walt all he knew.  

Thus, Walt is one of the last 
generation of organists with a 
genuine connection to those 
that played silent films in the 
1920s.  Appropriately, Walt 
strives to be as authentic as 
possible when creating a score 
so it's as close as possible to 
what was done originally.  His 
classical studies were with 
Herbert L. White and Karel 
Paukert. 
  Walt currently makes his 
home in California's historic 
Gold Rush country in the Sier-
ra Nevada foothills.  In his 
spare time, he enjoys travel-
ing, fine dining, and collecting 
Art Deco items. 
  This well-rounded musician 
brings a wealth of experience 
to any organ console. This ex-
perience has brought him the 
reputation of being one of 
America's most original and 
interesting sounding organ-
ists.  As one reviewer noted 
years ago: "Strony has be-
come one of the rare breed of 
today's younger theatre organ-
ists to have developed a style 
uniquely his own.  While look-
ing backwards, respectfully to 
the masters of theatre organ 
tradition, he manages to look 
forward with a refreshing ap-
proach in all his musical ar-
rangements.  It is a style that is 
inventive, harmonically inter-
esting, and above all, right for 
today." 
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President’s Letter 

  I’m looking forward to our May concert to hear Walt 
Strony again. Our 2023-24 concert season brought us 
8 great concerts.  The artists ranged from extremely 
talented young people to Walt Strony who is talking 
about “Fifty Years of Playing It My Way.”  We had 
short silent movies and a long silent movie.  The 
organists have come from all over the US and from all 

over the world (including England, Australia, and Korea!)  Tim 
Schramm brought us a barbershop quartet and male soloists.  
  Due to our “unusual” membership year (January through 
December) vs. our concert season (September/October through 
May/June), your membership will carry you through the Fall 
(December). 
  During the summer we will be busy doing maintenance, 
updates, and repairs.  Bob Bower will be ready to start booking 
next season’s artists as soon as we get dates from RBTL.  Our 
Preservation Committee will use some of the off time to document 
and catalog our history. We are also working on training 
substitutes for all jobs/tasks that are performed by your Board and 
volunteers to continue to have a smooth concert presentation. 
  We will continue working on the 2026 ATOS Convention.  We 
are working diligently to gather cost information to create a budget 
(Read – it’s like pulling teeth to get approximate costs for events 
more than two years away!) 
  Sincere thanks to all who volunteer their valuable time and 
skills to make RTOS a great organization, our organs 
internationally recognized, and RTOS a place where artists want 
to perform.  And thank you to our members whose membership 
and attendance make it happen. 
  See you in the Fall! 

 
         —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org) Visit the RTOS  

website at:  
rtosonline.org   

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951   

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

You may remember Gavin Rice and his Concert 
Jazz Band as guest artists during April 2023’s 
Eastman Bunch concert, who performed music 
from the 1920s.  On April 10 of this year, Gavin 
and the ensemble appeared on Channel 8’s 
newscast as part of reporter Dan Gross’ digital 
series “Songs from Studio B.”  You can view  
the newscast introduction at https://www. 
rochesterfirst.com/songs-from-studio-b/gavin-

rice-his-famous-collegiates-songs-from-studio-b/ and the full per-
formance at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEn7hB-A0v8 

Gavin Rice Makes Local TV Appearance 
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Late March Concert: Eastman Bunch XV and Ian Fraser 

Photos by Richard Neidich 

“To my eyes and ears the organ will 
ever be the King of Instruments.” 
       Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  



 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  

(607) 773-1495; https://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
Nancy Wildoner  May 18 @ 7:00 PM 

 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, North Tonawanda, NY  

(716) 692-2413; https://www.rivieratheatre.org/ 
Andrew Wo and Dan Pisarcik  May 19 @ 2:00 pm 

 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd, Syracuse, NY 

 (315) 687-3580; https://www.syracusewurlitzer.com/ 
Donnie Rankin accmp. ‘Steamboat Bill jr.’  May 5 @ 2:00 pm 

Call or check venue websites for latest information 

 

RTOS 2023-2024 CONCERTS 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

    Walt Strony       May 19  2:00 PM  
 
 

 

 
OPEN CONSOLE 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Jun 16  Jul 14   Aug 11 
Sep 8  Oct 13  Nov 10  Dec 8 

 
All dates subject to change 

COAA Band Organ Rally  

at Olcott Beach 

by Dan Wilke 

  The Carousel Organ Association of Amer-
ica (COAA) will be presenting a Band Organ 
Rally in Olcott, NY (Routes 18 & 78) on  
Saturday and Sunday July 27 & 28 from 
11:00 am to 5:00 pm each day .   
  This free event will feature over 30  
mechanical instruments from the USA,  
Germany, and France.  Merry-Go-Round 
Organs, European Fairground Organs, and 
Street Organs will be displayed by collectors 
from as far away as Florida.   
  Come and enjoy The Happiest Music On 
Earth overlooking Lake Ontario!  For more 
information, contact RTOS member Dan 
Wilke at (716) 825-7266 (evenings only).  

NOTE:  RTOS members receive a 15% discount per 
ticket purchased by entering the code- Organ15  


