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Jerry Nagano: “That Ain’t the
Way | Heard It!”

Jerry Nagano was born
and raised in the Los Angeles
area where he began his musi-
cal training at age ten. From
the very beginning, the movies
played a major role in his mu-
sical life. It was because of
attending a silent movie show
accompanied by the theater
pipe organ that Jerry took an
interest in the organ. After in-
struction on electronic organ,
he had a chance to study with
organist Gaylord Carter, the
very person who played for
that silent film years before.

During his college years,
Jerry was the organist at the
Pasadena Civic Auditorium
playing their famed Reginald
Foort/BBC Moller Pipe organ.
Friendships were made which
led to instruction with Carter,
Gordon Kibbee, and much lat-
er with the late Tom Hazleton.

For ten years, Jerry was
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Jerry Nagano
Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday April 14, 2024
2:00 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

the featured artist at Ye Olde
Pizza Joynt in San Lorenzo,

home of the “Wurlitzer in the
Pizza Parlor” concept. Since
the Pizza Joynt days, Jerry

has played at the Stanford
Theater in Palo Alto where
Classic Hollywood is screened
nightly with intermissions per-
formed on the Mighty
Wourlitzer. Recent additions
include duties at the Oakland
Paramount and the California
Theatre in San Jose, playing
not only the 4-manual
auditorium organ but the fabu-
lous 2/10 Style 216 Wurlitzer in
the California’s lobby. Patrons
of the San Jose Opera and
Symphony Silicon Valley regu-
larly dance their way to their
seats to the rhythmic beat of
the Wurlitzer organ. In 2017,
Jerry was named Theater
Organist of the Year by the
American Theatre Organ Soci-
ety (ATOS).

Aside from his busy musical
life, during the day Jerry is a
Computer Systems Engineer
at Stanford University.

GooD FRIENDS AND SO MANY GOLDEN MEMORIES
by Russ Shaner

Jerry Nagano’s upcoming
visit to Rochester has evoked
a flood of memories for me.

In 1979, former RTOS
member Ron
Buhlmann and |
had driven
to California to
attend the ATOS
convention in LA.
A very young Jerry

Nagano was a featured artist
and brought the audience to
its feet with an electrifying
performance on the Koons
Wourlitzer housed in a
motorcycle repair shop.
Being the newly named
RTOS program chairman, |
quickly booked him! Jerry
first played for us here in
September 1980 and was the

first artist | invited to stay at
my home while he was here.
I’m not sure who was more
nervous. Here | was hosting
an “Artist” and here he was
3,000 miles from home at the
mercy of an older guy whom
he had barely met. In later
years he confided being so
scared, he not only locked his
(continued on page 2)
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Watch RTOS on YouTube!
Our YouTube channel is growing!
Look us up and click Subscribe to
see videos of complete concerts,
chamber tours and more on your
phone, computer or TV.
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. Just a $1 donation at each
concert pays for the Blower.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

If you have missed any concerts, you should visit
our library to see if you can borrow recordings of the
concerts you missed. The library is open before the
concert and during intermission.

I've talked to librarian Greg Spring about getting
= more information to our members about our

#2557 wonderful library: a “hidden resource.” As a new
member many years ago, | borrowed several CDs at each
concert. At that time, cars had CD players. | enjoyed trips back
and forth to Keuka Lake with my choice of music. Radio stations,
especially at night, don’t get great reception there. | still play CDs
of my favorite theatre organ artists both at home and at Keuka.

There are years of our concerts on tape, available if you still
have a tape player. We then copied years of our concerts onto
CDs. More recently, our recordings have been copied onto thumb
drives. In addition, we have approximately 500 LPs, 500 pieces of
printed music, and 50 books. There are also commercial CDs of
organ and theatre organ music available to be borrowed.

In another media - I'm interested in knowing what you would
like to see us include in the Blower. More history? More
pictures? More local events? Information about the Board
members and volunteers? Please email me, or stop to see me
at the concerts.

Many people have commented about the wonderful
opportunities RTOS has created for young artists in the past year
or more. Brett Miller, Gavin Rice, Ben Forsthoffer, and all the
Eastman Bunch students have given really outstanding and well -
received performances that have been so appreciated by RTOS
members. It is also great to know that the young artists have
appreciated the enthusiasm and warm welcomes they have
received. We want to continue “growing” young artists and
continue the warm reception all our artists receive. We want
Rochester to be the place that all artists want to come!

Looking forward to seeing you at Jerry Nagano’s concert.

—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)

FRIENDS AND MEMORIES

(continued from page 1)

door, he wedged a chair
under the door knob!

We survived! Jerry has
been a dear friend for nearly
45 years. We have shared
many good times. His up-
coming stay will be his eighth.

This will also quite likely be my
last time hosting an RTOS
artist in my home. Many artists
have played for RTOS over the
years. | am proud that many,
including Jerry, are among my
closest and dearest friends.
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RTOS NAMES NEW SAFETY COORDINATOR
by Brian Volkmar

2 e The safety
of everyone
attending
RTOS concerts
is of the high-
est importance.
= = RTOS has
taken speC|f|c
o« steps to im-
prove our Safety Program.
Director Brian Volkmar began
his first term in January and
has accepted the position of
Safety Coordinator. With
input from Board members and
collaboration with RBTL man-
agement, we have written and
adopted Safety Guideline
procedures to be used at all
RTOS concerts within the West
Herr Auditorium Theatre.

Our Safety Guideline proce-
dures outline the proper steps
to be followed in the event of
a medical emergency or fire.
These include, but are not
limited to, the people to be

notified and the location of
the necessary first aid and
firefighting equipment. All
RTOS Board members, ush-
ers, and RBTL personnel at
the March 3rd concert were
given a copy of the proce-
dures and walked through the
location of medical kits, Auto-
matic Emergency Defibrilla-
tors (AEDs) and fire extin-
guishers.
The RBTL on-premises
Security person and RBTL
r Stage Manager
have recently
been trained and
certified in first
aid. Ushers and Board mem-
bers will always have the
RBTL Security person’s name
and phone number as well as
the Stage Manager’s phone
number listed on the back of
their badge. Additionally,
RTOS members Geraldine
and Dr. David Speck, Susan

Shukis, and Chris Haag have
first aid training and have vol-
unteered to assist in the event
of a medical emergency at the
theatre. If there is ever an
emergency affecting the audi-
ence, instructions will be given
from the stage.
2 We want you to
9= know that safety is
" our primary con-
cern. We are pre-
pared for the unex-
pected and hope
never to have to
use these proce-
dures. If you have

a safety concern

or see a potential
safety issue at an RTOS con-
cert, please contact the RTOS
Safety Coordinator or any
Board member.

If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact
Brian Volkmar at bjvolkmar@
gmail.com or 585-703-3082.

2026 ATOS CONVENTION
by Chris Van Stean

Bob Bower and | are corre-
sponding with venues for the
2026 ATOS Convention. We
are looking at Shea's Buffalo
to help celebrate their 100th
anniversary. We are also
planning the Convention to
go to the Riviera in North To-
nawanda, the Capital in Rome,
and the Clemens Center in
Elmira. We are working on a
couple other theatre organ
sites including the new Barton
at RIT which will hopefully be
completed in time for the

Convention. We will have
concerts at the Auditorium
Theatre and the Eisenhart
Auditorium. The difficulty has
been reaching the responsi-
ble people, trying to book
events over two years in
advance, and getting cost
estimates for the budget!

The Convention will have a
Pre-Glow, 3-day Convention,
and After-Glow. We are look-
ing at places of interest in
those locations including the
Corning Museum of Glass

and the Wurlitzer Building.
Joanna Ruffino, our transpor-
tation manager, is working on
busing costs.

Our next step is to create a
budget for the whole conven-
tion and approval by ATOS.

You can read more and join
the conversation about the
Convention on the 2026 ATOS
Convention Facebook group
page at: www.facebook.com/
groups/2026atosconvention/.
A Convention website will be
set up later this year.
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JERRY NAGANO . -
For his 8th RTOS concert
appearance.
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RTOS 2023-2024 CONCERTS
West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change. Please

check out our website for latest information.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY
607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/

Jerry Nagano Apr 14 2:00 PM
Walt Strony May 19 2:00 PM

Nancy Wildoner May 18 7:00 PM

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)

(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580

Jonathan Kleefield Apr 21 2:00 PM $15.00/Under 16, $5.00

Donnie Rankin May 5 2:00 PM $15.00/Under 16, $5.00
Info: https://www.syracusewurlitzer.com/

OPEN CONSOLE
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Apr21 May 5 Jun 16 Jul 14
Aug 11 Sep 8 Oct13 Nov 10 Dec 8

Check venue websites for latest information

All dates subject to change

EARLY-MARCH: BEN FORSTHOFFER
Photos by Richard Neidich

RBTL’sS NEw FUNDRAISING
COMMITTEE

The Rochester Broadway Theatre
League (RBTL) has announced its new
fundraising committee. The committee
will work to attract funding for the ongoing
renovation projects at the West Herr Audi-
torium Theatre and Performing Arts Cen-
ter. It's estimated that the renovations will
cost $75 million to make the buildings
more accessible and to enhance the ex-
perience for performers and patrons. The
goal is to raise $35 million in Rochester.
RBTL has already raised $14 million dol-
lars. It's goal is to finish renovations by
2030, which will be the theatre’s 100th
anniversary.

(Source: News10NBC, 3/11/2024)




