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Ian Fraser’s 
fascination with 
organs started at 
the age of two 
when he heard a 
band organ on a 

local carousel in his hometown 
of Staten Island, NY. His 
interests soon expanded into 
the world of mechanical music 
with orchestrions, player 
pianos, etc. When he was 16, 
after seeing a silent film at 
Chaminade High School in 
Mineola, NY in 2017, he got 
the chance to sit at the console 
and play the theatre organ for 
the first time. From there, he 
has followed his passion to 
become a theatre organist. 
Leveraging his ability to play by 
ear, Ian taught himself in just a 
few short years to play the 
theatre organ. This has been 
influenced by studying his 
favorite genres and organists.  
  Now residing in Plainfield, 
NJ, Ian is the house organist at 
the St. George Theatre in 
Staten Island playing pre-
shows for their Classic Movie 
and Arts-In-Education series. 
He has also performed at the 
Bardavon Opera House, the 
Loew’s Jersey Theatre, the 
Trenton War Memorial, the 
Brook Arts Center, the Union 
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Professor William 
Porter, an Honor-
ary Member of 
RTOS, is making 
his 12th appear-
ance with the 

“Bunch” since he and then-
ESM student Jonathan Ortloff 
began the Eastman Bunch in 
2007.  Bill is a graduate of 
Oberlin College and Yale Uni-
versity, the former of which he 
taught organ and harpsichord 
from 1974-1986.  From 1985-
2002 he taught organ, music 
history, and music theory at 
the New England Conservato-
ry in Boston.  From 2001-2005 
he taught improvisation at Yale 
University.  Bill was Professor 
of Organ, Harpsichord, and 
Improvisation at Eastman from 
2002 until his retirement in 
2013, while concurrently a 
member of the music faculty at 
McGill University in Montreal 
where he lived from 2004 until 
fall of 2015. Now residing in 
Rochester, he has returned to 
Eastman as an Adjunct Profes-
sor of Organ. 

Adam Chlebek is 
pursuing a MM de-
gree in organ per-
formance in the 
studio of Nathan 
Laube.  He com-

pleted his undergraduate  
studies in organ, choral sing-
ing, and conducting at Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music.  A 
Polish-American from Chicago, 

IL, he earned second prize at 
the 2022 Taylor Organ Com-
petition and has performed 
throughout the United States 
and Poland.  Adam is current-
ly the Director of Music at  
St. Thomas More Catholic 
Church in Brighton and sings 
in the Christ Church Schola 
Cantorum. 

Charles Francis 
is pursuing a MM 
degree in organ 
performance in 
the studio of Na-
than Laube.  He 

completed his undergraduate 
studies at the Royal Birming-
ham Conservatoire (UK). 
Charles has performed in  
noted UK venues such as 
Westminster Abbey, both St. 
Paul’s Cathedral and St. 
John’s Smith Square in Lon-
don, St John’s College in 
Cambridge, and a recent solo 
performance at the St. Al-
ban’s International Organ 
Festival. Charles is currently 
the Assistant Organist at the 
Third Presbyterian Church in 
Rochester, as well as Organ-
ist for the Christ Church 
Schola Cantorum. 
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Eastman Bunch XV 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday March 24, 2024  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

EB XV’s Special 

Guest: Ian Fraser 
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President’s Letter 

  As I mentioned in the last issue of the Blower, one 
of the goals at RTOS is to provide education and 
performance opportunities for youth interested in 
theatre organ. Professor Porter has these specific 
goals for the Eastman Bunch performers: 
  *Students become skilled in adapting to different 
types of instruments, requiring a different technique 

from that of the classical organ, and a different way of managing 
sound. 
  *Students become more skilled in improvisation by the practice 
of arranging popular songs for the theater organ, particularly in the 
practice of harmonizing by ear. 
  *Students become conversant with various musical styles 
which are unfamiliar to many classically trained musicians, leading 
to an increased depth of overall musicianship. 
  RTOS members have enjoyed this unique opportunity and 
relationship, now for the fifteenth time.  Our thanks to Professor 
Porter and the Eastman Bunch students for their hard work and 
wonderful musical skills. 
  We are pleased to announce we have been contacted by the 
Genesee Community Charter School to do a return performance 
for their school at the Eisenhart Auditorium in March.  Tim 
Schramm has volunteered to engage the several hundred 
elementary students with theatre organ music and demonstration 
of the organ’s features. 
  Bob Bower and I have been busy on convention details and 
planning.  The DoubleTree Hotel on Jefferson Road was chosen 
as the convention hotel for 2026. We are now working on 
confirming venues and budget costs. 
  Looking forward to seeing you at the Eastman Bunch and Ian 
Fraser concert! 

         —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org) Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

County Performing Arts Center, The Sunnybrook Ballroom, and 
Babson College, among others. 
  Ian is the 2023 first-place winner of the American Theatre Or-
gan Society’s Young Theatre Organist Competition.  He is a si-
lent film accompanist and has recently developed a new live 
show format featuring silent shorts, historical presentation, and a 
mini-concert.  Ian also maintains an interest in the restoration of 
pipe organs and mechanical musical instruments. 

Additional biographical information is available  
on the RTOS website at rtosonline.org 

Ian Fraser 
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James Jeffrey is 
a second year un-
dergraduate organ 
performance major 
in the studio of  
David Higgs.  He 

is currently employed as a 
VanDelinder Fellow at Christ 
Church, Rochester.  He previ-
ously studied with Daniel 
Brownell at First United Church 
of Christ in Milford, CT and 
held the position of Director of 
Music at Calvary St. George 
Episcopal Church in Bridge-
port, CT.  Most recently, James 
was a Choral Scholar in the 
Bass section at Christ Church. 
He has experience as a pia-
nist, drummer, clarinetist and 
composer, writing in a variety 
of genres.  

Katherine Jolliff is 
an undergraduate 
organ performance 
major in the studio 
of David Higgs.  A 
native of Indianap-

olis, IN, she began piano stud-
ies at age 5 and started learn-
ing the organ in her freshman 
year of high school. After com-
pleting her first two years of 
high school, she finished her 
studies with honors at Inter-
lochen Arts Academy majoring 
in both piano and organ perfor-
mance along with the Fine Arts 
Award in Organ Performance. 
In addition to being declared a 
winner at the Regional Compe-
tition for Young Organists com-
petition, she won first prize in 
the East Carolina University 
Young Artists Competition in 
organ performance (including  

the Bach Interpretation Prize 
and the Hymn Playing Award) 
as well as first place in the 
2021 M. Louise Miller and 
Paul E Knox Scholarship 
Competition. Most recently, 
she won first place in the Im-
manuel Lutheran Organ 
Scholar Competition and the 
Taylor Organ Competition.  

Daniel Minnick is 
pursuing a DMA 
degree in organ 
performance and 
literature in the 
studio of David 

Higgs, having previously 
studied with Nathan Laube. A 
native of north Queensland, 
Australia, Daniel holds both 
bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in piano performance, 
and is a registered piano 
technician (RPT).  In 2020 he 
was named as one of three 
finalists in both the Arthur 
Poister Scholarship Competi-
tion and the First Presbyteri-
an Church National Organ 
Competition (Fort Wayne, IN). 
Daniel was awarded 1st prize 
at the 2022 Sursa American 
Organ Competition and at the 
2022 Seattle Convention of 
the AGO. Daniel currently 
serves as a teaching assis-
tant for the theory and aural 
skills undergraduate curricu-
lum at Eastman, having com-
pleted the requirements for 
Eastman’s Certificate of Ad-
vanced Achievement in Theo-
ry Pedagogy.  This is his fifth 
performance with the 
“Bunch.” 
  Aaron Tan is pursuing a  

DMA degree in or-
gan performance in 
the studio of David 
Higgs. He received 
his MM and MMA 
from Yale Universi-

ty.  He currently serves as Or-
ganist and Director of Music at 
St. Alban's Catholic Church 
(Ordinariate) and The Episco-
pal Church of St. Luke & St. 
Simon Cyrene, both in Roch-
ester. He is also Instructor of 
Piano at Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY, 
as well as a Secondary Organ 
Instructor at Eastman.  More 
information about Aaron's mu-
sical activities can be found at 
www.aarontan.org.  

Jonghee Yoon is 
pursuing an Ad-
vanced Diploma in 
the studio of Na-
than Laube.  She 
earned a MM de-

gree in sacred music and or-
gan performance from East 
Carolina University, and a 
bachelor’s degree from Ewha 
Woman’s University in Seoul. 
She was organ scholar at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Greenville, NC. Jonghee previ-
ously served as organist at the 
Daeshin Church in Seoul, and 
conductor at Yoido Full Gospel 
Church in Seoul. In 2022, 
Jonghee was the first organist 
to win the Rising Stars compe-
tition of the Raleigh Symphony 
Orchestra, and was featured 
as a soloist. She was selected 
as part of the “20 under 30 – 
Class of 2023” for The Diapa-
son Magazine in 2023.  



 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  

607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
May 19, 2:00 pm   Artist TBA 

 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/ 
 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  

Jonathan Kleefield,  April 21, 2:00 pm  $15.00/Under 16, $5.00 
Info:  https://www.syracusewurlitzer.com/ 

 
Check venue websites for latest information 

 

RTOS 2023-2024 CONCERTS 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

 

EB XV & Ian Fraser    Mar 24  2:00 PM 
Jerry Nagano       Apr 14  2:00 PM 
Walt Strony       May 19 2:00 PM 
 

OPEN CONSOLE 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Apr 21  May 5  Jun 16  Jul 14 
Aug 11  Sep 8  Oct 13  Nov 10  Dec 8 

All dates subject to change 

February Concert: David Peckham 

Photos by Ted McWharf 

Welcome to the RTOS - Eastman School EBXV Concert 

RTOS is Pleased to present the fifteenth edition of our annual, highly acclaimed Eastman Bunch Concert.  
Unique among theatre organ organizations, we are proud of our collaboration with the of the world famous 
University of Rochester/Eastman School of Music’s Organ, Sacred Music and Historical Keyboards department 
headed by prominent organist and professor, David Higgs.  David’s staff includes Edoardo Bellotti, Stephen 
Kennedy, Internationally acclaimed classical organist Nathan Laube, and William Porter.   

Professor Porter is also an RTOS Honorary Member and each year collaborates  to select and mentor the 
students chosen to perform as that year’s Eastman Bunch.  “Bill” devotes many hours each year selecting the 
students and helping them bridge the gap between the classical/sacred music curriculum taught at Eastman 
and the unique theatre organ music so loved by RTOS fans.  While it is sometimes difficult to understand the 
differences in the two types of organ performance, it really involves two vastly different disciplines. 

When the Eastman School was founded in the early 1920s, it included courses for teaching theatre organ 
playing, primarily for training students in the art of silent movie accompaniment  The instruments were three 
Marr/Colton 2/5 theatre organs in school practice rooms and a 2/7 Wurlitzer in a screening room above the 
theatre as well as “The World’s Largest Theatre Pipe Organ”, the 229 rank Austin installed in the Eastman 
Theatre.  Several prominent theatre organists of the period including the iconic Rosa Rio studied at Eastman.   

As has become our usual custom, the students will perform during the first half of the program and the 
current winner of the American Theatre Organ Society's’ (ATOS) annual Young Theatre Organist Competition 
will be our special guest organist and perform the second half of the concert.  This years’ performer will be a 
gifted young man, Ian Fraser, originally from Staten Island, NY and now residing in Plainfield, NJ,. Ian has 
already performed before a number of northeast US theatre organ venues.  We are proud to have the 
opportunity to bring this talented young man to Rochester to perform on the RTOS-Grierson Mighty Wurlitzer. 


