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Ben Forsthoffer’s passion
for the theatre organ started at
the age of five when he first
heard the Wurlitzer Pipe Organ
at Radio City Music Hall in
New York City. Years later, he
heard the organ again at a
family gathering and then be-
gan to learn to play the theatre
organ. Today, he is making a
name for himself at a very
young age and studying with
world renowned theatre organ-
ist Jelani Eddington. His focus
and determination to be part of
the stage is driven by his pure
enjoyment and dedication to
the instrument.

Ben has attended over fifty
theatre organ performances,
and performed in numerous
venues including the Colonial
Theatre in Phoenixville, PA;
the Loew's Jersey Theatre in
Jersey City, NJ; Dickinson
High School in Wilmington,
DE; and Babson College in
Wellesley, MA; and many
more.

Our #1 Goal for 2024 is to
increase RTOS membership!
One of our initiatives is to in-
crease our presence on social
media platforms to extend out-
reach to younger people. Most
young people get their news
and entertainment, share

Ben resides in Bucks
County, PA with his parents
Brian and Donna Forsthoffer.
He is a junior in high school
and is looking forward to his
years in college.

experiences, and view adver-
tisements on social media
platforms such as YouTube,
Facebook, Instagram, TikTok,
etc. Here is an update:
Vice-President Bob Bower
maintains our YouTube
(continued on page 3)

At the December 2022
concert, RTOS President Chris
Van Stean conferred the status
of Honorary Member on
Auditorium Theatre stage
manager Gary Zaccaria. This
is the 37th time in its 60 year
history that RTOS has
conferred this honor on
someone who has made
significant contributions to the
society. Gary was recognized
for his many years of
exceptional service.

The plaque reads, in part,
“Always ‘in charge’ backstage
at RTOS concerts, Gary is
always willing to go above and
beyond to accommodate our
needs and desires, willingly
advising and creating a team
atmosphere.” Much of the
success of RTOS events over
SO many concert seasons is
directly attributable to his spirit
of cooperation, professionalism
and high regard for RTOS.

Congratulations Gary!



This month we have the opportunity to further the
RTOS mission and goals by providing educational
and performance opportunities for youth interested in
theatre organ.

We are pleased to welcome Ben Forsthoffer on
2~ March 3. As we have often heard from our artists,

; ®% Ben's interest in theatre organ began at a very early
age. Now Whl|e still in high school, he has already performed a
number of concerts for several theatre organ groups.

On March 24, we will feature students from the Eastman
School of Music for the 15th time thanks to the skills and tutelage
of RTOS Honorary Member, ESM’s Professor William Porter. Itis
important for RTOS to provide these opportunities to young
people to encourage growing performers for the future, as well as
supporting them as they reach a whole new generation of
listeners. Jonathan Ortloff in 2009 and Alex Jones in 2017 won
Young Artist Awards from ATOS after participating in the Eastman
Bunch. Brett Miller continues to impress audiences and bring
innovative ideas to theatre organ groups.

Recently | spent a few hours trying to reach members who had
not renewed their membership for 2024. Five of the 10 numbers |
tried calling were disconnected or otherwise unavailable. Please
contact Ken Wilson (info at left) so we can update our records.
—Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org)

RTOS will host the 2026 American Theatre Organ Society
Convention in July 2026. Bob Bower and Chris Van Stean are co
-chairs. Bob has been busy with establishing preliminary venue

Visit the RTOS EALE  contacts and visiting potential area hotels. The convention will be

website at: shorter than the 2019 convention which was 7 days.

www.rtosonline.org [s] The organ at Shea’s Buffalo will celebrate its 100th birthday in
2026 which will be a highlight of the convention. David Peckham

Watch RTOS on YouTube! has been busy with repairs on that organ.

Our YouTube channel is growing! Chris has been reviewing three notebooks of documentation

Look -Lés up afnd cIicI|< M 0| from the 2019 convention and drafting a new timeline of tasks.
See VIoeos of complete Concerts, Fortunately, many of the tasks to be done and information pro-

chamber tours and more on your . , . .
phone, computer or TV. vided at that convention were saved and updating the infor-

; mation will be much easier than creating it originally!
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951 g
-_— A budget needs to be created in the next few months to be

submitted to ATOS for approval. Documentation from the last
JusTt $1 convention will be a help in drafting the new budget.

As additional people are needed, Bob or Chris will contact
Help RTOS keep the music play- them to join in. Late fall 2025 and spring 2026 volunteers will be
ing. Just a $1 donation at each requested and trained as greeters, registration staff, bus cap-
concert pays for the Blower. tains, and drivers for artists.

DonATE
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channel. You can find our
YouTube channel at https://
www.youtube.com/@wurlitzer
1951. Here you can watch
nearly 40 videos of past perfor-
mances by your favorite artists.
You can also weave your way
through the organ pipe cham-
bers high above the stage in
the West Herr Auditorium The-
atre. There are currently over
650 subscribers to the channel.
If you haven’t checked it out,
make it a point to visit and you
may end up binging on the en-
tertaining performances!

In February 2023, Member-
ship Chair Ken Wilson and Bob
Bower launched a “group” page
on Facebook.com. Go to
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/RochesterTheater
OrganSociety. The RTOS
Facebook group has grown to
over 150 members since its
inception. Group members in-
clude RTOS members, theatre
organ artists, and theatre organ
enthusiasts locally and interna-
tionally. Anyone with a Face-
book account can join the
group by invitation from an ex-
isting group member or by an-
swering three simple questions
to be admitted by a group ad-
ministrator.

Publicity Chair Gary Brum-
baugh is a top contributor to
the Facebook group posting
information relevant to RTOS
members such as upcoming
concert notifications, Open
Console dates, RTOS history
and information resources, etc.
Other members contribute con-
cert photos, theatre renovation
updates, and articles of interest

to the wider theatre organ
community. Members are
encouraged to post and to
share comments on postings
to further enrich the content.
Become a member of the
group to keep up on the latest
information between con-
certs!

Instagram and TikTok
accounts have recently been
created. You can Follow us
at https://www.instagram.
com/wurlitzer1951/ and
https://www.tiktok.com/
@wurlitzer1951, respectively.
These accounts are in their
infancy and will develop as
we learn more about how to
attract Followers. Here you
will find more video- and pho-
to-based content intended to
be both informative and of
interest to younger audienc-
es. We will bring you up-
dates in future issues of the
Blower. In the meantime, en-
courage the young people in
your life to check these plat-
forms out ... and why not
take the plunge yourself?

If you are active online,
please visit our social media
platforms and Subscribe,
Friend, or Follow us to be-
come more engaged with
RTOS, and the local and
worldwide theatre organ
community. If you haven't yet
investigated social media,
please find us at the address-
es mentioned above to join in
and help us to promote
RTOS. If you have any ques-
tions and need assistance in
accessing our social media
channels, contact me at

publicity@rtosonline.org.

Author’s Note: Yes, | under-
stand there is a lot of garbage
posted on social media; howev-
er, | choose to use social me-
dia to advance RTOS and the-
atre organ to the rational
younger audiences who do not
see or use traditional TV, radio,
and print media outlets to get
information. | hope you will
choose to participate to edu-
cate and enrich the experienc-
es on these platforms such that
younger people will see the val-
ue in theatre organ music, his-
tory, and preservation.

COVID and the ensuing
lockdowns hit many entertain-
ment organizations and venues
hard. RTOS was no exception.
The good news is that, since
the pandemic, RTOS’ year-
over-year concert attendance
is increasing! Concert attend-
ance (not including concert
staff — Officers, Ushers, Crew,
etc.) for the eight concerts in
2022 was 1020 attendees.
That is an average of 128 at-
tendees per concert. Concert
attendance (again, not includ-
ing concert staff) for the eight
concerts from February 2023
through January 2024 was
1465 attendees. That is an
average of 183 attendees per
concert -- a 44% increase over
2022!

(continued on page 4)



RTOS 2023-2024 CONCERTS
West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change. Please

check out our website for latest information.

Ben Forsthoffer Mar 03 2:00 PM
EB XV & lan Fraser Mar 24 2:00 PM
Jerry Nagano Apr 14 2:00 PM
Walt Strony May 19 2:00 PM

OPEN CONSOLE
Rochester Museum & Science Center

Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Mar 10 Apr 21 May 5 Jun 16 Jul 14
Aug 11 Sep 8 Oct 13 Nov 10 Dec 8

All dates subject to change

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY
607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/
May 19, 2:00 pm Artist TBA

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wourlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Feb. 25, 2024 @ 3:00 pm CAMDEN CHURCH Free admission

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580
Info: https://www.syracusewurlitzer.com/

Check venue websites for latest information

The December concert is
traditionally a higher draw.
December 2023 was no excep-
tion when Tim Schramm &
Friends entertained 340
attendees. This number in-
cludes a Mystery Bus Tour
group of 50 people arranged
by RTOS member Joanna
Ruffino through her employer.
If we reduce this outlier to the
average of 160 attendees at
the other seven concerts, that
still results in a 26% increase
over 2022!

Over the past year, you

have read here in the Blower
about our efforts to extend
our outreach by advertising
concert themes, presenting to
professional and community
groups, pointing people to the
concert performance videos
on YouTube, posting regular-
ly on our Facebook Group
channel, and providing post-
ers to hang on public bulletin
boards. These efforts have
certainly helped; however, |
truly believe the best advertis-
ing comes from referrals.
That's where our members

can have a big impact!
People respond best to re-
ferrals from people they trust.
So, please continue to spread
the word about the tremen-
dously skilled artists and won-
derful programs RTOS is pre-
senting. Your enthusiasm
when talking to friends, rela-
tives, co-workers, club mem-
bers, etc. will help to increase
concert attendance which in
turn will help our #1 Goal to
increase membership in 2024!
Thanks for your support!



