
 

 

Mark Herman Accompanies 
The Black Pirate 

starring Douglas Fairbanks 
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Official Newsletter of the Rochester Theater Organ Society, Inc. 
Celebrating our 60th year. 

Mark Herman 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday February 11, 2024  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

Mark Herman is one of 
America’s busiest theatre 
organists, performing over  
30 concerts and silent film 
presentations annual in the US 
and abroad.  In 2012, he was 
named ATOS Organist of the 
Year and is the youngest 
person ever to receive this 
prestigious honor.  Previously, 
he was overall winner of the 
ATOS Young Theatre Organist 
Competition in 2004. 

Mark studied theatre organ 
with the late John Ferguson of 
Indianapolis, who was well 
known as a teacher of the art 
of the theatre organ.  He also 
studied classical piano with 
Christine Freeman of Fort 
Wayne, IN.  Mark holds a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
in Theatre Arts/Management 
from DePaul University in 
Chicago. 

Mark has been featured in 
several episodes of American 
Public Media’s Pipedreams 
and has performed for 
countless conventions of the 
American Theatre Organ 
Society, American Guild of 
Organists, and Organ 
Historical Society. On the 
international stage, he has 
toured in Australia, New 
Zealand, Switzerland, and the 
United Kingdom.  His 
compositions, arrangements, 
and performances have been 

heard both on television and 
in motion pictures.  In 2019, 
Mark was honored to be 
featured alongside the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic 
Orchestra for a rare organ 
solo cameo. 

As a film accompanist 
and scorer, Mark has 
developed a reputation for 
dramatic period-authentic 
film scores with historically 
informed presentations that 
not only resonate with but 
captivate modern 
audiences.  In 2019, he was 
commissioned to compose 
and record two new scores 
for The Criterion Collection's 
latest Harold Lloyd Blu-ray 
release. 

Mark currently resides in 
Los Angeles where he is 
President of Mark Herman 
Music LLC, a provider of 
organ-related services and 
products.  He is in demand as 
an organ consultant and 
project manager, as well as a 
voicing specialist and tonal 
consultant for Allen Organs 
and is proud to be an Allen 
Artist, showcasing new Allen 
Organs in the US and 
beyond. 

We are pleased to welcome 
Mark to Rochester for his 
fourth RTOS appearance. 

 

The Black Pirate 

Starring 

Douglas Fairbanks 

The Black Pirate is a 1926 
American silent action 
adventure film shot entirely in 
two-color Technicolor about an 
adventurer and a "company" of 
pirates. 

Directed by Albert Parker, it 
stars Douglas Fairbanks, 
Donald Crisp, Sam De Grasse, 
and Billie Dove.  In 1993, The 
Black Pirate was included in 
the annual selection of 25 
motion pictures to be added to 
the National Film Registry of 
the Library of Congress, being 
deemed "culturally, historically, 
or aesthetically significant."  

         - Wikipedia 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  

(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

Membership Chair 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

membership@rtosonline.org 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
Blower Editor 

Laura Finger 
labf78@gmail.com 

—————————— 
Open Console 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
Program Chair 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

programming@rtosonline.org 
—————————— 

RTOS Publicity 
Gary Brumbaugh 
(585) 329-1999 

publicity@rtosonline.org 

President’s Letter 

  Last month I wrote about all the accomplishments 
of the Board and volunteers during 2023 to thank 
them for all their work.  This month I would like to 
recognize all the members who have made donations 
to RTOS from February 1, 2023 until December 31, 
2023.  As I have mentioned before, dues do not cover 
the costs of producing the concerts and the 

associated costs of mailing, printing, insurance, etc.   

  I’d also like to mention the donations made in memory of those 
no longer with us: Paul Allison, Mary Savine, and Ken Evans.   

Thank you to their friends and relatives who give us the 
opportunity to honor them.  Although we can’t recognize you by 
name, we appreciate everyone who contributes through the 
donation boxes on the membership table. 

  Looking forward to seeing you at the Mark Herman concert! 

         —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org) 

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

Many Thanks to Our Donors  

(February 1, 2023—December 31, 2023) 

Richard & Kay Frenz  
Gary D. Haines  
Alex & Debra Heinonen   
Roger & Bonnie Howlett  
Retired Professionals Society 
Glenn G. Roat  
Stephen Rose  
Lawrence & Charlene Schuth 
Karen Seyfried 
William Smith 
Herbert & Jeannette Sohn  
Louis J. Volino  
Tim Wagner 
Lisa Wemett 
Alan J. & Diane C. Whitcomb  
Morene Wright   
 
Sponsor ($50 - $99) 
Robert & Georgina Becker 
Brad Bovenzi   
John & Marie Bower  
Mr. & Mrs. William Brewer  
Gary & Lana Brumbaugh*** 
Susan Call 
Keith Conrad  

Guardian ($500 or more) 
Jan & Tom Brewer 
Gary & Lana Brumbaugh 
Peter M. & Doris Depew  
Robert Hunter  
Russ Shaner 
Christine Van Stean 
Roger Wood  
 
President’s Circle ($250-
$499) 
Scott M. McCarthy  
Ronald Moffatt  
Sally & Charles Parmigiani 
Barb Quinlisk** 
John L. Strawway  
 
Benefactor ($100 - $249) 
Gregory Allison* 
Joseph & Kum Suk Balconi   
Frances L. Burns  
Margaret D. Compton 
Sean Darby* 
Mendal W. & Bertie Dick  
John A. Dunham  
 

mailto:president@rtosonline.org
http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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Jack L. & Ginny Kellogg  
Bill & Sheila Limburg  
Theresa Mulee  
Larry & Cheryl Prutzman* 
Robert Robson 
Elizabeth Weber-Worden 
 
Friend ($10 - $24) 
Richard Neidich 
Mary & Lawrence Tyndall  
 
*In memory of Paul Allison 
**In memory of Mary Savine  
***In memory of Ken Evans 

December Concert: Tim Schramm & Friends 

Photos by Richard Neidich 

James R. Dalberth  
Marilyn & Arthur Elting*  
Fairport Public Library 
Laurence W. & Anne Feasel  
Friends of Penfield Public  
Library 
Louis Giordano 
John & Sandra L. Glantz  
Howard Green  
E.M. Haag 
Rachel & John Hargarther  
John & Phyllis Krest  
Bob Maney 
Gregory Marshall  

Thomas Munger 
Barbara A. Paulick  
Perinton Historical Society 
Larry Smith 
 
Patron ($25 - $49) 
John Allen 
Anne Bell 
Garth & Martha Brokaw 
Nancy Burdulis 
Dale & Linda Butts  
Robert Carges 
Kristen Elting* 
Donald W. Jermyn  

Many Thanks to Our Donors (February 1, 2023—December 31, 2023) 
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UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  

607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/ 
Feb. 25, 2024 @ 3:00 pm Join 18 year old Organist CAMDEN 
CHURCH for an afternoon of music from your favorite shows/

movies plus a short silent film Free  
 

(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  
Info:  https://www.syracusewurlitzer.com/ 

Check venue websites for latest information 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President  
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs  
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity 
Ted McWharf, Director  
Richard Neidich, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Brian Volkmar, Director 
Tim Wagner, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 

 

RTOS 2023-2024 CONCERTS 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

Mark Herman     Feb 11  2:00 PM 
Ben Forsthoffer     Mar 03  2:00 PM 
EBXV & Ian Fraser     Mar 24  2:00 PM 
Jerry Nagano     Apr 14  2:00 PM 
Walt Strony     May 19  2:00 PM 
 

 

Open Console  
Rochester Museum & Science Center  

Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

Feb 18  Mar 10  Apr 21  May 5  Jun 16  Jul 14 
Aug 11  Sep 8  Oct 13  Nov 10  Dec 8 

 
All dates subject to change 

January Concert: Alex Jones 

Photos by Ted McWharf 

http://www.binghamtontos.org/
http://www.rivieratheatre.org/

