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Tim Schramm and Friends 
“Jingle All The Way” 

at the West Herr Auditorium Theatre 

Tim Schramm 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday December  10, 2023  

2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

 

NOTE: New Earlier Start Time 

Tim Schramm is a native 
of Rochester, NY and is no 
stranger to the piano and 
organ.  He showed a keen 
interest in and started playing 
the piano at age 6.  At age 10 
his parents introduced him to 
the Mighty Wurlitzer in the 
Auditorium Theatre in 
Rochester, and it was love at 
first sight!  Since that day the 
organ has become his passion.  
Tim played his first church 
service at age 11. Since then, 
he has played for church 
services, weddings, funerals, 
organ dedications, and theatre 
organ concerts.  

As a young teenager, Tim 
traveled with the Harmonaires 
Gospel Quartet out of Buffalo, 
NY where he developed his 
Southern Gospel style piano 
skills.  He has produced a CD 
titled Songs of Reflection & 
Hope that features his piano 
artistry.  

Tim is currently Director of 
Music Ministries at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church in 
Newark, NY.  He also plays the 
organ for services in other 
churches as needs arise.  He 
is retired from the Rochester 
City School District where  
he was a full-time choir 
accompanist at The School of 
the Arts.  Over the last 20 
years, Tim has produced and  

directed the well-loved 
Christmas Follies for the 
Rochester Theater Organ 
Society (RTOS).  When the 
pandemic hit and RTOS 
couldn’t hold in-person 
concerts, Tim graciously 
offered his home and talents 
to video a large share of the 
Christmas Follies for RTOS 
members to watch on our 
YouTube channel.  The 
performance currently has 
over 3,800 views. 
  Tim now lives in East  

Palmyra, NY in a converted 
church.  He has an Allen digital 
theatre organ, a Rodgers 
hybrid pipe/electronic organ, 
two Hammond organs, a 
Baldwin 5’8” grand and a 9’ 
Baldwin concert grand piano in 
his music room named “The 
Victoria Schramm Memorial 
Music Room” which he has 
dedicated to the memory of his 
late daughter.  Tim currently 
uses his home to hold hymn 
sings and other small concerts 
that feature local talent.  He 
has ventured out into a new 
area and has recorded a 
Christmas song/video he wrote 
called “Miracle in Bethlehem” 
that was produced by Studio6 
Recording & Production in Ft. 
Lauderdale.  It can be seen on 
Tim’s YouTube channel.  

Tim has traveled to 
England many times to 
perform, thus taking his career 
international.  

Over the years, Tim has 
performed on the 4/23 many, 
many times for various events 
at the Auditorium.  Officially, 
this will be his 15th formal 
appearance for RTOS.  We are 
very pleased to have Tim 
perform for us on December 10 
along with a barbershop 
quartet, two tenor vocalists, 
and multimedia presentations 
in “Jingle All the Way!” 



 

 

Visit the RTOS website. Find us at: 
www.rtosonline.org  
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  Wishing you all Happy Holidays and a great New 
Year!  We are looking forward to Tim Schramm’s 
Christmas concert, “Jingle All the Way”.  This year’s 
program features some new guests joining Tim along 
with other surprises.  It should be a great family event! 
Don’t forget that children and students with school ID 
get in FREE.  Bring them along for a new experience!  
We know we will be having many new people attend 

the program – I look forward to welcoming everyone. 
If you haven’t sent your donation for the RTOS Annual Fund 

Drive, it is not too late!  All donations are gratefully received to help 
keep the music playing!  Also, if you haven’t renewed your 
membership for 2024 we urge you to do it before the end of the year. 

If things quiet down for you after the holidays and you are 
looking for something to do – we are always looking for volunteers.  
We’re always looking for people to help with publicity and marketing, 
computer skills, organ maintenance, and hospitality. 

Please make sure you keep us updated with your email address.  
If you are not receiving RTOS emails and wish to, please send a 
note to Ken Wilson at membership@rtosonline.org or see Ken at the 
membership table at concerts.  We want to make sure we can notify 
you if there are weather problems, last minute program changes, or 
other problems (like the October auditorium furnace failure). 

Many thanks to RBTL for their current policy of not charging for 
parking for our concerts.  Please note that in addition to the parking 
lot behind the building, you can also park in the lot (corner of Main 
St. and Birch Crescent) on the east side of the theatre if it is not 
blocked off.  Free parking may not last forever, but for now it is much 
appreciated.   

Our 2024 Winter/Spring concerts promise to be very exciting.  
Mark Herman has selected a rarely seen silent film, The Black Pirate, 
starring Douglas Fairbanks for February and young (still in high 
school) Ben Forsthoffer will make his debut RTOS appearance in 
early March.  Professor Bill Porter reports that he has 7 students 
signed up to perform in the 15th edition of the Eastman Bunch.  They 
are already working hard for the late March program which will 
include special guest performer Ian Fraser, the 2023 ATOS Young 
Theatre Organist Competition winner.  And last, but not least, April 
and May will bring back two RTOS favorites, Jerry Nagano and Walt 
Strony.  You won't want to miss any of these great performances! 

Just a reminder, did you arrive late for the October concert?  
Please remember that our programs now begin at 2pm unless 
otherwise noted. 

Looking forward to seeing you in January for the return of our 
own Alex Jones who has been working hard on his upcoming 
doctoral recitals in Houston, Texas. 

 
              —Chris Van Stean (president@rtosonline.org) 
 
P.S…..Please note my new RTOS email address! 

 

 
Rochester Theater Organ Society  

(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

membership@rtosonline.org 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
labf78@gmail.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

programming@rtosonline.org 
—————————— 

RTOS P�������� 
Gary Brumbaugh 
(585) 329-1999 

publicity@rtosonline.org 

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 



 

 

John Lauter Provided A Great Start 

to the ‘23 - 24 Concert Season 
Photos by Ted McWharf 

RTOS Blower 

RTOS Prepares to 

Turn 60 in 2024 

  RTOS now has upgraded 
email communications capability 
including generic email 
addresses for key roles in the 
organization.  Rather than using 
personal email addresses under 
various domains, we now have 
functional addresses all under 
the familiar “rtosonline.org” 
domain.  The new email 
addresses are: 
 
president@rtosonline.org 
vicepresident@rtosonline.org 
secretary@rtosonline.org 
treasurer@rtosonline.org 
membership@rtosonline.org 
publicity@rtosonline.org 
programming@rtosonline.org 
atosconv2026@rtosonline.org* 
 
*Address for communications 
with the 2026 ATOS Convention 
Chair.  
 
  Each of these addresses has 
been configured to automatically 
forward to the appropriate 
person in the RTOS 
organization.  As roles change 
these email accounts and 
history will easily transfer to the 
responsible person.  Take time 
now to update your email 
address book with these new 
addresses! 

  When a handful of enthusi-
asts founded RTOS in August of 
1964, could they have imagined 
that 60 years later we would still 
be one of the largest and most 
successful theatre organ groups 
in existence?  2024 will be a 
year to celebrate as RTOS  
continues to grow and thrive! 

The RTOS — 

Grierson Family  

Legacy continues 

Looking for a great Christmas gift which will  
continue giving (8 times, to be exact!) over the next 
year?  Please consider a RTOS membership for a 
friend or relative!    

  If you would like to introduce several friends or relatives to 
RTOS, consider buying a second membership and treat a 
different group of people to the concert each time.  It is a great 
way to contribute to RTOS and help publicize the wonderful 
music that is made.  Getting people in the door is the first step to 
membership! 
  Memberships may be purchased at the membership table in 
the lobby at concerts, by mail, or online at www.rtosonline.org 

  On Christmas Day 1928, 
Tom Grierson premiered the 
Wurlitzer Opus 1951 at 
Rochester’s RKO Palace 
Theatre.  Nearly 95 years later 
on October 15, 2023, his 4 
month old great-great-
granddaughter Emma Finger 
slept peacefully in her stroller 
at her first RTOS concert which 
featured John Lauter.  Emma’s 
mother is Blower editor Laura 
Finger. 

Making a List, Checking it Twice... New email addresses 

for contacting RTOS  



 

 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society 
2023 Annual Fund Drive 

 

Suggested Donation Levels: 
Sponsorship Level    Single Donation               Sponsorship Level    Single Donation 

    President’s Circle       $500+                      Sponsor           $50 - $99 
    Guardian            $250 - $499                  Patron            $25 - $49 
    Benefactor           $100 - $249                  Friend             $10 - $24 

 

Send completed form and your contribution to:                     Method of Payment: 
 RTOS c/o Ken Wilson - Secretary                            Check/Money Order     Credit Card 
 11 Bly Street 
 Rochester, NY 14620                                    Amount of Contribution _________ 
 

                 Credit Card Number ______________________ Expiration Date ________ CSC _________ 
Make checks/money orders payable to: RTOS                             MM/YY  3 digit code on card back 

 

Please print legibly and include phone and/or email 
 

Name/s: 
 

Address: 
 

Email:                                       Phone: (      )         -           
 

RTOS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 
100% of your contribution may be tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the annual list of donors unless otherwise specified 

 

RTOS 2023-2024 CONCERTS 
West Herr Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

Tim Schramm     Dec. 10  2:00 PM 
Alex Jones     Jan. 07  2:00 PM 
Mark Herman     Feb. 11  2:00 PM 
Ben Forsthoffer     Mar. 03  2:00 PM 
EBXV & Ian Fraser     Mar. 24  2:00 PM 
Jerry Nagano     Apr. 14  2:00 PM 
Walt Strony     May 19  2:00 PM 
 

Open Console  
Rochester Museum & Science Center  

Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

Dec 3 
NOTE: 2024 dates coming soon.  Please check 

the RTOS website 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  

607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/ 
Dec. 23 @ 2:00 pm 1920’s Christmas at the Riv! 

Bruce Woody plays holiday music, 3 silent Christmas movies and 
a Christmas carol sing-a-long  Free  

 
Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  

Info:  https://www.syracusewurlitzer.com/ 
Dec. 3 @ 3:00 pm Christmas concert with Luke Staisiunas 

 
Check Venue websites for latest information 

Christine Van Stean, President 
Bob Bower, Vice-President 

Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 

Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 
Gary Brumbaugh, Director 
Christopher Haag, Director 

Ted McWharf, Director 
Brett Miller, Director 

Richard Neidich, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 

William Porter, ESM Liaison 


