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RTOS Announces 2023 - 2024 Concert Series
Our 60th Concert Season

October 2023 - May 2024

The officers and directors of RTOS are pleased to announce our 2023 - 2024 concert season.
Program chairs Russ Shaner and Bob Bower have put together an exciting line-up that includes a
mix of several of our favorite returning artists along with two up and coming soon-to-be stars.

Again, as in recent years, we were unable to secure a date in September due to RBTL activities.

Our concert season will begin in October.

Please note that we are changing the starting time of our

Sunday afternoon concerts to 2 PM, with the doors opening at 1:15 PM.

We are asking each of our artists to build their programs around a “theme” this year and at least
two will plan to include silent films as part of their program. Professor Porter, of the Eastman School
of Music, will return with the 15th edition of The Eastman Bunch and will feature the winner of the
2023 American Theatre Organ Society Young Theatre Organist Competition this past July. Please
note the artists and dates listed below. We look forward to seeing you in October.

Bl Detroit area organist
&= John Lauter will lead
2 off the season on

B October 15th. His

= past appearances for
RTOS include a performance
at the Auditorium in 2008, at
the Eisenhart in 2010 and
guest artist for the RTOS bus
trip to Erie, PA in 2016.

Rochester’'s own Tim
Schramm returns to
the 4/23 with a new
Holiday show on

: December 10th.
Always a holiday treat for
RTOS, this will be his first live
performance at the Auditorium
srnce the pandemic.

U of RIESM
graduate Alex

e JONES returns to

= Rochester on

s January 7th, 2024
“for his first RTOS
solo concert having played
twice with the Eastman Bunch.
First, in 2017 as a student and
in 2018, as the YTOC winner.

RTOS 2023 - 2024

Concert Series
All programs at
Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.

All programs are on
Sundays, beginning at
2:00 PM
(Note new time)
(Doors open 45 min early)

Popular west coast
artist Mark Herman
» Will warm us up on
February 11th as
he performs his 4th
concert on the

RTOS-Grierson 4/23 Wurlitzer.

We are pleased to
welcome young
r.Ben Forsthoffer for
his debut RTOS

March 3rd. Atage
17, one of our youngest ever
players, Ben has already
gathered rave reviews
following recent concerts at
major theatre organ venues.

rTos |On March 24th, we
& will welcome Prof. Bill
Procan Porter and the 2024

Present
EB |edition of The Eastman

XV 1Bunch. Bill will select,

mentor and present students
from the ESM Organ, and
Historical Keyboards dept. The
second half will feature lan
Fraser, winner of the ATOS
young organist competition in
Chicago in July of 2023.
= | ongtime RTOS
i ,, | favorite Jerry Nagano
ey = .~ will welcome spring
" when he returns on
8 April 14th for his
eighth RTOS concert.
A popular SF Bay area
performer, Jerry never fails to
delrght our audience.
‘ Walt Strony will close
" our concert season on

| favorite, Walt made

“= his first RTOS visit in
1978 at age 21. Still in
demand, this will be his 9th
Rochester appearance.
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Visit the RTOS [=] - [=]
website at:
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Watch RTOS on YouTube!
Our YouTube channel is growing!
Look us up and click Subscribe to
see videos of complete concerts,
chamber tours and more on your
phone, computer or TV.
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. Just a $1 donation at each
concert pays for the Blower.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

| am looking forward to a new concert season, but
I’m not looking forward to the end of summer
weather! We are bringing 8 concerts again for the
season, two in Fall and 6 in Winter/Spring. RBTL
has a very busy fall schedule.

Fall is a busy time for RTOS too: renewing

WESEEE memberships, electing or reelecting the Board and
Officers, and our annual fund drive.

We have 4 presentations of “Rochester’s Best Kept Secret:
Unveiling the Mighty Wurlitzer “already scheduled. If you want to
hear about our history and organs, we will be at:

Webster Recreation (585) 872-7103 Thursday

1350 Chiyoda Dr. Webster Ext. 7105 Sept. 12, 10:30 AM
Hilton Parma Recreation (585) 392-9030 Monday

59 Henry St. Hilton Sept. 18, 10:30 AM
Penfield Recreation (585) 340-8664 Thursday

1985 Baird Rd. Penfield

Webster Public Library
980 Ridge Rd. Webster

Oct. 5, 12:30 PM

Thursday
Nov.16, 6:30 PM

(585) 872-7075

Not only are we the best musical bargain in town, but we have a
fall special. If new members purchase a 2024 membership
beginning in September, they will get the two Fall concerts free in
addition to all 2024 concerts.

Our May concert with Tedde Gibson was a delicious event
despite the long wait for the ice cream. We were fortunate that the
Eisenhart was able to let us complete the program. We are sorry
that the delay caused long waits in line and people had other
commitments late in the afternoon. Two trucks would have been
more efficient — but costly. On the positive side, people said they
got to meet new friends in line and while waiting in the auditorium
— something they had not done at our concerts before.

We had a number of visitors using passes from our
presentations and from the Blower invited by members. The
passes have worked well to get people in the door to hear our
great programs — having ice cream in addition didn’t hurt either!

—Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com)

| 2023 CHICAGO ATOS ANNUAL CONVENTION I

A number of RTOS members attended the 2023 ATOS An-
nual Convention in Chicagoland the first week of July. Head-
guartered at the suburban Lisle Sheraton hotel, more than 300
ATOSers traveled to six locations over six days to hear a variety
of theatre organs including two of the largest in the world played
by some of the top world class organists of our generation.
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- Past-President, and all-around good friend
| to RTOS and its members. Paul was

hours at the Auditorium “organ sitting”
student practice sessions, and encouraging

) : . them to develop a love for the theatre organ.
Paul was also a member of AGO (American Guild of Organists)
and ATOS (American Theatre Organ Society). He also served as
the Co-chair of the ATOS 2019 Convention here in Rochester.

When Paul passed away, he left a significant bequest to
RTOS. Given Paul’s love for organs and getting young people
involved in music, the RTOS Board decided to earmark some of
this money to help young people get involved with theatre organ.

Each year, ATOS runs a Summer Youth Adventure where
young people gather for a week with several well-respected
theatre organists to study with and learn from the best. The
RTOS Board decided to pay the tuition for one student each year
in memory of Paul. Itis a fraction of what it costs these young
people for travel to the event and lodging, but every little bit
helps.

This year the Summer Youth Adventure was held in Seattle,
Washington during July with 15 participants. Students were able
to explore and play several large instruments in the Seattle area,
including:

Wurlitzer Manor, Gig Harbor - 4/48 Wurlitzer

Merlyn Johnson residence, Tacoma - 3/24 Robert Morton
Tahoma Studio, Maple Valley - 3/35 Wurlitzer

Calvary Christian Assembly, Seattle - 3/25 Kimball/Wurlitzer

The instructors were - Jelani Eddington, Don Feely, Jonas
Nordwall and Donna Parker.

Further information about the ATOS Summer Youth Adventure
may be found at:
https://www.atos.org/program/summer-youth-adventure

This was the first year that RTOS has helped sponsor a SYA
participant. One of our youngest RTOS members, Joseph
Pechenik, age 16, was chosen by the board to receive the tuition
grant to attend. Joseph attends school here in Rochester, was a
participant in the 2019 ATOS convention and has been attending
our concerts. RTOS was happy to help Joseph in Paul's

2023 SYA students
at Wurlitzer Manor
in Gig Harbor, WA,

. as the organ’s
owner, Raymond
Levine, welcomes
them to the console.

: _ . r .
Above: RTOSers at the Eisenhart anxiously

await the start of theTedde Gibson concert
on May 21st

Below: Tedde entertained us with his wit as
well as his music.

e

Above: RTOSers begin to queue up to
LuGia’s ice cream truck at intermission.

Below: The line was long and the wait for
some, but much socializing took place and
the sweet treat at the end was worth it.
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RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change. Please
check out our website for latest information.

John Lauter Oct. 15 2:00 PM
Tim Schramm Dec. 10 2:00 PM
Alex Jones Jan. 07 2:00 PM
Mark Herman Feb. 11 2:00 PM
Ben Forsthoffer Mar. 03 2:00 PM
EBXV & lan Fraser Mar. 24 2:00 PM
Jerry Nagano Apr. 14 2:00 PM
Walt Strony May 19 2:00 PM

Open Console
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Aug 13 Sep10 Octl5 Nov12 Decl10

RTOS EDITOR WELCOMES NEW
ADDITION TO THE GRIERSON
FAMILY LEGACY

“’ = Congratulations to our
L o Blower editor Laura Finger
_and husband Tom on the
- ‘arrival of the newest mem-
= ber of the Grierson family.
- Emma Rosemary Finger
arrived at 5:01PM on June
9. She was 7 Ibs 40z and
@ 20 inches long. Laura and
Tom s sons Michael (age 8) and Daniel (age
5) are excited to be big brothers!

Laura is the great-granddaughter of RKO
Palace organist Tom Grierson, granddaugh-
ter of former RTOS Director Jack Grierson,
and niece of former RTOS President John
Grierson.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)

236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY
607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Upcoming: Oct. 22 @ 2:00 PM, Nathan Avakian featuring
International Youth Silent Film Festival entries.
Upcoming: Nov. 26 @ 2:00 PM, Dennis James accomp.
Buster Keaton in 1923 comedy Our Hospitality

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
716-Aug. 21 @7:00 pm, Buffalo Sabres organist Curtis
Cook concert and two silent films. Free Admission!

Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest
information for their 2023- 2024 concert seasons.

ATOS ANNUAL CONVENTION TO RETURN

TO ROCHESTER IN 2026
~- By BoB BOWER

| At its national board meeting on July 2,
L1111\l 2023, ATOS (American Theatre Organ
PLANS FOR Society) accepted and approved the

RTOS bid to host the 2026 ATOS

Annual Convention. 2026 was chosen
as itis the 100" year anniversary of
Shea’s Buffalo home to one of the premier theatre organs of
Western New York.

The Convention will be take place in early July 2026 in
the Rochester area. It will feature organs from Rochester,
Buffalo and surrounding areas being played by world class
theatre organists. Please plan to take part in all or part of
this tremendous event.

As an RTOS member, please consider volunteering to
help make this Convention a success. You can volunteer in
many ways, so don't be shy! Contact the convention chair
Bob Bower at: atosconv2026@rtosonline.org or (585) 301-
6262.

2026




