
 

 

Enjoy A Sweet Treat 
at the RTOS Ice Cream Social as 

Tedde Gibson 
Presents “Music of Americana” 

May 2023 Volume 58, Number 8 

Official Newsletter of The Rochester Theater Organ  Society Inc. 

Tedde Gibson 
RTOS Ice Cream Social 
Eisenhart Auditorium 

East Ave. and Goodman St. 
Sunday May 21, 2023  

2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

Tedde Gibson is a pianist 
and a classical, Hammond, and 
theatre organist. He is also a 
composer, arranger, and silent 
film scorer!  Born in Tacoma, 
WA, he began organ studies at 
16 with the late AGO president 
Dr. Edward Hansen of the 
University of Puget Sound.  He 
later studied classical organ 
improvisation with David Dahl, 
professor emeritus at Pacific 
Lutheran University.  Tedde 
studied theatre organ arranging 
with Jonas Nordwall of 
Portland, OR, and the late 
Andy Crow.  He was a regular 
organist at Tacoma Pizza and 
Pipes from 1995 until the 
restaurant's demise in 1999. 
He was also organist at 
Tacoma First Assembly of 
God/Life Center.  Upon moving 
to Seattle in 1996, Tedde 
studied with Dr. Carol Terry 
and Dr. J. Melvin Butler at the 
University of Washington.  He 
then became organist at First 
AME Church in Seattle. 

Tedde moved to the 
Washington, DC metro area in 
2003 and studied pipe organ 
with Dr. Mickey Thomas Terry. 
While attending Peabody 
Conservatory in Baltimore, MD, 
he studied with former AGO 
president Dr. John Walker.  

Tedde is the Director of 
Fine Arts at the 8,000-member 

Mount Pleasant Church and 
Ministries in Baltimore, MD, 
and organist at Capitol Hill 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in Washington, DC.  For 18 
years, he was an organist/
musician-in-residence at First 
Baptist Church of Highland 
Park in Landover, MD, and 
music educator at Highland 
Park Christian Academy. 
Tedde was organist at Holy 
Comforter-St. Cyprian Roman 
Catholic Church in 
Washington, DC, before the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Tedde is an active 
recitalist and workshop 
clinician, performing on theatre  

and church organs nationwide. 
He has been featured on NBC 
Nightly News Weekend Edition 
and has accompanied "Sex and 
the City" alum Mario Cantone in 
the PBS production of "Wicked 
in Concert" that was broadcast 
nationally. He performed on the 
Seattle Paramount Theatre's 
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ at 
the 2022 American Guild of 
Organists Convention held in 
Seattle, WA. 

Tedde became a director 
for the American Theatre Organ 
Society in 1997, Vice Chairman 
of the Board in 1998, and is in 
his last year as Chairman. 
Check him out at 
www.teddegibson.com 

The Ice Cream is on 

RTOS! 

LuGia’s ice cream truck will 
be on site at the Eisenhart 
serving a choice of ice cream 
flavors and toppings in dishes 
for all attendees.  Bottled water 
will also be available.   

PLEASE NOTE: There will 
be NO CHARGE for these 

refreshments. 

http://www.teddegibson.com/
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

Membership Chair 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
Blower Editor 

Laura Finger 
(585) 329-8386 

laurab78@rochester.rr.com 
—————————— 

Open Console 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
Program Chair 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 
—————————— 

RTOS Publicity 
Gary Brumbaugh 
(585) 329-1999 

rtospublicity@gmail.com 

President’s Letter 

  I have really enjoyed the concerts the past few 
months, and many members have told me how much 
they have as well.  We have heard distinguished and 
highly-regarded artists as well as young artists with 
promising careers ahead of them.   
  As I write, we have not received dates for the next 
season, but we do look forward to bringing exciting 

programs in the fall.  Bob Bower and Russ Shaner are working on 
contacting future artists. 
  People have asked me to explain the difference between the 
membership year, the concert season, and the fiscal year: 
  Membership year – by calendar year runs January through 
December. 
  Concert season – depending on the dates we are given, the 
concert season runs September or October through May or June. 
  Fiscal year runs August 1 to July 31. 
  Thank you to people who have brought guests with the coupon 
in the Blower. It is so important to get people in the door to 
discover the wonderful programs we present.  Thanks also to 
members who have talked to groups in the community about our 
presentation, “Rochester’s Best-Kept Secret: Unveiling the Mighty 
Wurlitzer.”  Currently we have five presentations on the calendar, 
and are booking dates into the fall.  We are seeing an increase in 
attendance and ticket sales, which has been great! 
  My thanks to everyone who has volunteered so much time, 
effort, skills, and talent to make RTOS such a great organization.  
  Looking forward to seeing you at the Eisenhart Auditorium this 
month.  Ice cream will be served!!  
       
              —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

Happy Birthday to the RTOS President! 

  Perfect timing for a celebration of Chris after the April 2 concert, 
haha! :)  To see more photos in addition to what’s on pages 2-3 in 
this Blower, please visit https://rtosonline.org/home/2023-eb-xiv/ 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951


 

 

3 RTOS Blower 

Eastman Bunch + Gavin Rice Concert Jazz Ensemble, April 2 

by Ed Horvath, Richard Neidich, and Greg Spring 

Row 1: Daniel Minnick 
capturing registrations, 
Alexander Little and Anne 
Maria Lim with Bill Porter. 
 
Row 2: Isaiah Williams 
playing, and Ali Santos 
and Benjamin Kjell with 
Bill Porter. 

Below: RTOS President Chris 
Van Stean presents certificates 
and Java’s gift cards to the 
Eastman Bunch performers. 

Lower left: Brett Miller accompanies the comedic silent film 
Pass the Gravy (1928). 
 
Below: Gavin Rice and his 1920s Concert Jazz Ensemble: 
Addie Canning (tuba), Brett Miller (organ), Gavin Rice 
(director, trumpet, violin), Israel Stone (trumpet), Dan Atkin-
son (trombone), Will Anderson (banjo), Carter Bowman 
(saxophone 1), Ian Oliver (saxophone 2), Matthias Roth 
(saxophone 3), and Jack Kelley (drums).  Gavin’s clothing 
and the instruments are all around 100 years old! 
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RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 
Tedde Gibson**     May 21  2:30 PM 

** At Eisenhart Auditorium 
 

 
Rochester Museum & Science Center  

Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 
 

Open Console  
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

May 7   June 25    Jul 16    Aug 13 
Sep 10      Oct 15    Nov 12   Dec 10 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  

607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
Upcoming: May 7 @ 2:00 PM, Triple Threat Concert - 

Richard Van Auken, Dr. Paul Clenniwa, and Nancy Wildoner 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
Upcoming: May 30 @7:00 pm, Kevin Saky accompanying 

1927 silent film “Wings.”  Free Admission! 
 

Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest  
information for their 2022 - 2023 concert seasons. 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President  
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs  
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity 
Christopher Haag, Director  
Ted McWharf, Director  
Brett Miller, Director  
Richard Neidich, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society  

You are invited to attend an upcoming concert on one of the RTOS  
Mighty Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organs as a guest of: 

 

RTOS member, please print your name 
THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! 

This coupon provides free admission for two adults. 
Adult accompanied children 12 & under and students with ID admitted free. 

RMSC Eisenhart Auditorium, 14 S. 
Goodman St, Rochester, NY 
Box office opens @ 1:30 pm,  

Performance @ 2:30 pm 
 

Tedde Gibson   
Sunday, May 21, 2023 
“Music of Americana” 

Join Tedde for an old-fashioned  
ice cream social! 

Name: 
Address or 
Email: 
 

THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! 

RTOS member: Clip or copy coupon.  Please, one coupon per member. 
 

Valid for concert admission only.  Coupon has no cash value. 

 

Kenneth W. Evans (W2UAD) 
Ken passed away on March 22, 2023 at the 

age of 97. He was predeceased by his wife of 52 
years, Elinor (Sutton) Evans.  He is survived by 
6 children, 16 grandchildren, and 5 great–
grandchildren. 

Ken was a lifelong resident of Rochester and 
Fairport.  He graduated from Monroe High 
School and enlisted for service during WW2, re-
ceiving honorable discharge as a Captain in the 
Air Force. He was then employed at Gleason 
Works where he retired 42 years later.  

Ken was a charter member of the Rochester 
Amateur Radio Association.  He enjoyed attend-
ing Rochester Red Wings baseball games.  He 
was an active member of the Fairport United 
Methodist Church.  

Ken was a long-time member and past-
President of RTOS.  He and Elinor were active 
volunteers and loved traveling to attend organ 
concerts throughout the United States and Can-
ada.  They were jointly awarded Honorary mem-
bership in RTOS in 1985. 

http://www.binghamtontos.org/
http://www.rivieratheatre.org/

