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Direct from London, England,
Simon Gledhill Presents
“Movie Musical Magic”

Simon Gledhill was born in
Halifax, UK. He started learn-
ing to play the piano accordion
at age six and continued with
that instrument for 11 years,
winning several competitions
along the way. When he was
10 years old, his parents pur-
chased a small electronic or-
gan. After initially teaching him-
self to play it, he began formal
studies with Michael Wood-
head who gave him tuition in
classical organ and piano.

Simon'’s first ‘live’ experi-
ence of the theatre pipe organ
was seeing and hearing Ernest
Broadbent play Britain’s most
famous Mighty Wurlitzer at the
Tower Ballroom in Blackpool. A
short time afterwards he dis-
covered a privately-owned in-
strument close to his home,
and was soon making weekly
practice visits.

In 1981, he entered and won
the UK’s Northern Young The-
atre Organist of the Year com-
petition. Nigel Ogden, present-
er of the long-running BBC na-
tional radio programme The
Organist Entertains, was in the
audience and invited him to
record for the programme on
the BBC Theatre Organ.

The resulting broadcasts
generated a flurry of concert
offers, and Simon has since
given concerts at all the major
UK theatre organ venues, as
well as touring in Europe,

Simon Gledhill
Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday April 23, 2023
2:30 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

Australia, New Zealand, and
North America. He was
named ATOS Organist of the
Year in 1997 and inducted
into the Society’s Hall of
Fame in 2015.

Simon’s music has won
high praise from his peers.
Lyn Larsen described him as,
“That rare combination of
flawless technique, impecca-
ble phrasing and an unerring
sense of musical good taste,”
while Nigel Ogden said, “Here
is someone who was born to
be a theatre organist. His
ability has rightfully earned
him the genuine admiration
of both audiences and col-
leagues alike.”

Simon combines his concert
and recording activities with
work for the Cinema Organ So-
ciety and a full-time career in
finance, based in London.

This will be Simon’s fourth
appearance in Rochester on
the RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer
following previous concerts in
2000, 2009 and 2014. he was
also a featured artist at the
2019 ATOS National Conven-
tion playing Elmira’s Clemens
Center 4/32 Wurlitzer/Marr &
Colton organ. We are indeed
privileged to bring Simon
Gledhill, often considered the
best of the best, back to RTOS.

| DID YOU KNOW? I

In the early 2000s, RTOS
installed the new control sys-
tem (relay) on the 4/23, making
it possible to make much need-
ed revisions to the console
stoplist specification. When
Simon played here in 2000, he
was lavish in his praise of the
instrument, how well it was
maintained, and how beautiful-
ly it sounded in the Auditorium.

To our surprise, Simon took
on the task of revising the
specification and sending it to
us. Today, the RTOS-Grierson
organ benefits from having one
of the best specifications of
any theatre organ anywhere.

Thank you Simon!



Rochester Theater Organ Society ’
(Founded 1964) PRESIDENT’S LETTER

PO Box 17114
Rochester, NY 14617
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295

http://www.rtosonline.org

RTOS has a great theatre organ music resource —
its library! As a new member | visited the library
each concert and borrowed CDs from previous
concerts as well as some commercial CDs. The
library has previous concerts in various formats,
= depending on the technology at the time of the

‘concert, including cassettes and CDs. The latest

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Ken Wilson
11 Bly St.
Rochester, NY 14620
(585) 690-5479

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com concerts are recorded on thumb drives. Items can be borrowed
Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) by members before the concert and at intermission. It is a great
Full: $75.00 way to hear concerts you missed, or hear again those you really
Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 liked. The library is in the front of the Auditorium near the arch on
Student (age 18-24 with D): $45.00 the left of the stage. Director Greg Spring and staff will be there to
BLOWER EDITOR assist you.
Laura Finger Many thanks go to member Jeff Vincent who is donating his
(585) 329-8386 WXXI “In Kind” advertising to RTOS. A short “Run-of-Schedule
laurab78@rochester.rr.com Spot” will be broadcast 64 times on 91.5 FM. It is a wonderful
OPEN CONSOLE opportunity to get our name out to the public, and sends listeners
Martin Ippolito to our website for more information and concert schedules.
PO Box 17438 Thank you also to Brett Miller who presented a fun interactive
Rochester, NY 14617 program to 230 K — 6 students from the Genesee Community
(585) 266-6337 Charter School at the Eisenhart Auditorium on Friday March 3.
PROGRAM CHAIR Kevin Scott set up thg organ and piqno for the program and
Russ Shaner practice and was available for questions. It was amazing to watch
(585) 266-2854 the children react to all the sounds of the organ and to Brett
r.shaner@rochester.rr.com playing Star Wars. Additionally, one of their students played a

short piece on the organ to much applause from the

g;gSBﬁJUn?lt;;%léz audience. Several parents and teachers attended who had not
(585) 329-1999 heard the organ before. Gary Brumbaugh and | were there to
rtospublicity@gmail.com answer guestions about RTOS and to welcome them to future

RTOS concerts. We hope to make it a continuing relationship with
the school.

Visit the RTOS |_E| [=] Looking forward to seeing you at Simon Gledhill’s concert!
website at:
www.rtosonline.orq [u] —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com)

Watch RTOS on YouTube!
Our YouTube channel is growing!
Look us up and click Subscribe to
see videos of complete concerts,
chamber tours and more on your
phone, computer or TV.
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951

|E Just $1 I

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. Just a $1 donation at each
concert pays for the Blower.




RTOS Blower 3

MARCH CONCERT:
RON RHODE

“CHECK OUT” THE LIBRARY!
by Greg Spring and Chris Van Stean

by Richard Neidich

The RTOS lending library
has a collection of our theatre
organ concerts in several for-
mats — depending on the
technology at the time of the
concerts! These materials
may be borrowed by RTOS
members and returned at the
next concert.

We have cassettes from
1995 to 2005, CDs from 2005
to 2020, and thumb drives
from 2021 to the present. The
cassettes and CDs are audio
only, and the thumb drives
are audio and video. With the
thumb drives you will see the
concert as presented on the
screen. Thumb drives can be
played on just about anything
with a USB port. Adapters
can be purchased so they
can be played on smart
phones.

There are a few concerts
available on DVD that allow

you to see and hear the con-
cert.

We have a few commercial
CDs from artists that have per-
formed here, but played on
other instruments.

We also have copies of the
ATOS Magazine, sheet music,
as well as the first and second
edition of the Encyclopedia of
the Theatre Organ.

These materials are a great
way to hear concerts you have
missed or hear your favorite
artists again! Some of our
most popular artist materials
available are from Walt Strony,
Dave Wickerham, Ken Double,
and George Wright.

We would like to have cop-
les of our concerts before 1995
to add to the library! If you
have any available to make
copies of or to donate, please
see Greg Spring in the library.

‘ RTOS YOUTUBE PLAYLIST I

We
recently
heard from
longtime
former
members Larry and Char
Schuth who moved to Penn-
sylvania — and were thrilled to
find our concerts on YouTube!
They kindly sent us a dona-
tion for our continued suc-
cess.

If you would like to watch a
past concert, the following
choices are available:

« David Marsh 2023

« Nick Renkosik 2022

- Dave Wickerham 2022

+ Jelani Eddington 2022

« Brett Miller 20222

« Nathan & Claire Avakian
2021

« Donnie Rankin 2021

« Brett Miller 2021

« Christmas Special 2020

« Aaron Hawthorne 2020

« Luke Staisiunas 2019

- Brett Valliant 2018

« Dan Minervini 2018

« Ken Double 2018

« Behind the Scenes

« Associated Linked Videos
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RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change. Please
check out our website for latest information.

Simon Gledhill Apr 23
Tedde Gibson** May 21
** At Eisenhart Auditorium

2:30 PM
2:30 PM

Rochester Museum & Science Center

Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM

May7 June25 Jull6 Aug1l13
Sep10 Octl1l5 Nov12 Dec 10

Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)

236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY
607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Upcoming: May 7 @ 2:00 PM, Triple Threat Concert -
Richard Van Auken, Dr. Paul Clenniwa, and Nancy Wildoner

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Upcoming: May 30 @7:00 pm, Kevin Saky accompanying
1927 silent film “Wings.” Free Admission!

Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest
information for their 2022 - 2023 concert seasons.

The Rochester Theater Organ Society

You are invited to attend an upcoming concert on one of the RTOS
Mighty Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organs as a guest of:

| RECORDING - THEN AND Now I

RTOS member, please print your name

THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID!

two events listed below.

Simon Gledhill

Tedde Gibson

This coupon provides Free admission for two adults to any one of the

Adult accompanied children 12 & under and students with ID admitted free.

Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY
Box office opens @ 1:30 pm, Performance @ 2:30 pm

Sunday, April 23, 2023

RMSC Eisenhart Auditorium, 14 S. Goodman St, Rochester, NY
Box office opens @ 1:30 pm, Performance @ 2:30 pm

Sunday, May 21, 2023
Join Tedde for an old fashioned ice cream social

| A\ ALl v. ‘
THEN! Above, organist Dick Liebert (seated)

checks his recording of the RTOS organ at the
Auditorium in 1969. Note all the equipment the

Name:
Address or
Email:

THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID!

RCA recording crew needed to record the organ.

NOW! Pictured at right is the hand-held
“ZOOM” recorder that RTOS recording
engineer Gordon Wood uses to produce

RTOS member: Clip or copy coupon. Please, one coupon per member.
Valid for concert admission only. Coupon has no cash value.

our archival recordings. Audio recordings
made on this digital unit are far superior
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1 tothe analog tape recordings of the past.




