
 

 

2023 Special Guests 
joining 

The Eastman Bunch XIV 

 

RTOS & The Eastman School of Music Present 

The Eastman Bunch XIV 

Daniel Minnick 
is pursuing a Doctor 
of Musical Arts 
degree in organ 
performance and 
literature in the 

studio of David Higgs, having 
previously studied with Nathan 
Laube.  This is his third 
performance with the “Bunch.” 

  

Ali Santos is a 
master’s student in 
the studio of David 
Higgs.  Ali began 
her organ studies in 
2015 in Richmond, 

VA at the Cathedral of the 
Sacred Heart under the 
direction and guidance of 
Daniel B. Sañez. This will be 
her second performance with 
the “Bunch.” 

 

is pursuing his 
bachelor’s  
degree in organ 
performance in the 
studio of Nathan 

Laube, and has also studied 
organ with Anne Laver and 
improvisation with William 
Porter.  
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Prof. William Porter 
will again lead the 
students he expertly 
coaches and mentors 
each year as part of 
the “Bunch.”  Bill, 

along with then ESM student 
Jonathan Ortloff, began the 
Eastman Bunch .  A true 
master of improvisation, this is 
his 11th appearance with the 
“Bunch.”  Bill is also an Honorary 
Member of RTOS. 
 

Benjamin Kjell is a 
doctoral student in 
organ performance 
and literature at 
Eastman in the studio 
of Nathan Laube.  He 

received a bachelor’s degree in 
2018 and a master’s degree in 
2021 at the Academy of Music 
and Drama in Gothenburg, 
Germany. 

 

is  
in her final year 
pursuing a bachelor 
of music degree  
in both organ 
performance and 

music theory at Eastman.  She 
studies in the organ studio of 
Nathan Laube and previously 
with Anne Laver. 
 

is 
doctoral student of 
David Higgs at 
Eastman.  Born  
in the U.K., he 
completed his 

undergraduate and master’s 
degrees at Merton College, 
Oxford.  He has also previously 
studied organ in Oxford and 
Copenhagen. 

Additional biographical 
information is available on 

 page 3 of this Blower  
as well as on the RTOS  
website at rtosonline.org 
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Martin Ippolito 
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President’s Letter 

Your Board has been very busy!  The RTOS 
Facebook page is now active.  We now have 66 
members!  We will be using it to upload our posters 
for you to print and distribute, as well as post pictures 
and other information.    

Bob Bower was able to put David Marsh’s 
February concert on YouTube a few days after the 

concert.  We received many positive comments about the concert 
as people were leaving.  David has already been contacted by 
other locations in the East to present concerts for them. 

Richard Neidich has been collecting data on our website and 
Bob Bower has data from the YouTube site.  The interesting 
trends we have seen are the large increases in viewing the 
website and YouTube site around our concerts, YouTube uploads, 
and community presentations.  We are getting more visibility!!  
Our goal is to increase the quality and quantity of information on 
our website to meet member’s and viewer’s needs. 

Our Preservation Committee is busy inventorying items in 
preparation for scanning and adding them to a shared drive to 
make them more accessible.  In other words, a “digital file 
cabinet.”  It will include pictures, programs, minutes, Blowers, and 
important documents.  In the future we will be asking for materials  
the current Board doesn’t have.  We will also be looking for help 
with the inventory and data after we get further into the project. 

I have talked with the librarian in the Local History and Special 
Collections Department of the Rochester Public Library.  They do 
have a file on RTOS and Tom Grierson and would love to 

 
On March 3, Brett Miller will be doing a presentation on the 

Eisenhart organ to 230 students from the Genesee Community 
Charter School.  Gary Brumbaugh and I will be there to provide 
RTOS information to parents.  Thank you to others who have 
suggested we present adult programs.  We are now talking to two 
other groups about presenting “Rochester’s Best Kept Secret:  
Unveiling the Mighty Wurlitzer.” 

Looking forward to seeing you at the April concerts! 

            —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Watch RTOS on YouTube! 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 
phone, computer or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  Just a $1 donation at each 
concert pays for the Blower. 

Just $1 

  Our goal is to provide the most updated information about our 
activities to social media users!  If you use Facebook, we urge you 
to search groups for Rochester Theater Organ Society, join the 
group, and invite your Facebook friends to follow us.  The group is 
set up to allow members to post items and comments.  Please 
feel free to join in the conversations.  A big Thank You goes out to 
our secretary Ken Wilson for setting this up! 

Check out the New RTOS Facebook Group 

http://www.rtosonline.org
http://youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951
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  At the presentations we 
have been doing at the local 
libraries and historical 
societies, we have been telling 
our audiences not only are we 
the best kept musical secret in 
town, but we are also the best 
entertainment bargain!  Our 
members get eight concerts a 
year for themselves and a 
guest for $75, and can bring 
children free.  Our tickets for 
non-members are $15, and 
two can be applied to a 
membership if ticket buyers 
want to convert to a 
membership.  Children and 
students with school and 
college IDs are always free. 
  I looked at the costs of 
similar theatre organ venues or 
local entertainment.  I found: 
  The Dickinson Theatre 
Organ Society is featuring 
Clarke Wilson on March 18 
with tickets for adults $20 and  

RTOS is Always Your Best Musical Bargain! 

by Chris Van Stean 

continued participation and 
support of the organization,  
We have been able to do this 
thanks to bequests from 
departed members Paul Law, 
Shirley Mason, Staley Clarke, 
Jr., and Jean DeBuyser and 
everyone who contributes to 
our Annual Fund Drive and 
boxes in the Lobby. 
  You can also help us with 
this goal by buying an extra 
membership and bringing two 
adult friends with your extra 
tickets.  It is a great way to 
treat friends to our concerts 
and help us introduce RTOS to 
your friends. 
  On page 4 is a free pass for 
two people that each member 
can use for one of the April or 
May concerts.  You are 
welcome to clip or copy it.  
However, please refrain from 
giving out multiple copies.  

Biographies (continued from page 1) 

children $10. 
  Shanklin Music Hall in 
Groton, MA will feature 
Simon Gledhill on April 30 
with tickets of $25. 
  The Binghamton Theatre 
Organ Society lists 
membership at $40, but their 
members must purchase 
concert tickets for $15.  Non-
member tickets are $20.  
Students are $5 and children 
under 8 are free. 
  To see the movie “A Man 
Called Otto” at Tinseltown it 
costs $11.25 (online with 
$1.85 fee) and “Avatar” costs 
$14.75 (online with $1.85 
fee). 
  To see the RPO Jeff Tyzik 
concert on April 8

th
 tickets 

range from $18 to $110. 
  One of our goals is to 
increase membership.  
Making the membership cost 
reasonable encourages  

  Brett Miller is an organist, 
pianist, orchestrator, and con-
ductor specializing in silent film 
accompaniment.  He was re-
cently appointed as music di-
rector of the Empire Film and 
Media Ensemble, a nonprofit 
based in Rochester, NY that 
advocates for the education, 
performance, and production of 
film music.  Brett has received 
numerous accolades, including 
an honorable mention at the 
White House Student Film  
Festival and as a finalist in  
the American Theatre Organ 
Society’s Young Organist 

Competition.  Brett is current-
ly a student at the Eastman 
School of Music, continuing 
his academic involvement 
and advocacy for the educa-
tion and preservation of silent 
films through performance 
live to picture.  
  Gavin Rice is an Eastman 
student whose primary instru-
ment is the double bass, but 
he also plays tenor banjo, 
saxophone, piano, drums,  
tuba, cornet, bouzouki, and 
many more.  Gavin loves to 
collect and restore antique 
instruments and play them in  

various ensembles.  He loves 
jazz, especially early jazz from 
1916-1935.  He possesses two 
antique phonographs that he 
listens to every day, and origi-
nal 78rpm shellac records of 
the very first jazz musicians 
and dance bands from the 
1910s and 20s.  Gavin likes to 
arrange music for large en-
sembles, and is looking for-
ward to sharing the music of 
100 years ago by forming a 
traditional dance band from the 
1920s celebrating the 100 year 
anniversary of the Eastman 
School of Music. 
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RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 

Eastman Bunch      Apr  02  2:30 PM 
Simon Gledhill     Apr  23  2:30 PM 
Tedde Gibson**     May 21  2:30 PM 
** At Eisenhart Auditorium 
 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console  
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

 Apr 16   May 7   June 25 

Remember When? 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  

607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
Upcoming: May 7 @ 2:00 PM, Triple Threat Concert - 

Richard Van Auken, Dr. Paul Clenniwa, and Nancy Wildoner 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
Upcoming: May 30 @7:00 pm, Kevin Saky accompanying 

1927 silent film “Wings.”  Free Admission! 
 

Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest  
information for their 2022 - 2023 concert seasons. 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President  
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs  
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity 
Christopher Haag, Director  
Ted McWharf, Director  
Brett Miller, Director  
Richard Neidich, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society  

You are invited to attend an upcoming concert on one of the RTOS Mighty 
Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organs as a guest of: 

 

RTOS member, please print your name 
THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! 

This coupon provides Free admission for two adults to any one of the 
three events listed below. 

Adult accompanied children 12 & under and students with ID admitted free. 

Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY 
Box office opens @ 1:30 pm, Performance @ 2:30 pm 

 

The Eastman Bunch XIV      Sunday, April 2, 2023 
Simon Gledhill          Sunday, April 23, 2023 

RMSC Eisenhart Auditorium, 14 S. Goodman St, Rochester, NY 
Box office opens @ 1:30 pm, Performance @ 2:30 pm 

 

Tedde Gibson           Sunday, May 21, 2023 
Join Tedde for an old fashioned ice cream social 

Name: 
Address or 
Email: 
 

THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! 

RTOS member: Clip or copy coupon.  Please, one coupon per member. 
 

Valid for concert admission only.  Coupon has no cash value. 

From the RTOS archives, likely taken  
by founding member Danny Schultz 
circa 1967-68, this photo depicts the 
audience awaiting the console to rise  
for a RTOS concert at the Auditorium 
Theatre.  Back then, our membership 
was approaching 1200 families, and 
concert attendance often exceeded 
1500 men, women, and children.   

http://www.binghamtontos.org/
http://www.rivieratheatre.org/

