
 

 

 

Ron Rhode Presents 
“Everything New is Old Again” 

Celebrating 48 Years of Performing for RTOS 

  Ron Rhode has been a major 
performer in the theatre pipe 
organ world for nearly  
five decades. 
  Since 1974, Ron’s 
concert career has taken 
him across the US, and into 
Canada, England, and 
Australia.  He is known for 
his “traditional” theatre organ 
style, playing music from the 
golden era of the “Unit 
Orchestra” in the 1920s and 
1930s. 
  Growing up in Illinois, and 
moving to Phoenix in 1973, Ron 
played theatre organ for Organ 
Stop Pizza in Phoenix and 
Mesa for 21 years.  He has 
continued a career in church 
music, which started at his 
Illinois home church, and is 
currently service musician at 
First United Methodist Church in 
Phoenix.  In his non-musical life, 
Ron taught 2nd grade and 
Library Science for Mesa Public 
Schools, Mesa, AZ, until his 
retirement after 20 years. 
Following that, he taught 5th 
and 6th grade Class Piano for 
Arizona School for the Arts in 
Phoenix.  
   Another ongoing facet of 
Ron’s life has been his legacy  

of recordings on many of the 
finest theatre organ 
installations to be found.  He 
has received great reviews for 
both the technical production 
and the musical artistry. An 
old/new recording is now 
available.  Recordings can be 
purchased through his new 
website: ronrhode.com 
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Milestones and 
accomplishments 
include:  
• Many years/seasons 
as Accompanist for 
Orpheus Male Chorus of 
Phoenix 

• More than 25 years as 
organist for GateWay 
Community College film 
classes. 
• 25+ years as organist 
for the “Silent Sundays” 
silent film series at the 
Orpheum Theatre, Phoenix 

• Installed a 3-manual 23-
rank Wurlitzer pipe organ in his 
former home, and recording 
the CD Home 

• In 1989, he recorded an 
unreleased album that was 
lost, but later recovered, 
produced for sale as a CD, and 
called Vintage Rhode. 
• Released 2 CDs given 
highest ratings by CD Review 
magazine. 
• Named Organist of the 
Year by the American Theatre 
Organ Society in 1989. 
• March 5th’s performance 
will be Ron’s 14th for RTOS 
since his first Auditorium 
appearance on May 19, 1975. 

 

Ron Rhode 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, March 5, 2023 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open at 1:30 PM) 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 329-8386 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

  Gary Brumbaugh, Tim Wagner, Bob Bower, and I 
were pleased to present “Rochester’s Best Kept 
Secret: Unveiling the Mighty Wurlitzer” to a large 
group at the Fairport Public Library, co-sponsored by 
the Perinton Historical Society on January 17.  Many 
people told us they remembered the RKO Palace, 
and some remembered the organ, but most did not 

know about RTOS and our concerts.  They were wowed by 
musical clips we showed.  We will be presenting at the Parma 
Library on January 25, and at the Pittsford Community Library on 
April 16.  Our goals at these presentations are to spread the word 
about RTOS and our organs and to increase our membership! 
  We want to thank everyone who has contributed to our Annual 
Fund Drive and we are including the Donor List in this issue.  We 
also want to thank those who contribute anonymously through the 
donor boxes in the lobby.  Your contributions are so important 
since the membership dues do not cover the all our expenses and 
we have been so fortunate to have been the recipient of three 
members’ estates which allow us to keep operating.   
  Remember to send in your membership for 2023 or renew at 
the next concert.  
  Looking forward to seeing you at the Ron Rhode concert! 
 
            —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 

Visit the RTOS  
website at: 
www.rtosonline.org   

Watch RTOS on YouTube 
Our YouTube channel is growing! 
Look us up and click Subscribe to  
see videos of complete concerts, 
chamber tours and more on your 

phone, computer or TV. 
youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951  

 Help RTOS keep the music 
playing.  If everyone drops $1 
into a donation box at each 
concert it will pay the yearly 
cost for our publications. 

Just $1 AmazonSmile Program Ends 

  The AmazonSmile custom-
er-directed donation program  
permanently shut down on 
February 20, 2023.  As of  
November 22, 2022, RTOS  

received $570.33 from that 
program.   
  We want to thank everyone 
who had designated us to re-
ceive these funds.   
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February Concert: David Marsh 
Photos by Ted McWharf 

Estate Bequests 
Jean DeBuyser 
Shirley Mason 
 
Guardian ($500 or more) 
Jan & Tom Brewer  
Gary & Lana Brumbaugh  
Peter M. & Doris Depew  
Christopher L. & Cindy Haag 
Robert Hunter  
Theodore McWharf, Jr.  
Russ Shaner 
Christine Van Stean  

Mendal W. & Bertie Dick 
John A. Dunham  
Gordon Estey  
Clara S. Firth  
Richard & Kay Frenz  
Robert E. & Howard Green  
E.M. Haag  
Gary D. Haines  
Alex & Debra Heinonen   
Roger & Bonnie Howlett  
Gregory Marshall  
 

(continued on next page) 

President’s Circle ($250-
$499) 
David W. Lewis  
Scott M. McCarthy  
Parsons Pipe Organ Builders  
John L. Strawway  

Benefactor ($100 - $249) 
Garth & Martha Brokaw 
Frances L. Burns  
Dale & Linda Butts 
John & Marcia Cronk 
James R. Dalberth 

Many Thanks to Our Donors (January 2022—January 2023) 

  Californian David Marsh, 27 years 
of age, kept us on our toes not only 
musically, but also with his sense of 
humor which he laced throughout his 
two-hour performance.  The story that 
garnered the most laughs was the fact 
that this was David’s first time in New 
York state, as well as the fact he had-
n’t seen snow in about 15 years, both 
of which were taken advantage of by 
Russ Shaner who asked him to brush 
the snow off his car!  David said he 
willingly accepted the task and thor-
oughly enjoyed the experience!!  Now 
RTOS knows when to schedule  
David’s next appearance, hahaha... 
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RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 
Ron Rhode     Mar  05  2:30 PM 
Eastman Bunch     Apr  02  2:30 PM 
Simon Gledhill     Apr  23  2:30 PM 
Tedde Gibson**     May 21  2:30 PM 
** At Eisenhart Auditorium 
 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console  
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 
Mar 12   Apr 16   May 7   June 25 

Many Thanks to Our Donors (Continued) 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  

607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
 

Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest  
information for their 2022 - 2023 concert seasons. 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President  
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs  
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity 
Christopher Haag, Director  
Ted McWharf, Director  
Brett Miller, Director  
Richard Neidich, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 

Patron ($25 - $49) 
Benevity Community Impact 
Nancy Burdulis  
Paul Cuff  
Donald W. Jermyn  
Jack L. & Ginny Kellogg  
Bill & Sheila Limburg  
Roy & Shirley McCullough 
Theresa Mulee  
Dorothy A. Schultz  
Peter Wheaton  
Alan J. & Diane C. Whitcomb  
 
Friend ($10 - $24) 
Gary Konas  
 

Brad Bovenzi   
John & Marie Bower  
Mr. & Mrs. William Brewer  
Charities Aid Foundation 
Margaret D. Compton  
Keith Conrad 
Laurence W. Feasel  
John & Sandra L. Glantz  
Edgar & Kisen Jorolemon  
John & Phyllis Krest  
Linda Marsters  
Barbara A. Paulick  
Carol E. Samuel  
Gregory L. Swanson 
Dennis Unks  
Ruth Unzicker  

Ronald Moffatt  
Glenn G. & Shirley Roat  
David R. & Rita P. Searle 
Mark Smith  
William Smith 
Herbert & Jeannette Sohn  
Louis J. Volino  
Brian Volkmar  
Carole H. Webster 
J.L. Weller, Inc. 
Morene Wright  

Sponsor ($50 - $99) 
Joseph Balconi  
Robert W. & Georgianna 
Becker 
 

 

NEW VIDEO ON RTOS YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
 

Feb. 5th David Marsh Concert  
Is now available to watch on the RTOS YouTube channel in case 

you missed it or wish to see it again. 
https://www.youtube.com/@Wurlitzer1951 


