
 

 

 

David Marsh Presents 

“From Coast to Coast!” 

  David Marsh started playing 
the organ when he was fourteen 
years old.  Inspired by a video 
of Rosemary Bailey on the 
Roland Atelier, David decided to 
take up the instrument.  An 
interest in the theatre organ 
became apparent throughout 
the years and he began 
pursuing it.   
  Professionally, David has 
also enjoyed a career in music 
education, including teaching 
Advanced Music Theory at Villa 
Park High School in Orange 
County California and has been 
a piano teacher since 2016. 
  David has also served as the 
Director of Operations for Soli 
Studios Music, Inc and 
Executive Assistant for the Los 
Angeles Organ Company. David  
also currently serves as the 
President of the Orange County 
Theatre Organ Society, which 
maintains the 4/37 Wurlitzer at 
Plummer Auditorium in 
Fullerton, California. 
  When he is not working, 
David can be found playing the 
organ in his home, spending 
time with his dog Miles, and has 
recently taken an interest in 
gardening.  However, he 
recognizes that perhaps his 
talents do not reside in the 
garden and might be better  

served in music. 
  David has presented a 
number of concerts at west 
coast venues along with a 
recent appearance for the 
Atlanta ATOS chapter.   This 
will be his first appearance 
before the RTOS audience.  
We are excited to welcome 
this up and coming young 
organist to Rochester! 
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With a history similar to that 
of RTOS, Syracuse’s Empire 
State Musical Instrument 
Museum (ESTMIM) was 
founded in the mid-1960s to 
rescue and relocate the 3/11 
Wurlitzer in that city’s B.F. 
Keith’s theater when it was 
closed and demolished.   

Under an agreement with 
New York State, the organ was 
installed in a small theater in 
the Harriett Mae Mills building 
at the state fairgrounds, along 
with an actual musical 
instrument museum.  The 
ESTMIM has lovingly cared for 
the organ and offered a public 
concert series each year since 
the organ was installed in 
1967.  It is also played for fair 
attendees every day the fair is 
open each year.   

Until last fall.  When, after 
the fair closed, ESTMIM was 
denied access by the NYS fair 
commission.  Under an 
agreement made in the 1960s, 
ESTMIM has occupied space 
for the organ and the museum 
rent-free.  Apparently, NYS 
now feels that anyone who 
uses any space or facilities 
within the grounds must pay.  
Although some dialogue has 
taken place, the situation 
remains at a stalemate.   

We wish ESTMIM the best in 
reaching a workable agreement 
with NYS. 

 

David Marsh 

Auditorium Theatre  
885 E. Main St. 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 
 2:30 PM 

(Doors open at 1:30 PM) 

Syracuse Organ Group 

Facing Difficult Times 
By Russ Shaner 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 329-8386 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

  I have included a list of the accomplishments that 
your RTOS Board and volunteers made in the 2022 
calendar year.  I hope you agree that we have 
strongly come back from the aftermath of the 
pandemic and provided the highest quality programs 
and services.  All this is accomplished with 
volunteers who devote hours of their time and special 

skills.   We are updating our technology and digital processes.  
We have set several goals for 2023 and are setting specific 
measurable objectives to meet those goals. 
  I have to admit I was disappointed in the lack of attendance of 
members at the Zoom Annual Meeting on December 11.  Almost 
everyone who attended was a Board Member, future Board 
Member, or volunteer (ushers and crew chief).  It clearly was bad 
timing with the Bills playing, Christmas events held all over town, 
and a busy time of year for everyone. I’m hoping it was a sign that 
members are pleased with our work and trust us to continue.  I will 
ask to have the Annual Meeting minutes put on the website for 
your review.  We will look at improving the timing of the Annual 
Meeting. 
  I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the February 5th 
concert with David Marsh. 
 
            —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 
 
RTOS Accomplishments 2022 
   We offered 8 concerts: Tim Schramm (January), Brett Miller 
(February), Jelani Eddington (March), Dave Wickerham (April), 
Nick Renkosik (May), Seamus Gethicker (October), Brett Valliant 
(November), and Ken Double (December). 
  Bob Bower and Russ Shaner secured artists with themes for 
the concerts Oct. 22 – May 23 which greatly improved our 
advertising ability. 
  Gary Brumbaugh has been named Publicity Chair and he has 
actively been pursuing new publicity opportunities including over 
100 emails to community individuals and groups.  Gary is present 
at a Publicity Table in the lobby during concerts to increase 
visibility. 
  Gary Brumbaugh and Chris Van Stean have created a 
presentation on RTOS and the Theatre Organ.  They partnered 
with Tim Wagner who contributed suggestions and materials for 
the program.  Chris, Gary, and Tim presented the program at 
Greece Community Center to Time Out for Women in November.  
They have four more confirmed dates, and one TBA date for 
presentations between January and June. 
  Members have provided information, recommendations, and 
contacts for presentation proposals:  David Gaudieri for Retired 
Professionals Society, Lisa Wemett for area libraries and  

Visit the RTOS website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help us 
publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

  To direct your support to RTOS, 
type smile.amazon.com in your web 
browser and enter “Rochester Theater 
Organ Society”  as your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  If everyone drops $1 into a do-
nation box at each concert it will pay 
the yearly cost for our publications. 

Just $1 
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President’s Letter (continued) 

Perinton Historical Society, Gail 
McShane for Time Out for 
Women, and Tim Wagner for 
Perinton Historical Society. 
  Gary Brumbaugh has 
worked with Danielle Henning 
at RBTL to have our posters for 
coming concerts sent to RBTL 
customers through email 
announcements.  He is also 
updating the poster board at the 
Auditorium. 
  Ken Wilson has engaged a 
social media specialist to 
expand our outreach to younger 
audiences.  The Board has met 
with the social media specialist 
who is working on adding social 
media 
platforms 
to our 
advertising 
and will 
provide periodic analytic reports. 
  Richard Neidich regularly 
updates the website with 
upcoming events, artist bios, 
and concert posters.  Richard 
has begun providing website 
analytics data which can be 
used to understand where 
visitors are coming from and 
what they are looking for, 
  Bob Hunter and Chris Van 
Stean have worked with 
Amazon to change the names  
of responsible people for our 
Amazon Smile Rewards 
account releasing approximately 
$300 in cash awards. 
  David Peckham refurbished 
the toy counter and it is getting 
great comments. 
  Bob Bower created a 
magnet with the 2022-2023 
schedule distributed to 
members and to use as take 
aways at presentations. 

  The RTOS brochure was 
updated by Russ Shaner and 
reprinted to use as a handout 
at presentations. 
  Chris Van Stean called 
members who had not 
renewed for 2022, encouraged 
renewals, and discovered 25% 
or more of our phone numbers 
were incorrect.  We asked 
members to update their 
information for phone numbers 
and email 
addresses 
at concerts 
in order to 
correct our 
database. Ken Wilson has 
been updating and correcting 
the database. 
  RBTL gave us dates for the 
whole 2022 – 23 season so we 
could advertise the season in 
advance.   
  We are working on training 
Board Members to provide 
backup for important positions, 
including opening and closing 
the organ, lighting, video, and 
ciphers.  Bob Bower has been  
training 
Board 
members 
and RTOS 
Members 
to perform the tasks. Ted 
McWharf has taken over 
lighting. 
  Our bottom line was 
doubled, unfortunately through 
generous bequests of 
deceased members. 
  Thanks to Bob Bower (and 
several Board members on 
moving day), Paul Law’s organ 
was picked up, stored, and  
sold. 
  RBTL Stage Manager Gary  

Zaccaria was presented 
Honorary Membership in  
RTOS for his many years of 
exceptional support during our 
concert events.  Russ Shaner 
created the plaque, expressed  
our gratitude, and presented 
Gary with the plaque at the 
December concert. 
  Wheelchair assistance from 
the parking lot to the Auditorium 
and back was provided to 
members by Beth and Chris 
Haag, who have bravely faced 
the freezing Rochester 
temperatures. 
  Greg Spring has added 
several materials from Richard 
Langkamp Sr. and Paul Law to 
the Library. 
 
Accomplishments in process 
  Ken Wilson is creating a new 
Facebook account owned and 
operated by RTOS to replace 
the ATOS site which was 
recently taken down.  With help 
from Richard Neidich and 
Bob Bower, the new Facebook 
site will include direct email 
address capability and our 
social media specialist will 
provide analytics. 
  Ken Wilson, Richard 
Neidich and Bob Bower are 
working on creating direct email 
through our URL. 
  The Board is in the process 
of creating the 2023 goals and 
a worksheet for specific 
objectives and 
measures of 
accomplishment.  
Chris Van 
Stean is leading 
this effort and 
building the 
worksheet. 
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RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 
David Marsh     Feb  05  2:30 PM 
Ron Rhode     Mar  05  2:30 PM 
Eastman Bunch     Apr  02  2:30 PM 
Simon Gledhill     Apr  23  2:30 PM 
Tedde Gibson**     May 21  2:30 PM 
** At Eisenhart Auditorium 
 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console  
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 
Feb 12   Mar 12   Apr 16 

RTOS member Tim Wagner 
was stationed in the 2nd floor 
lobby playing Christmas songs 
via “Finster Baby” before the 
concert and during intermission. 
Blower Editor Laura Finger’s 7 
year old son Michael gave Tim 
a break at one point and played 
“Frosty the Snowman.” 

December Concert: Ken Double 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

 
Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 

236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY  
607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 

 
Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 

(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  
716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  

    
Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest  

information for their 2022 - 2023 concert seasons. 

Tim Wagner with 
“Finster Baby” 

Ken Double brought the music of  
Christmas to RTOS 

Christine Van Stean, President  
Bob Bower, Vice-President  
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership  
Robert Hunter, Treasurer  
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs  
Gary Brumbaugh, Director, Publicity 
Christopher Haag, Director  
Ted McWharf, Director  
Brett Miller, Director  
Richard Neidich, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
William Porter, ESM Liaison 


