Ken Double Rings in
the Holldays for RTOS
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A former radio and television
sportscaster who started taking
organ lessons as an 8-year-old
in Chicago, Ken Double has
enjoyed a second career
focused on his love of the music
of the theatre pipe organ.

As a sportscaster, Ken
broadcast NBA and major
college basketball, NHL, IHL
and AHL hockey, the worldwide
broadcast of the Indy 500, and
more. He was seen on the
nightly news delivering the
sports headlines of the day in
Lafayette and Indianapolis, IN.
Since retiring from broadcasting
in 2008, Ken has performed
concerts on the great theatre
pipe organs around the world.
He also helped establish the
Long Center Theatre Organ
Society in Lafayette, Indiana;
spent ten years as the President
of the American Theatre Organ
Society; and currently performs
on Mighty Mo, the iconic 4/42
Moller pipe organ at the
magnificent Atlanta Fox
Theatre.

Ken performed his first
concert in 1978; has more than
20 recordings to his credit; has
toured Australia and New
Zealand 8 times; and in June of
2022 celebrated his 40th annual
concert at Long Center in
Lafayette, IN on the Wurlitzer

organ he helped create and
install.

Now Ken is returning to the
Auditorium Theatre in
Rochester and the fabulous
RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer for
his tenth appearance, this time
for holiday season delights.

Concert and recording artist,

administrator, promoter and

fundraiser, broadcaster and

entertainer, Ken Double has
enjoyed, as he says, “getting
paid to have fun!”

es for his many Christmas pro-
grams for RTOS, Tim will be
playing throughout western NY  *

during December: \‘
Friday, December 2 at 8

PM: Buffalo Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists }
Christmas concert. First Pres- .-

byterian Church, 21 Church St. \‘

Well known to local audienc- ‘I

Lockport, NY.

Friday, December 16 at 7
PM: Christmas concert at the '
United Church of Canan-

daigua, 11 East Gibson St.,
Canandaigua, NY.

Sunday, December 18 at 5
PM: Christmas Hymn Sing,
Saint Luke & Saint Simon Cy- ‘I
rene Church, 17 South Fitz-

hugh St, Rochester. -

Monday, December 19 at 7 &‘
PM (Note date change): Rivi-

era Theatre, 67 Webster St., )

North Tonawanda, NY.
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Ken Wilson
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Martin Ippolito
PO Box 17438

Rochester, NY 14617

(585) 266-6337

PROGRAM CHAIR
Russ Shaner
(585) 266-2854
r.shaner@rochester.rr.com

Visit the RTOS website. Find
us at: www.rtosonline.or g

o

Shopping on Amazon?

To direct your support to RTOS,
type smile.amazon.com in your web
browser and enter “Rochester Theater
Organ Society” as your charity.

Do you use Facebook? Help us
publicize RTOS:

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us.
Post our concert posters on your
Facebook page.

@ 5
DONATE

Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing. If everyone drops $1 into a do-
nation box at each concert it will pay
the yearly cost for our publications.
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| just returned from a great Celebrity cruise from
Boston to Bermuda, several Caribbean islands, and %
ending in Miami. It turned out to be a great opportunity
to spread the word about RTOS. We were seated one &
night at dinner with a couple from Webster who had
"8 never heard of us. | met a Canadian who is often in '

* = Buffalo and knows about the theatre organ at the Rivera

“SS5 in North Tonawanda — but did not know about RTOS. He %
is gomg to talk to his Shriner friends about a trip to Rochester. | met
another couple in the pool who vacation in the Finger Lakes and was
interested in our concerts. As you travel, please take the opportunity

to spread the information about RTOS to people you meet - they could

be your neighbors!

In November, your Board created an Eastman School liaison w
position to be filled by our recently named Honorary Member, Bill
Porter. As a longtime member of the Eastman faculty, Bill has been
teaching theatre organ and improvisation to the Eastman Bunch
students for many years. He will work closely with us to coordinate
the plans for the practice and performance of the Eastman Bunch as
well as help us with ideas to bring in younger audience members and  %*
enhance our relationship with Eastman.

| want to thank our publicity chairman Gary Brumbaugh for the
wonderful article that appears in this edition of the Blower. While it is
long, | urge you to read it through and make it “food for thought” for
how you can help rebuild interest in RTOS and help rebuild our
membership!

We are in the middle of our annual fundraising program. As you
know, membership dues do not cover our costs. We rely on donations
to fund our programs and maintenance costs. Please consider a
donation or a few dollars in the boxes in the lobby. Donation forms will
be available at the membership table at the December concert. Since
we are a nonprofit organization, your donation could be tax deductible. +*

It's time to renew your RTOS membership for 2023. A renewal
card and envelope is included in this Blower for your convenience. \‘
You can also renew at the membership table at the December concert
or renew online on the RTOS website. | know that you will not want to
miss any of the exciting concerts that are planned for 2023!

Have you returned your ballot? It must be received before "
December 11th to be counted. You can save the postage by putting it
in the ballot box at the membership table at the December concert. \‘

Our annual meeting will be Sunday December 11™ at 2pm on
Zoom. The Zoom information will be sent out in an email blast to ’
members. Please plan to attend to support your Board and hear the
status and year’'s accomplishments for RTOS. 'y

Due to the heavy schedule of the Auditorium Theatre, our
December concert is early in the month this year. | look forward to \
seeing you there as Ken Double puts us all in a holiday mood as he
entertains us on the Wurlitzer and with his sparkling humor. ‘I

—Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) \‘
‘.'.d" ‘“l-:.irj .- ..,..p(‘. R 2 ‘.,..-l"
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s The RTOS season

= Oopener was a great
success on October 9!

— Our apologies for

s bringing these photos to
you on the late side, as
we needed to include

. RTOS Board election
information in the
November issue.

—

It is with much sadness that 19 nationally and internationally

we note the passing of San P iy ! on many major theatre organs.
y ma

Francisco area theatre organist ¥l i 2 Possessing his own unique

Jim Riggs in October at age - T . AR style, if you were fortunate

66. : wmh & . % enough to have attended one
A native of the San = 3 T VR of Jim’s concerts, you know

Francisco Bay area, Jim was [ /] how thrilling it was to hear him.

house organst at the famous ' W (] Jim performed four RTOS
Oakland Paramount Theater ' : V. concerts, the first in 1986 and
for many years along with ' the last in 2007, shortly before
frequent appearances at other the former NY Times Square early retirement due to

Bay area venues, at Seattle’s Paramount Wurlitzer in Wichi-  declining health.

Paramount Theater and on ta, Kansas. He performed
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“THE BEST-KEPT MUSICAL SECRET IN ROCHESTER”
By Gary Brumbaugh, RTOS Publicity Chairman

“The Best-Kept Musical Se-
cret in Rochester” has become
our by-line. The continuing de-
cline in RTOS
membership is
obvious to all -D"Zj“‘ {z

AN
\ K

members and it Q(ION’\
is very concern-

ing. If we are g
to preserve

theatre organ in Rochester,
as our Mission states, we must
reverse this trend! The goal to
increase membership will be
our organization’s #1 Goal in
the coming year 2023. Despite
our past and current outreach,
we often hear that attendees of
other Auditorium events do not
even know there is a world-
class theatre organ in the
building! It is strikingly appar-
ent that the RTOS-Grierson
Wourlitzer 4/23 theatre organ is
the “Best-Kept Musical Secret
in Rochester.”

Publicity became active
again in the latter half of
2021 with the easing of
COVID restrictions and re-
sumption of concert events.
For the benefit of our current
members, here is a publicity
update:

1. RTOS concert event an-
nouncements are submitted
each month

to print me- S
dia such as “\\@/
the Democrat |\ ,

& Chronicle

newspaper, Genesee Valley
Pennysaver, and Rochester
City Newspaper. Print media
is most likely viewed by older
potential attendees. RTOS
events are also submitted to

online Community Calen-

dars and Radio & TV station
Event Calendars where they
are more

likely to be @ﬁ 7
viewed by » i
younger & e "\
potential .&@
attendees.

The number of submissions
has declined to around 12
submissions each month as
some outlets no longer pro-
vide free advertising or have
gone out of business. Carol
Day assists with online adver-
tising submissions three
weeks prior to each concert.
2. The RTOS Concert &

Information
Line, a voice w
mailbox service,
is an important “face” of our
organization. The phone line
number is 585-234-2295. |
update the outgoing message
after each concert event to
provide callers with infor-
mation on the next concert
event and also membership.
Callers are invited to leave a
voice message if they want to
be contacted by an RTOS
representative. My wife Lana
(Grierson) and | respond to
messages left in the voice
mailbox. Typical requests are
for concert information and
dates, inquiries about mem-
bership, questions about con-
cert logistics, people with
items to sell, and people get-
ting back in touch with RTOS.
3. Rochester Broadway
Theatre League (RBTL) gra-
ciously includes an RTOS
banner ad in their monthly
email blast to its many

subscribers. Thank you RBTL!
4. The RTOS website http://
www.rtosonline.org/ is the
online face of the organization.
All our publicity funnels back to
the website. Take time to
check out all the available in-
formation!

5. RTOS can be
found on Facebook
at facebook.com/
ATOSrochester. We will be
making a concerted effort to
post relevant information on a
regular basis to energize cur-
rent followers and attract new
followers.

6. RTOS is on YouTube at
youtube.com/Rochester
TheaterOrganSociety. Video
content was ramped up here
during the COVID pandemic
lockdowns so theatre organ
enthusiasts could enjoy virtual
theatre organ events. Here
you can find videos of recent
concerts. We will continue to
add more concert
videos with artists’ u
permission.

7. Email and direct out-
reach to school and college
music programs, community
music groups, worship centers,
community senior groups, sen-
ior living facilities, etc. These
efforts produced few results
last fall and spring due to lin-
gering COVID concerns. Un-
derstandably, these organiza-
tions and institutions were
struggling to return to normal
within themselves. There is a
need to staff and
re-ignite this effort @
going forward.

(continued on back)



(continued from front)

We are developing new
ways to reach out to the
public:

1. To reach a younger audi-
ence, the RTOS Board recent-
ly voted to engage a social
media expert to develop a
presence on various other so-
cial media platforms such as
Instagram, TikTok, etc. We
will receive regular reports on
social media activity, and we
will let our membership know
how that progresses!

2. RTOS is going On the
Road. Three (3) presentations
are currently scheduled to local
community groups, and we are
looking for more opportunities
to tell our story! Each oppor-
tunity was brought to us by an
RTOS member. Bring us your
group contact(s)!

*Time Out for Women,
Greece Community Center,
November 2022. (Chris Van
Stean)

*Perinton Historical Society,
Fairport Public Library, Janu-
ary 2023 (Tim Wagner)

*Retired Professionals Soci-
ety, Oak Hill Country Club,
June 2023 (Dave Gaudieri)

Chris Van Stean will make
the presentations
with content and
equipment support
from Bob Bower,
Greg Spring, Tim
Wagner, and myself.

How can YOU help to
spread the word and help to
increase membership in
RTOS?

1. Notwithstanding all the
efforts above, our best oppor-
tunity for gaining new mem-
bers comes from referrals by

our current mem- =
bers. Nothing ‘
sells like a per-

sonal referral

from someone

you trust! Please take every
opportunity to tell friends, rel-
atives, co-workers, neighbors
-- everyone you know -- about
the wonderful experience you
enjoy as an RTOS member.
Our concerts are performed
by a mix of the best artists
from across the country and
around the world, along with
budding young artists (think
“Eastman Bunch”) as well!
The annual membership cost
of $75 for you and a guest
to eight concerts each year
is the lowest of any entertain-
ment around — hands down!
And don’t forget to mention
that children 12
& under and
students with
school ID are
always FREE!
Paid admissions can be cred-
ited towards a new member-
ship at our concerts.

2. Reach out to young peo-
ple who do not yet have fami-
ly responsibilities. Our mis-
sion includes educational ex-
perience as well as entertain-
ment. Many of our artists tell
us they discovered theatre
organ at a very young age!*
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3. Reach out to
empty nesters.
People moving into  {
the next phase and
recent retirees may
want to volunteer when they
find themselves with ample
time and a desire to give back.

4. Geographically, anyone
within driving distance of the
theatre is a potential member.

5. Commit to bringing
someone new with you to
the next concert.
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6. Contact Publicity Chair-
man Gary Brumbaugh at
RTOSPublicity@gmail.com or
by phone or text at 585-329-
1999 if:

*You can print and hang
posters for upcoming concerts
in community centers, schools,
churches, where you work...on
any public bulletin boards!

*You have contacts within
organizations who would let us
present our story.

*You can assist with con-
tacting music professionals in
educational institutions, com-
munity orchestras, bands, and
choral groups.

*You can assist with
contacting and rekindling rela-
tionships with senior living fa-
cilities.

*You have other ideas on
how to reach more people in
all demographics.

*We know Mozart mastered the key-
board by the time he was in kinder-
garten. But what if he had been able
to access a theatre organ?? :)



Christine Van Stean, Presid
Bob Bower, Vice-President
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership
Robert Hunter, Treasurer
Shaner, Past-President, Programs
Christopher Haag, Director
David Higgs, Director
Andrew Magin, Director
Ted McWharf, Director
Brett Miller, Director
Greg Spring, Director

RTOS EVENTS Rochester Museum &
“ Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. Science Center
All artists and dates subject to change. Please Eisenhart Auditorium,
¢ check out our website for latest information. East Ave. & Goodman St.

Open Console

Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Ken Double Dec 04 2:00 PM*
Annual Meeting on Zoom Dec 11 2:00 PM

David Marsh Feb 02 2:30 PM
\‘ TBA Mar 05 2:30 PM Dec 11
East Bunch Apr 02 2:30 PM
Si(rirﬁon;%]Iedur:}ﬁ AB: 23 2:30 PM Open Console dates for 2023 were not
+ Tedde Gibson** May 21 2;30 PM available at press ti_me. They will be pc_)sted
I * Note time change ** At Eisenhart Auditorium on the RTOS website as soon as possible.

The Rochester Theater Organ Society
2022 Annual Funds Drive

Suggested Donation Levels:

Sponsorship Level Single Donation Sponsorship Level Single Donation
‘ President’s Circle $500+ Sponsor $50 - $99
Guardian $250 - $499 Patron $25 - $49
v Benefactor $100 - $249 Friend $10 - $24
Send completed form and your contribution to: Method of Payment:
RTOS % Ken Wilson - Secretary [ Check/Money Order [ Credit Card
11 Bly Street
“ Rochester, NY 14620 Amount of Contribution
Credit Card Number Expiration Date CsC
.e Make checks/money orders payable to: RTOS Mo/Yr 3 digit code on card back
Please print legibly and include phone and/or email
Name/s:
\‘ Address:
Email: Phone: ()
N RTOS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation
I’ 100% of your contribution is tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the annual list of donors unless otherwise specified
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