
 

 

 

Brett Valliant Brings 
 “Pizza Parlor Pizazz” to RTOS 

  Brett Valliant, a native of 
Wichita, Kansas, realized his 
love of music at an early age.  
He began piano studies at age 
4, continuing through organ 
instruction at Wichita State 
University.  Brett’s professional 
career began at age 11, and at 
the age of 12 he was employed 
as a church organist, having 
held onto the dream he had had 
from an early age.  At the age of 
15, Brett was playing concerts 
around the United States and by 
age 19, he had performed his 
first international concert tour.  
Since then, Brett has performed 
in Europe, Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand.  Additionally, 
he has performed for the 
American Film Institute and 
conventions of the American 
Theatre Organ Society (ATOS) 
and the American Guild of 
Organists (AGO).   
  Currently one of two resident 
organists at the iconic Organ 
Stop Pizza restaurant in Mesa, 
Arizona, Brett performs on the 
world’s largest theatre organ  

and entertains thousands of  
patrons each year.  After 
several years of filling in for 
Charlie Balogh and Lew 
Williams at Organ Stop, Brett 
happily joined the Organ Stop 
musical staff in 2015. 

  For 21 years, Brett was the 
organist and music director of  
First United Methodist Church of 
Wichita, Kansas, where he  
played a large pipe organ seen 
and heard by thousands in the 
Midwest on the church’s TV 
program.  He has also been the 
Artist-In-Residence for the 
Wichita Wurlitzer (the former 
New York Paramount Wurlitzer 
organ now housed in Wichita) 
and often returns there to 
perform. 
  Brett enjoys any opportunity 
to play the music he loves on 
the instrument he loves.  
Whether at an organ in a 
concert hall, a majestic church 
organ, or a mighty Wurlitzer in a 
theatre, Brett is right at home.  
In addition to playing the organ, 
Brett’s friends know him for his 
love of ice and roller skating, 
animals, and classic rock n’ roll. 
  Brett’s upcoming Rochester 
concert will be his third on the 
RTOS - Grierson Wurlitzer 
having previously performed 
here in 2006 and 2018. 
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Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, November 20, 2022 
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(Founded 1964) 
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Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
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Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 
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Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
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Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
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Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

  I hope you enjoyed the RTOS magnet sent in the 
October Blower.  It is a great way to remember when 
the concerts are!  We look forward to the different 
themes the artists will be presenting.  We are going 
to be welcoming British and Scottish artists back as 
they are finally able to travel to the US to present 
again. 

We need help advertising our programs.  Please see our 
Publicity Chairman Gary Brumbaugh if you can put a poster at a 
community or senior center or other public places.  Gary has 
created posters for all the upcoming programs. 

I have been looking at our website, RTOSonline.org, for 
historical information to present in programs about RTOS and 
theatre organs.  There is a wealth of information and pictures on 
the site as well as lists of artists who have presented.  I also 
looked at websites for the American Theatre Organ Society and 
Dickinson Theatre Organ Society and found explanations and 
pictures of the parts that make the organ work.  I have found the 
history of theatre organs fascinating and look forward to 
presenting the program. 

You may have noticed I have spelled theater two different 
ways.  RTOS name has Theater as the spelling.  The Auditorium 
Theatre spells it with the re.  Russ Shaner explains that most of 
the theatre organ world spells it as theatre when referring to the 
instruments, artists, and type of music performed.  Theater as a 
spelling is more often used to refer to the actual building. 

This month we start our annual fundraising program, as you 
know, membership dues do not cover our costs.  We rely on 
donations to fund our programs and maintenance costs.  Please 
consider a donation or a few dollars in the boxes in the lobby.  A 
donation form is included in this Blower on page 4.  Forms will 
also be available at the membership table at upcoming concerts. 

November is election time.  This year we have three directors 
to be elected.  Please return your ballot to the box in the lobby at 
the November and December concerts or mail it to the election 
teller prior to the annual meeting. 

Our annual meeting will be Sunday December 11th at 2 pm on 
Zoom.  More information will be in the December Blower. 

Sadly, it seems that the cost of everything is more these days.  
When we arrived for the October concert, we discovered that 
parking behind the theatre had increased to $5.  Sorry we did not 
inform you beforehand – we did not know!  This is still a bargain 
given to RTOS as the operators of the lot charge $10 for most 
events at the Auditorium. 

I look forward to welcoming you in November for our concert 
featuring Brett Valliant, resident organist at Mesa, Arizona’s 
famous Organ Stop Pizza restaurant. 

                 —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 

Visit the RTOS website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help us 
publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

  To direct your support to RTOS, 
type smile.amazon.com in your web 
browser and enter “Rochester Theater 
Organ Society”  as your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  If everyone drops $1 into a do-
nation box at each concert it will pay 
the yearly cost for our publications. 

Just $1 
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RTOS Announces Annual Election  

Summary 
 

This year's election is for three Directors to a two-year term ending in the year 2024. 
• Greg Spring is running for re-election and is joined by Gary Brumbaugh and Richard Neidich.   
• Directors Chris Haag, Ted McWharf and Brett Miller will serve one more year of their current term. 
• The Officers elected last year will serve the remaining year of their current term. 

 
Voting Procedures 

 

Details are on the Ballot.  Write-in(s) are acceptable and space is provided on the Ballot for this purpose. 
 

Ballots must be received by the Election Teller before 10:00PM on Saturday, Dec. 10, 2022 to be valid. A 
ballot box will be available in the Auditorium Theatre lobby during the Nov. 20th and Dec. 4th concerts.  Or, 
you may mail ballots directly to the Election Teller, Marie Bower, 990 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624. 
. 

 
Voting Eligibility 

 

All Regular 2022 and Honorary Members are asked to vote on the Official Ballots that are mailed with their 
copy of the Blower. New 2023 Regular members, and all Associate, Student, and Complimentary members 
will receive the biographies and voided ballots since they are ineligible to vote in this year's election (the 
reason for dummy ballots for members ineligible to vote is because of postal regulations that require identical 
pieces and weight in each piece in the mailing). 

Greg Spring 
 

A lifelong resident of East Rochester, Greg first became a RTOS member in the late 60's, 
along with his parents.  He was taught to play the organ by Dottie White and Don Scott, and 
worked with Ken Veneron on the Eastman House Organ.  Greg is currently RTOS Librarian.  
Outside of RTOS, Greg has served as a union president, a media director for East Rochester 
schools, and an Actors Equity Inc. accredited lighting and audio engineer.  He has also served 
on the Board of Deacons, and is currently serving as Chairperson of the Board of Trustees and 
Chair of the Finance Committee at the First Baptist Church of East Rochester. 
STATEMENT: I want to do everything I can to increase membership, and find alternate re-
sources for funding, such as advertising, grants, and sponsorships.  

 Richard Neidich 
 

Richard is a Charter Member of RTOS, graduate of RIT, and frequent visitor to the Rochester 
area.  He is also been a longtime member of several other theater organ groups, including the 
Detroit Theater Organ Society and American Theater Organ Society.  Richard is retired after 
44 years of government and contractor efforts in support of software development for imaging 
systems utilizing internet technologies, most recently using web-based applications.   
STATEMENT: My efforts will focus continuing to preserve and present the theatre organ via 
live and virtual programs and as a strong supporter of RTOS video.  Goals include continuing 
RTOS’s web presence, increasing the diversity of RTOS events, expanding RTOS 
membership, and continuing our world class 4/23 Wurlitzer organ programming.   

 Gary Brumbaugh 
 

Gary and his wife Lana (Grierson) are 20-year members of RTOS.  Gary has served as 
Election Teller since 2007, and in 2009 he began publicizing RTOS concert events to print 
and online media.  Also in 2009, with Lana’s assistance, Gary began regular updating of the 
RTOS Phone Message Line announcing upcoming concerts and responding to callers’ 
inquiries.  Since retiring at the end of 2021, Gary has begun increasing publicity outreach as 
Publicity Chair making new contacts and assisting with development of an RTOS presentation 
to attract new members. 
STATEMENT: “As Director, I will focus my efforts on the RTOS #1 Goal of increasing 
membership by driving new and different ways to promote the theatre organ experience to all  
demographics in the community.”   
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RTOS Announces Annual Funds Drive 

  In announcing our Annual Fall Funds Drive, we 
have again set a goal of $10,000.00.  With the re-
sumption of regular concerts in 2022 and the fact 
that many things we do including organ maintenance 
and rebuilding, the production and mailing of the 
Blower, etc, cost more than ever.  Additionally, more 
work on both organs is planned for 2023.  
   Membership dues for 2023 remain the same as 
2022 which makes your generous contributions even 
more important.  Please remember that you can 
make a tax free donation as part of your RMD from a 
qualified retirement account.  You may also wish to 
consider including RTOS in your estate plans.  
  Your contribution is greatly appreciated. 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society 
2022 Annual Funds Drive 

 

Suggested Donation Levels: 
Sponsorship Level    Single Donation               Sponsorship Level    Single Donation 

    President’s Circle       $500+                      Sponsor           $50 - $99 
    Guardian            $250 - $499                  Patron            $25 - $49 
    Benefactor           $100 - $249                  Friend             $10 - $24 

 

Send completed form and your contribution to:                     Method of Payment: 
 RTOS % Ken Wilson - Secretary                           Check/Money Order     Credit Card 
 11 Bly Street 
 Rochester, NY 14620                                    Amount of Contribution _________ 
 

                 Credit Card Number ______________________ Expiration Date ________ CSC _________ 
Make checks/money orders payable to: RTOS                             Mo/Yr  3 digit code on card back 

 

Please print legibly and include phone and/or email 
 

Name/s: 
 

Address: 
 

Email:                                       Phone: (      ) 
 

RTOS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 
100% of your contribution is tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the annual list of donors unless otherwise specified 

Are You on the RTOS Email List? 

It is more important than ever that RTOS members 
and friends join our email list.  We use it sparingly, 
and we promise not to fill your inbox with anything 
approaching spam.  Joining is simple.  Just send a 
short email note to our Secretary Ken Wilson and 
request that he add you to the list.  Send your 
request to:  r.t.o.s.2018@gmail.com  

Check Out RTOS on YouTube 

Did you miss a recent concert?  Want to see one 
again?  Be sure to check out the RTOS channel on 
YouTube where a number of our recent concerts are 
available to view for free. 


