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Seamus Gethicker Presents
“Broadway to Beatles”
Seamus Gethicker is an
outstanding young theatre
organist from Bath, ME. He
was the 2016 winner of the
American Theatre Organ
Society’s Young Theatre
Organist Competition. From a
young age, Seamus has
always been interested in
music, often running to the
piano to pick out tunes heard
on the radio after a ride in the
car.
Seamus’ interest in pipe
organs began at age 7, when
he attended a holiday concert
at Merrill Auditorium in
Portland, ME and first
witnessed the historic mighty
Kotzschmar Austin Organ
played by Ray Cornils, with
whom he later studied classical
organ in high school. Soon
after discovering the pipe
organ, he quickly found out
about theatre organs and was
instantly hooked. Today,
Seamus enjoys being involved
with theatre organ any way he
can, whether it be playing or
working on the technical side
of things. Having a broad taste
in music, Seamus’ programs
contain a wide variety of music
that are sure to have
something for everyone.

RTOS Announces 20222023 Concert Series

Seamus Gethicker
Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday, October 9, 2022
2:30 PM
(Doors open at 1:30 PM)

Since winning the ATOS
competition in 2017 Seamus
has performer for classical
and theatre organ venues
across the country including
San Diego’s famed Spreckels
outdoor organ, frequent
concerts on the Kotchmar
organ and concerts in NY, IL,
and PA among others.
Seamus was the featured
guest artist at the 2017 RTOS
Eastman Bunch concert,
playing the 2nd half of the
program. His October 9th
concert will mark his first solo
appearance for RTOS.

An exciting mix of artists
have been booked for the 2022
- 2023 concert series.
Following Seamus, Brett
Valliant and Ken Double will
return to take us through the
holiday season. February will
feature rising west coast star,
David Marsh in his first visit to
RTOS. In March, from
Scotland, Aaron Hawthorne,
winner of the 2019 ATOS
young artist competition will
return for his first full concert,
having first played with the
Eastman Bunch in 2020. On
April 2nd, Michael Barone of
public radio’s Pipedreams will
preside over the 14th Eastman
Bunch program.
With the easing of COVID
era travel restrictions, a
highlight of the season will be
the April 21st return of Great
Britain's Simon Gledhill for his
fourth RTOS appearance. In
May, newcomer Tedde
Gibson will close the season
at the Eisenhart Auditorium.
A complete list of dates and
times appear on page 4 of this
Blower.

2

RTOS Blower

Rochester Theater Organ Society
(Founded 1964)
PO Box 17114
Rochester, NY 14617
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295
http://www.rtosonline.org
—————————
M
C
Ken Wilson
11 Bly St.
Rochester, NY 14620
(585) 690-5479
ken.wilson213@gmail.com
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Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to RTOS,
type: smile.amazon.com
in your web browser and enter
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as
your charity.
Do you use Facebook? Help
us publicize RTOS:
Visit our page (Rochester Theatre
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us.
Post our concert posters on your
Facebook page.
Visit the RTOS website. Find
us at: www.rtosonline.org

Just $1
Help RTOS keep the music playing. If
everyone drops $1 into a donation box at
each concert it will pay the yearly cost for
the Blower & Concert Programs.

A Letter from your President
Your RTOS Board has been busy working during
the summer break!
We have been invited to speak to two different
organizations about RTOS and theatre organs. We
are creating a script, pictures, video, and music to
present to “Time Out for Women” in November at
the Greece Community Center and the Retired
Professionals Society at Oak Hill Country Club in
June 2023. These presentations will give us the opportunity to
introduce our great organs and the music we offer to people who
have not heard of us. Thanks to members David and Bernie
Gaudieri for recommending we do these programs and
introducing us to the Retired Professionals Society program
committee. If you are a member of an organization inviting
speakers to do programs who may be interested in our
presentation, please let me know!
We have received dates for concerts from the Auditorium
Management for the entire season- October through May.
Scheduled artists and concert dates are listed on page 4 of this
Blower and on our website, allowing viewers to see all upcoming
events for the 2022-23 season. Each program will have a theme
chosen by the artist for his presentation. Additionally, we will be
creating useful advertising items for the entire season’s schedule.
Bob Bower has put together a wonderful magnet with the artist’s
pictures and dates.
We have been using the downtime to update and repair the
organs to have them ready for the season in the best possible
condition. See Russ’s article on page 3.
Greg Spring has added new CDs to the library, donated by
Paul Law.
Thanks to our volunteer staff in the Box Office, CD sales, and
inside and outside ushers for joining us again this year to make
attending the concerts a welcoming experience.
We also want to acknowledge the person(s) who donated
$100 in the donation boxes at the April and May concerts. We
greatly appreciate your contribution – and all the contributions
members have made to keep our wonderful programs available.
These contributions allow us to pay expenses, provide world
class artists, and keep the organs in concert-ready condition.
All officers and directors on the RTOS Board are unpaid, and
provide hours of their skills each year for the success of our
programs. We are the best music bargain in town!
We will be starting our annual fund drive in November and
information will be included in the Blower then.
We welcome Seamus Gethicker to RTOS in October. This
will be his first solo concert for us since his initial appearance
with the Eastman Bunch in 2017.
—Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com)
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RTOS Organs Receiving Much Needed Attention During The Summer Months
In 1960 a small band of local
organ enthusiasts “discovered” the
1928 all original, unmolested
Wurlitzer Opus 1951 fast asleep in
Rochester’s RKO Palace theater
and began to bring it back to life.
From day one it was resolved that
all maintenance and restoration
done on the organ would be of the
highest quality possible. This has
been the case for some 60 years.
The same work ethic applies to
Opus 1492, the Wurlitzer at the
Eisenhart Auditorium.
Over the years a program of
continuous maintenance and rebuilding has kept both instruments
in excellent condition by RTOS
work crews and professionals .
One part of the big organ that has
been somewhat neglected is the
“toy counter” that contains the
drums, cymbals and other “traps”
and noisemakers.
Although repairs were made
when necessary, the time has
come for a total refurbishing of
these vital parts of the organ. Our
professional tuner and technician,
David Peckham has now finished
the total rebuilding of them.
Concurrently this summer,
Kevin Scott and his crew removed
a worn out muffler box from the air
supply for the Eisenhart organ
which had developed significant
air leaks that had rendered the
organ temporarily unplayable.
They also continue with regular
maintenance and rebuilding of
components and are renewing the
air “motors” for the swell shades.
Arrangements are now being
made with a West Coast expert
restorer to do a total overhaul of
the Spencer blowers that supply
the wind for both organs. Both
blowers will receive a thorough
cleaning; new, higher horsepower
motors; larger, more powerful
internal fans, and new modern
electrical controls for the 4/23.
Photos by David Peckham

Snare/Tom-Tom drum
(restored)

Bass/Kettle drum
(before restoration)

Bass drum
(headed to David’s shop)

Tap cymbal action
(new primaries and valves)

Tap cymbal action
(restored)

Tap cymbal -- Ready for
another 90 years

Toy counter air chest
(before restoration)

Toy counter air chest
(restored)

Toy counter -- Ready for
another 90 years

Wood block action
(before restoration)

Triangle striker action
(restored)

Cathy Peckham checking on progress
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RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change. Please
check out our website for latest information.
Seamus Gethicker
Brett Valliant
Ken Double
David Marsh
Aaron Hawthorne
Eastman Bunch
Simon Gledhill
Tedde Gibson**
* Note time change

Oct 09
2:30 PM
Nov 20
2:30 PM
Dec 04
2:00 PM*
Feb 02
2:30 PM
Mar 05
2:30 PM
Apr 02
2:30 PM
Apr 23
2:30 PM
May 21
2:30 PM
** At Eisenhart Auditorium

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY
607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest
information for their 2022 - 2023 concert seasons.

Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Oct 16
Nov 13
Dec 11

Happy Fall!
—from all of us at RTOS

NOTICE FOR THOSE ATTENDING THE OCTOBER RTOS CONCERT
Effective March 31, 2022, proof of COVID-19 vaccination is no longer required
when attending performances at RBTL’s Auditorium Theatre.
Appropriately worn masks are optional but encouraged for all patrons,
regardless of vaccination status, at all times while in the facility.
Questions and concerns can be directed to RBTL at 585-222-5000 or mail@rbtl.org.
For the latest information on the Auditorium Theatre’s safety policies, visit rbtl.org/safety/.

