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  Dave Wickerham was born 
in Encino, CA in 1962. He 
began playing the electronic 
organ at age 4 and had his first 
pipe organ experience at age 
10. His musical education 
started at age 7. 
  Moving to Arizona in 1976, 
Dave was Associate Organist 
at the famous Organ Stop 
Pizza Restaurants in Phoenix, 
Mesa, and Tucson.  He 
attended the University of 
Arizona in Tucson on a full 
scholarship, pursuing classical 
organ studies with Dr. Roy 
Johnson. 
  In 1984, Dave moved to  
Chicago to become Staff 
Organist at Pipes and Pizza in 
Lansing, IL while also 
ministering musically and 
serving at various churches. 
  August of 1990 found the 
Wickerham family—Dave, his 
wife and 2 young children—
moving to Wisconsin, where he 
was one of the featured Staff 
Organists at the Piper Music 
Palace in Greenfield, a position 
he held for 10 years. 
  In the spring of 2000, Dave 
was a featured organist at 
Roxy's Pipe Organ Pizzeria, 
part of a $26 million expansion 
phase at the FIESTA Casino 
and Hotel in Las Vegas, NV. 

 

Dave Wickerham Presents  
April RTOS Concert 

The Wickerhams—Dave, 
Rhonda, and now 3 great 
kids—spent 2 years there 
before returning to Wisconsin 
in August 2001. For the next 
3 years, Dave resumed his 
position at the Piper Music 
Palace and was also the 
Principal Organist at Williams 
Bay Lutheran Church in Lake 
Geneva, WI.  
  Dave enjoys concertizing 
for many audiences including 
various chapters of the  

ATOS.  In April 1999, he was  
a featured artist for the 
convention of the Theatre 
Organ Society of Australia in 
Melbourne for which he 
received rave reviews.  Dave 
returned “Down Under” for a 6 
week concert tour in Australia 
and New Zealand during the 
summers of 2003 and 2012, as 
well as fall of 2015. 
  Dave also enjoys recording 
and has recently sold out his 
fourth CD Sounds of Music 
recorded on the famous 5/80 
theatre organ at the Sanfilippo 
Residence in Barrington, IL.   
There are several NEW 
recording projects that are 
soon to be completed and 
released.  
  After 7 years as Organist—
Curator with the legendary 
Milhous Collection in South 
Florida, Dave currently enjoys 
living in Upper Michigan in the 
historic town of Crystal Falls.  

 

Dave Wickerham 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, April 10, 2022 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open at 1:30 PM) 

NOTICE! 
MASKING AND PROOF OF 

VACCINATION FOR 
EVERYONE AGE 5 OR 
ABOVE IS REQUIRED 

For all events 
at the Auditorium Theatre 

until further notice  



 

 

RTOS Blower 2 

A Letter from your President 

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help 
us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as 

your charity.   

Help RTOS keep the music playing.  If 
everyone drops  $1 into a donation box at 
each concert it will pay the yearly cost for 
the Blower & Concert Programs.  

Just $1 

 

Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 329-8386 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

I recently spent an afternoon calling members who 
haven’t renewed for 2022, and really enjoyed 
talking with many people.  Some people didn’t 
realize that they hadn’t renewed – the last two 
year’s membership was confusing since we 
honored 2020 memberships for 2021 also.  I talked 
to several people who have been members since 
the 1960s!  Unfortunately, several are no longer 

able to drive or have difficulty walking.  Some were interested in 
our outside ushers with wheelchairs available so they could 
attend.  

I discovered that my list of people had almost 25% 
disconnected phone numbers, and some of those members did 
not have email addresses.  Ken Wilson, our Membership Chair, 
said that only about 65% of our emails through Mail Chimp are 
read – and could be the result of bad email addresses.  Some 
memberships come in with a check but no email address or 
phone number so we don’t get complete contact information.  
Some of our information is just old! 

We would like to update and correct our membership data. 
We use email for Mail Chimp to let you know about changes, 
cancellations, upcoming events, or important information that 
can’t wait for the Blower.  You could help us by: 

1. Emailing Ken Wilson at ken.wilson213@gmail.com and 
providing your name, address, email address, and phone 
number. 

OR 
2. At the next concert, fill out a card with name, address, 

email address, and phone number and leave at the 
membership desk with Ken.  

Ken will check all the information against our records and 
update them in a more workable database. 

Just after going to print last month when I listed donations 
from estates, we received a large donation from the estate of 
Jean DeBuyser, a long-time member.  Also, I am sorry to have 
omitted Lisa Wemett’s donation from our list of donations in 
February.  Please know that we are VERY thankful for all 
donations to RTOS! 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the April concert. 
 
            —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 



 

 

3 RTOS Blower 

Help RTOS Increase Membership and Participation! 

  One of the RTOS Board’s 
major goals for 2022 is to 
increase membership.  
Unfortunately, RTOS is the 
best kept music performance 
secret in town!  Going 
forward, we plan to engage 
artists who will commit to 
themes we can advertise, 
increase concert attendance 
by cross-promoting with other 
organizations, and actively 
pursue a professional 
marketing plan.   
  Gary Brumbaugh, a 
longtime RTOS member, has 
recently been named 
Publicity Chairman.  He is 
creating contact lists for 
numerous groups, has sent 
out dozens of emails 
introducing RTOS, and will be 
making personal contacts 
with individual group leaders.  
Prior to each concert, Gary 
along with Carol Day send 
publicity notices to 17 radio, 
TV, print, and online sites. 
  How can YOU help? 
  BRING FRIENDS to the 
Dave Wickerham concert on  

3 

Sunday, April 10th.  Each 
RTOS member can bring two 
(2) guests FREE to the 
concert using the ticket below.  
Introduce your friends to the 
RTOS experience! Remember 
that children and students, 
including college students, 
already get in FREE with 
school ID.  Help us fill the 
Auditorium! 
  HANG POSTERS.  Help us 
advertise by printing and 
hanging posters for the next 
concert on public boards at 
community centers, churches, 
organizations, etc.  Let’s see 
how many we can hang! 
  ASSIST WITH PUBLICITY. 
See Gary Brumbaugh at the 
table in the lobby if you can 
assist in researching and 
contacting people about RTOS 
events via email, phone, or in-
person contact.  You can also 
contact Gary at rtospublicity 
@gmail.com or by phone at 
585-329-1999. 
  UPDATE YOUR CONTACT 
INFORMATION.  We pay  

(continued on next page) 

  Despite one hour less of 
sleep the night before thanks 
to Daylight Savings (!), we at 
RTOS were glad to be in the 
presence of Jelani Eddington’s 
mastery of the theatre organ 
during his 12th appearance in 
Rochester on Sunday, March 
13. 

                   
              The Rochester Theater Organ Society  

extends this complimentary invitation to our  
RTOS members and their two accompanying guests  

 
Dave Wickerham Concert  

April 10, 2022 
Auditorium Theatre 

 
   Member name _______________________________________________   
 
   Guest name _________________________________________________   
 

   Guest email ___________________________________________________  
 

Valid for two free adult admissions to the April 10, 2022 concert ONLY. 
Find concert information at: www.rtosonline.org 

March Concert 
photo by Ted McWharf 

Photo by Ted McWharf 
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RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 
Dave Wickerham     Apr 10  2:30 PM 
Nick Renkosik     May 15  2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console  
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

      
Apr 24 
May 22 
Jun 26 
Jul 24 
Aug 21 

Christine Van Stean, President 
Bob Bower, Vice-President 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Christopher Haag, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
Andrew Magin, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director 
Brett Miller, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Director, Programs 
 

May your 2022 be filled with music! 

—from all of us at RTOS 

of the program 
content.   
4. Research 
and cross-
promote RTOS 
event info  
with other 
organizations 
such as date, 

location, artist, and event 
content.  
  5. Create a marketing plan 
to include utilizing someone to 
assist with event promotion. 

Membership and Participation (Continued) 

postage for every Blower  
returned to us for undeliverable 
addresses.  Only 65% of our 
email blasts are read.  About 
25% of the phone numbers we 
called with renewal reminders 
were no longer in service.  
Please confirm your contact 
information with Membership 
Chair Ken Wilson at the table 
in the lobby. 
  Another RTOS Board goal 
this year is to expand 
participation in RTOS events  

by doing the following:   
  1. Offer a variety of 
programming more focused 
on silent films, familiar 
popular music, and utilizing 
one or more themes.   
  2. Book artists who commit 
to item #1 above in advance, 
so the theme can be 
advertised.   
  3. Market/publicize 
information to potential event 
participants which will provide  
them with a clear expectation  


