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  During the years that Jelani 
Eddington has given concerts, 
he has easily established 
himself as one of the most 
prominent and sought-after 
artists on the concert circuit.   
  Jelani Eddington was born in 
Muncie, IN and grew up in a 
very musical family.  Between 
the interests of his mother, a 
professional music teacher of 
many years, and those of his 
grandmother, a well-respected 
piano instructor, it was no 
surprise when Jelani 
demonstrated an inclination 
toward music at an early age. 
  Shortly after beginning piano 
instruction at age 4, Jelani 
began studying classical piano 
under the direction of his 
grandmother.  At age 8, a trip to 
hear the 4-manual 42-rank 
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ 
installed in the Indianapolis, IN 
restaurant, the Paramount Music 
Palace, introduced Jelani to the 
sounds of the theatre pipe 
organ.  Soon thereafter, he 
began to pursue classical organ 
lessons and ultimately began 
studying theatre organ under the 
direction of John Ferguson, 
whose skills as a theatre organ 
instructor have been highly 
acclaimed internationally. 
  At age 13, Jelani won the 
ATOS Young Theatre Organist  

 

Jelani Eddington Makes  
12th Appearance with RTOS 

Competition, prevailing over 
competitors ages 13-21 from 
the US, England, Australia, 
and New Zealand.  Jelani 
remains the youngest 
competitor ever to win this 
title.   

  Jelani went on to graduate 
Magna Cum Laude from Indiana 
University in 1996, and later 
received a Juris Doctor degree 
from the Yale Law School in 
1999, after which time he was 
admitted to practice law in New 
York and later in Wisconsin. 
  During the course of his 
concert career, Jelani has been 
featured at numerous national 
and regional ATOS conventions, 
and has toured extensively 
throughout the world.  He has 
also produced and marketed 
over 30 theatre organ albums on 
some of the best-known and 
most dynamic instruments in the 
country. 
  In 2014, Jelani became the 
first—and to date only—
musician to have a video of his 
theatre organ performance go 
“viral.”  Within a few short 
weeks, Jelani’s performance of 
John William’s Star Wars 
Symphonic Suite was viewed on 
YouTube over 1 million times in 
more than 200 countries around 
the world.  As of 2016, that 
video has earned more than 2.2 
million views worldwide. 
  Jelani performed his first 
RTOS concert in 1995 while still 
a high school student, and will 
be playing his 12th program on 
the RTOS - Grierson Wurlitzer 
on Sunday, March 13th. 

 

Jelani Eddington 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, March 13, 2021 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

NOTICE! 
MASKING AND PROOF 
OF VACCINATION FOR 
EVERYONE AGE 5 OR 
ABOVE IS REQUIRED 

For all events 
at the Auditorium Theatre 

until further notice  
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A Letter from your President 

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help 
us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as 

your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music playing.  
If everyone drops  $1 into a donation box 
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost 
for the Blower & Concert Programs.  

Just $1 

 

Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 329-8386 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

In his will, our Past-President Paul Law left RTOS 
and AGO his organ, sheet music, and music CDs. 
Several RTOS board members recently went to 
Paul’s home to retrieve these items.  We will be 
adding the theatre organ CDs to our Library.  We 
will be working with the AGO to sort and divide 
these materials and sell the organ.  If you are 
interested in a 3 manual Hauptwerk virtual pipe 

organ, please contact Bob Bower.  See Bob’s article about the 
organ on page 4.  Many thanks to Bob Bower, Ken Wilson, Chris 
Haag, Andrew Magin, Greg Spring, and Bob Hunter for all their 
hard work (photo below). 

It seems like a very long time since we hosted the 2019 ATOS 
convention—and that was the last live convention!  ATOS is 
advertising the 2022 convention to be held in San Diego, CA 
during the July 4th week.  If you are ready to travel, check out 
their website for information and registration.  Jelani Eddington, 
our March artist, will be playing the Spreckels Organ on July 4th 
followed by fireworks.  Dave Wickerham, our April artist, will play 
July 6th at the Balboa Theater. 

I was asked by a RTOS member to report our annual 
fundraising total.  As of January 4th, our total was $7,931, with a 
goal of $10,000.  We realize this has been a difficult time for 
many people, and we thank those who were able to contribute.  
RTOS was very fortunate to have received a $10,000 Jumpstart 
grant from Monroe County, and is the beneficiary of the estates 
of three members: Paul Law, Staley Clarke, Jr., and Shirley 
Mason. 

I look forward to seeing you at the March concert! 
 
            —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 



 

 

3 RTOS Blower 

January and February Concert Photos 

Tim Schramm (left three 
photos) and Brett Miller (below 
two photos) kept the theatre 
organ music playing during a 
frigid Rochester winter! 
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RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 
Jelani Eddington     Mar 13  2:30 PM 
Dave Wickerham     Apr 10  2:30 PM 
Nick Renkosik     May15  2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console  
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

      
Mar 27 
Apr 24 
May 22 
Jun 26 
Jul 24 

Christine Van Stean, President 
Bob Bower, Vice-President 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Christopher Haag, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
Andrew Magin, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director 
Brett Miller, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Director, Programs 
 

May your 2022 be filled with music! 

—from all of us at RTOS 

drives the system with 2 
touchscreen monitors on either 
side of the keyboards.  The 
sound is provided via 4 
behringer B2031a speakers 
and a 12” behringer subwoofer. 

Organ for Sale 

  As mentioned in this 
month’s President’s Letter 
(page 2), RTOS and AGO 
jointly inherited Paul Law’s 
organ.  We have tried to find a 
home for it with thoughts of 
using it to train new theater 
organists in coordination with 
the Eastman School of Music.  
Unfortunately, appropriate 
space could not be found to 
house it.  Therefore, we hope 
to find it a new home.  If you 
are interested in purchasing it,  

please contact Bob Bower by 
email at buffalobob37@gmail. 
com. 
  Description is as follows: 
  A 3 manual Hauptwerk 
virtual (electronic) pipe organ 
with some pistons and toe 
studs.  VPOs included are 
1928 E.M. Skinner from Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel, St. 
Eucaire Cavaille-Coll Metz 
France, and MasterWorks 3-
31.  The MIDI interface uses 
Artisan boards.  A Dell tower   


