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  Tim Schramm is a native of 
Rochester, NY and is no stranger 
to the Rochester Theatre Organ 
Society.  He started playing the 
piano at the age of 6.  At the age 
of 10 his parents introduced him 
to the Mighty Wurlitzer at the 
Auditorium Theatre in Rochester 
and it was love at first sight.  
Since that time the organ has 
become his passion.  Tim played 
his first church service at the age 
of 11.  Since then he has  
continued to play church services, 
weddings, funerals, organ 
dedications and theatre organ 
concerts.  He has also performed 
in Canada and England. 
  Tim lives in East Palmyra 
where he lives in a converted 
church where he has a digital 
theatre organ, a hybrid pipe/
electronic organ, and a 9’ Baldwin 
concert grand piano. He currently 
uses his music room to hold hymn 
sings and other small concerts. 
Tim is in the process of producing 
and recording an original 
Christmas song with Studio6 
Recording & Production Studio in 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL which is 
expected to be released in April.   
  Tim is Director of Music  
Ministries at St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church in Newark, NY.  He also 
plays during Masses at St. 
Patrick’s in Macedon and St. 
Patrick’s in Savannah.  Tim is 
also a part-time salesperson at 
Denton, Cottier, & Daniels piano   

 

Tim Schramm 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, January 9, 2021 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

 

Tim Schramm Begins the  
New Year with RTOS 

Are You on our  
Email List? 

From Ken Wilson 

We remind you 
once again that it 
is more important  
than ever that 
RTOS members  
and friends join 
our email list.  We use it 
sparingly, and promise not to 
fill your inbox with anything 
approaching spam.  Just send 
a short email note to our 
Secretary Ken Wilson and 
request that he add you to the 
list.  Send your request to: 
ken.wilson213@gmail.com  

Look at your 
mailing label.  If 
the year on the 
second line of 
the label is not 
2022, this may 
be the last 
Blower you will get unless you 
renew your membership.  If the 
year on the second line of the 
label is 2022, you are all set to 
receive the Blower for the 2022 
calendar year.  Thank you! 

It’s Time to Renew! 

store in East Rochester. He is 
retired from the Rochester City 
School District where he was a 
choir accompanist.   
  Tim has previously served as 
Program Chair and on the 
RTOS Board of Directors.  He 
has produced and directed the 
RTOS Christmas Follies for 
many years. Last year when we 
couldn’t hold in person concerts 
because of COVID, Tim offered 
his home and talents to video a 
large share of the Christmas 
Follies for our membership to 
watch on YouTube.   
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A Letter from your President 

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help 
us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as 

your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music playing.  
If everyone drops  $1 into a donation box 
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost 
for the Blower & Concert Programs.  

Just $1 

 

Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

Annual Funds Drive Continues 

  We are well on our way towards meeting our goal of 
$10,000.00.  Your contribution will be greatly appreciated!  As a 
reminder, you can make a tax free donation as part of your RMD 
from a qualified 401K retirement account.  Please see the back 
page of this Blower for a contribution form. 

The RTOS Board’s 2022 goal is to increase 
membership and ticket sales.  We are working with 
artists to advertise the theme or music they will 
play.  Unlike me (I organize everything well in 
advance!), many of the artists decide when they 
practice what they will play that day!  Gary 
Brumbaugh and Carol Day are volunteers who 
handle publicity towards many media and online 

resources each month.  We are also looking at forming 
partnerships with other performing arts organizations to share our 
publicity to their membership.  Russ Shaner produces posters for 
each concert, which Board members distribute on their Facebook 
pages. Several people have been taking the posters to senior 
and community centers and churches. You can help us by 
printing the poster and distributing it to places you visit or on 
Facebook.  One member suggested contributing to the 
membership goal by buying an extra membership and bringing in 
friends each month.  Encourage people to come to see what we 
present!   

If you have not seen YouTube channel, now is a great time to 
do so.  Being able to view previous RTOS concerts from your 
recliner in the middle of a snow storm is a real treat!  Bob Bower 
has just added the full Donnie Rankin concert from November if 
you were not able to attend—or want to see the concert again!  
You can also view theater organ concerts from other 
organizations, checking out artists who will be coming to us.   

Bob Bower has been working on fixing sound problems with 
recordings of the 2019/early 2020 concerts.  As he is able to fix 
them, the recordings will be added to the Library.  Members may 
borrow recordings of previous concerts in cassette (early years) 
or CD format.  Additionally, there are commercial theater organ 
CDs that can be borrowed. Check with Greg Spring in the Library 
to see what is available. 

Thank you to all who voted in our election. The results were 
reported at our Annual Meeting on December 5th.   We welcome 
our new Directors Christopher Haag and Brett Miller and look 
forward to utilizing their special skills and interests.   

 
            —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 
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January 21, 1967—January 21, 2022, Our 55th  
Anniversary of Concerts at the Auditorium Theatre 

  On January 21, 1967 at 
8:00pm, Don Scott ascended 
into the spotlight to inaugurate 
the new life of Wurlitzer Opus 
1951 in its new home, the 
Auditorium Theater.  There 
was a nearly full house of 
enthusiastic Rochesterians as 
they once again were thrilled to 
the sounds of the Palace’s 
Mighty Wurlitzer.   
  Through the work of many 
devoted theater organ 
enthusiasts, the organ was 
saved from the demolition of 
the RKO Palace and rehoused 
in the Auditorium Theater.  In 
1964, when it was known that 
the RKO Palace Theatre was 
going to close and be 
demolished, a core of those 
involved with the instrument 
chartered the Rochester 
Theatre Organ Society.  As 
part of the birth of the Society, 
a number of fundraising efforts 
were undertaken to purchase 

Recognizing Member Bequests & Donations 

  We want to recognize the wonderful financial gifts 
that RTOS received in the summer and fall of 2021 
from three members who sadly passed last year.  
Paul Law, Shirley Mason, and Staley N. Clarke Jr. 
all included RTOS in their wills or estate planning.  
These large gifts came at a very difficult time – the 
COVID pandemic forced closing of all concerts and 
programs.  Memberships have dropped – our major 
source of income, as well as no ticket sales.  These 
gifts provide us with more financial stability, the ability 
to pursue quality programming in the future, and pay 
for expensive repairs.  
  RTOS is also grateful for a new projector that was 
donated by Richard Neidich, which was seen in  
action beginning with the fall 2021 concerts (Nov. 
photo right).  We look forward to using the projector 
to enhance the theater organ concert experience! 

the Wurlitzer as well as 
relocate it to the Auditorium 
Theatre. The first 50 
members of the Society were 
identified as Charter 
Members.  Of the RTOS 
pioneers who made this 
possible, a few remain in the 
Rochester area, or remain 
active in RTOS: 
  Don Scott, who resided in 
the Rochester area before his 
passing, will be remembered 
by the Fort Hill Performing 
Arts Center who is dedicating 
their theater organ to him.  He 
was named an honorary 
member of RTOS in 1966. 
  Richard Neidich visits 
Rochester frequently and has 
served on the RTOS Board of 
Directors.  Along with Bob 
Bower, he maintains the 
RTOS website.  Richard 
recently donated a new video 
projector which greatly 
improved the size and quality  

of the video seen on screen.  
He was named an honorary 
member of RTOS in 2012. 
  Roger Wood can be found 
backstage at every concert, 
keeping things running 
smoothly and troubleshooting if 
any problems arise.  Roger 
has served on the Board of 
Directors, and plays a huge 
role in organ repair and 
maintenance.  He was named 
an honorary member of RTOS 
in 1979. 
  The Rochester Theater 
Organ Society has lovingly 
cared for and maintained the 
Grierson Mighty Wurlitzer 
since that performance and is 
recognized as one of the best 
theater organs in the country.  
We owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to the RTOS pioneers 
for their foresight and 
perseverance, allowing us to 
enjoy this wonderful organ 55 
years later. 
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RTOS EVENTS 

Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 

check out our website for latest information. 
 

Tim Schramm     Jan 9  2:30 PM 
Eastman Bunch      Feb 6  2:30 PM 
Jelani Eddington     Mar 13  2:30 PM 
Dave Wickerham     Apr 10  2:30 PM 
Nick Renkosik     May15  2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console  
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

                 
2022 dates were not available when this went to 
press.  Watch for an email notification or contact 
Martin Ippolito at (585) 266-6337. 

Christine Van Stean, President 
Bob Bower, Vice-President 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Christopher Haag, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
Andrew Magin, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director 
Brett Miller, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Director, Programs 
 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society     2021 Annual Funds Drive 
Suggested Donation Levels: 

 Sponsor Level Single Donation Sponsor Level Single Donation Sponsor Level Single Donation 
 President’s Circle   $500+          Benefactor      $100 - $249     Patron        $25 - $49 
 Guardian        $250 - $499      Sponsor       $50 - $99       Friend         $10 - $24 

 

Send completed form and your contribution to:                     Method of Payment: 
 RTOS c/o Ken Wilson - Secretary                           Check/Money order      Credit Card 
 11 Bly Street 
 Rochester, NY 14620                                    Amount of Contribution _________ 
 

                 Credit Card Number ______________________ Expiration Date ________ CSC _________ 
Make checks/money orders payable to: RTOS                             Mo/Yr  3 digit code on card back 

 

Please print legibly and include phone and/or email 
 

Name/s: 
 

Address: 
 

Email:                                       Phone: (      ) 
 

RTOS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 
100% of your contribution is tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the annual list of donors unless otherwise specified 

May your 2022 be filled with music! 

—from all of us at RTOS 


