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Nathan Avakian is a 
songwriter, film composer, and 
organist based in New York City. 
Known for his unique blending of 
virtual instrument technology with 
organ music, Nathan’s live 
performances satisfy varying 
musical tastes and pay tribute to 
the historical legacy of the organ. 

Nathan’s fascination with the 
pipe organ began at age four with 
a visit to the Portland Organ 
Grinder, a restaurant featuring live 
pop music played on a massive 
theatre organ with all of its 
mechanics exposed. At age 
eleven he began nine years of 
private organ studies with Donna 
Parker, and he was frequently 
coached by Jonas Nordwall. 

Since winning the American 
Theatre Organ Society Young 
Organist Competition in 2009, 
Nathan has provided pipe organ 
entertainment across the United 
States and internationally 
including performances in 
Australia and New Zealand (2011 
and 2017), Canada (2015), and 
Thailand (2018). He has released 
several albums featuring theatre 
and classical pipe organs as well 
as virtual orchestrations. From 
2011-2013 Nathan served as the 
Youth Representative on the 
American Theatre Organ Society 
Board of Directors managing 
programs that recognize and 
support the work of young organ 
students. 

 

Nathan Avakian 
with guest soloist 

Claire Avakian 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

 

RTOS Celebrates the Holidays with 
Nathan and Claire Avakian 

 As resident organist and 
composer for the International 
Youth Silent Film Festival, Nathan 
creates music that inspires young 
filmmakers around the world as 
they reinvent the art of silent film. 
He helped pioneer the festival’s 
expansion which includes 11 re-
gionals across the US, Australia, 
New Zealand, Hungary, Montene-
gro, and the United Arab Emirates. 

Nathan scores historic silent 
films for Thanhouser Company 
Film Preservation as well as con-
temporary films by various 
filmmakers. His music has recent-
ly been featured in web series in-
cluding Makers Who Inspire 
(Henry Thong) and The Creative 
Quarantine Sessions (Alex Whit-
tenberg). He has a growing collec-
tion of piano and organ composi-
tions to his credit including “At 
The Square,” commissioned to 
commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of the Jersey Journal publica-
tion in 2017. 

In 2020 Nathan and his sister 
Claire started a songwriting busi-
ness called Passing Notes, writing 
and producing personalized songs 
for customers and their loved 
ones. 

Nathan also works as a free-
lance theatrical lighting designer. 
In 2014 he received a B.F.A. de-
gree in lighting design from Pur-
chase College, State University of 
New York. For more information 
about Nathan’s music, visit 
www.avakianmusic.com. 

Please turn to page 3 to read 
Claire’s biography. 



 

 

A Letter from your President 

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help 
us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as 

your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music playing.  
If everyone drops  $1 into a donation box 
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost 
for the Blower & Concert Programs.  

Just $1 

 

Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

I’d like to thank the people who have volunteered their time and talent 
to RTOS this year.  It takes a lot of behind the scenes work to keep 
everything running smoothly.  I’d like to mention some of the duties the 
officers and Board members are responsible for.   

Bob Bower, Vice President, is responsible for our website in 
coordination with Richard Neidich.  In addition, he operates the camera 
during concerts, and “tapes” all the concerts.  He is in charge of our You 
Tube programing, and coordinates our Zoom ability.  Secretary Ken Wilson 
handles membership duties, donation activities, sends the email blasts and 
is now responsible for mailing the Blower and manning the membership 
table during concerts.  Treasurer Bob Hunter handles all fiscal 
responsibilities including paying bills and meeting all government reporting 
and taxes.   

Director Russ Shaner is our program chair.  He schedules and 
coordinates all activities relating to the artists, including hosting them while 
they are here.  He interacts with the Auditorium management to obtain 
dates for concerts, practice sessions, organ maintenance, and tuning.  
Russ’s outstanding computer skills are used as he creates the program 
and the posters.  Russ is also our Historian. 

Director Greg Spring is responsible for all Library activities.  Director 
Ken Veneron was treasurer and membership chair for many years. Ken 
was also responsible for mailing the Blower, and is just now turning that 
responsibility over to Ken Wilson.  Ted McWharf, also a Director and 
previously served as Vice President, has managed CD sales for many 
years and presently is our lighting technician during concerts. 

Previous Board members have continued to volunteer their time for 
many years.  Roger Wood has been involved with RTOS since its earliest 
days and was part of the original crew that moved the organ to the 
Auditorium in 1966.  Roger handles all kinds of repairs and maintains 
everything electrical associated with the organ.  He installed and maintains 
our audio recording system and can be found on alert back stage during 
concerts.  Kevin Scott handles repair and coordination activities for the 
Eisenhart Auditorium Organ.  

Laura Finger is our Blower Editor, doing her best to keep us on 
schedule for each issue which requires time for layout and copyediting.  
Jan and Tom Brewer. our long time chief ushers check membership cards, 
count attendees, and hand out programs.  

The organ is carefully maintained by a work crew that coordinates 
with David Peckham who tunes before each concert and handles major 
repair and maintenance of the organ.  

I’d also like to acknowledge the people who volunteered to help us 
keep people safer as we opened the season this fall.  Chris Haag and Beth 
Haag have been assisting people in the parking lot and at the west 
entrance, especially those needing wheelchairs.  Ushers assisting you in 
the aisles were John Lukes, Carol Zimberlin, Jack Kellogg, Joanna and Bill 
Ruffino, David and Geraldine Speck, Andrew Magin and Ted McWharf.  
Marie Bower and Gail McShane handle tickets.  Brett Miller, Geraldine 
Speck and Chris Haag sold CDs.  Bob Day has been assisting us with 
safety issues. 

Please note the date of our Annual Meeting.  It will be a virtual Zoom 
meeting again this year.  More information is on page 3.  Please join us. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Nathan and Claire Avakian 
holiday concert.  Wishing you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

            —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 
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Claire Avakian 
Biography 

Claire Avakian moved to 
NYC in 2015 to pursue a career in 
the performing arts.   Having 
grown up dancing and later 
finding a joy for singing, she 
decided to pursue musical theatre 
where she could do both.  Since 
moving to New York, Claire and 
her brother Nathan not only live 
together, but have been able to 
perform with each other around 
the northeast.   

In addition to her skills as a 
singer, Claire is gathering acting 
credits as a stage performer and 
as a dancer. 

When they were quarantined 
together in Queens, they started a 
small business writing custom 
songs for people.  Claire hopes to 
continue writing with Nathan as 
auditions in the city start picking 
up again.  Now let’s share some 
music together and continue 
looking out for each other! 

Wurlitzer Theatre Organs are 
wondrous instruments.  Due to 
their component nature, curators 
and technicians are forever 
adding to and improving them. 

Such is the case with the 
RTOS-Grierson organ.  Over the 
years we have judiciously added 
two more ranks of pipes, a piano, 
and some additional percussion 
instruments and effects.   

The organ was originally 
equipped with a Chrysoglott 
located in the main (audience left) 
chamber.  Its tuned metal bars 
are struck by piano type hammers 
to produce the often used 
beautiful bell-like tones.  

They were one of the most 
often included percussions in 
nearly all theatre organs.  An 
optional “upgrade” often found in 
the larger or more “deluxe” organs 
was the ability of the Chrysoglott 
to produce a vibraphone effect 
such as those often found in 
orchestras. Sadly, the RTOS 
organ did not include this option. 

Several years ago RTOS 
purchased a second Chrysoglott 
with the vibraphone capability to 
be installed in the audience right 
(solo) chamber.  Despite the 
seller’s insistence that it was in 
good condition, upon arrival it was 
determined that it would need to 
be completely refurbished.  RTOS 
workers rebuilt it prior to its 
installation and although it 
“worked okay”, it soon became 
apparent that our best well 
intentioned efforts had come up a 
bit short.  To the rescue came our 
tuner/consultant David Peckham 
who took it to his shop during the 
COVID shutdown, worked his 
magic and corrected all of our 
mistakes.  Donnie Rankin used it 
often during his November 
concert.  Listen for it at our 
concerts.  It’s beautiful!! 

The Board has continued to 
conduct our monthly meetings 
virtually on Zoom, and we will 
once again have our Annual 
Meeting, as required in our by-
laws, on Zoom on December 
5th at 2 pm.  

You will be able to access it 
through your phone, iPad, 
tablet, or computer.  An 
invitation code will be sent to 
you through our email blasts to 
members who have provided 
their email addresses.  Please 
make sure yours is up to date. If 
you cannot attend and wish to 
comment or provide information 
to the Board you can email me 
at: cvs250@gmail.com 

Annual Meeting 
December 5, at 2pm 

By Chris Van Stean 

Have You Noticed our 
Improved Vibraphone? 

By Russ Shaner 

Annual Funds Drive  
Continues 

  We are well on our way 
towards meeting our 2021 Fall 
Funds Drive goal of $10,000.00.  
Your contribution will be greatly 
appreciated.  Please note that 
there is a contribution form on 
page 4 of this Blower. 
  As a reminder, you can make 
a tax free donation as part of 
your RMD from a qualified 401K 
retirement account.   

Are You on our  
Email List? 

From Ken Wilson 

  We remind you once again 
that it is more important than 
ever that RTOS members and 
friends join our email list.  We 
use it sparingly, and we promise 
not to fill your inbox with anything 
approaching spam.  Joining is 
simple.  Just send a short email 
note to our Secretary Ken Wilson 
and request that he add you to 
the list.  Send your request to: 
ken.wilson213@gmail.com  

Nathan and Claire 
Together in Concert 

3 RTOS Blower 

Nathan will be making his 4th 
RTOS appearance.  One of the 
most innovative theatre organists 
of the current generation,  the title 
of his first CD, “Outside the Box” 
is an indicator of his skill to adapt 
the theatre organ to all genres 
and styles of music.   

Nathan has teamed up with 
Claire to entertain audiences in 
numerous venues and for several 
years have performed together 
during the holiday season at the 
Galleria Mall, Poughkeepsie, NY.   

They promise to put everyone 
in a Christmas holiday mood with 
seasonal music, some performed 
solo on the organ and some fea-
turing the organ accompanied by 
the vocal stylings of Claire. 
A special treat will be Nathan ac-
companying several short films 
he scored for the International 
Youth Silent Film Festivals. 



 

 

 

AN UPCOMING LOCAL EVENT OF INTEREST 
FEATURING TIM SCHRAMM 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

Nathan  & Claire Avakian 
Dec 19     2:30 PM  

Brett Valliant     Jan 9  2:30 PM 
Eastman Bunch      Feb 6  2:30 PM 
Jelani Eddington     Mar 13  2:30 PM 
Dave Wickerham     Apr 10  2:30 PM 
Nick Renkosik     May15  2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Dec 5 
2022 dates were not available when this went to 
press.  Watch for an email notification or contact 
Martin Ippolito at (585) 266-6337. 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society     2021 Annual Funds Drive 
Suggested Donation Levels: 

 Sponsor Level Single Donation Sponsor Level Single Donation Sponsor Level Single Donation 
 President’s Circle   $500+          Benefactor      $100 - $249     Patron        $25 - $49 
 Guardian        $250 - $499      Sponsor       $50 - $99       Friend         $10 - $24 

 

Send completed form and your contribution to:                     Method of Payment: 
 RTOS c/o Ken Wilson - Secretary                           Check/Money order      Credit Card 
 11 Bly Street 
 Rochester, NY 14620                                    Amount of Contribution _________ 
 

                 Credit Card Number ______________________ Expiration Date ________ CSC _________ 
Make checks/money orders payable to: RTOS                             Mo/Yr  3 digit code on card back 

 

Please print legibly and include phone and/or email 
 

Name/s: 
 

Address: 
 

Email:                                       Phone: (      ) 
 

RTOS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 
100% of your contribution is tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the annual list of donors unless otherwise specified 

Christine Van Stean, President 
Bob Bower, Vice-President 

Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 

David Higgs, Director 
Andrew Magin, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 

Russ Shaner, Director, Programs 
Ken Veneron, Director 


