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  Donnie Rankin was born  
in Ravenna, OH and was 
immediately immersed in  
music. After hearing his great-
grandfather Don Sr. play the 
electronic organ at home, 
Donnie first took an interest in 
the theatre organ at the age of  
3 when he heard the sounds of 
the Wurlitzer at the Civic 
Theatre in Akron, OH.  
  After building a musical 
foundation in the school band, at 
age 12 Donnie’s family acquired 
their own organ and he began 
taking formal lessons. Classical 
piano training followed at age 
16, and his budding talent 
quickly blossomed into first rate 
musicianship. 
  Donnie has won several 
competitions and awards, 
including the American Theatre 
Organ Society's (ATOS) Young 
Theatre Organist Competition 
when he was 18. After his win in 
2007, Donnie began a 5-year 
journey studying with noted 
organist Jelani Eddington.  
  In the course of his career, 
Donnie has performed for a 
number of ATOS annual 
conventions, and has played for 
theatre organ audiences around 

 

Donnie Rankin 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, November 14, 2021 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

His work as an organist and 
percussionist have been 
broadcast on countless stations, 
including NPR and BBC 2. 
  Donnie resides in Ravenna, 
OH where he runs a piano 
studio outside of his normal 
working hours. He remains  
on call as an organist at 
Cleveland’s Playhouse Square, 
and the Akron Civic Theatre. 
  This will be Donnie’s third 
RTOS appearance after having 
previously played here in 2008 
and 2014. 

 

Donnie Rankin Returns to RTOS With 

“Musical Gems from Across America” 

the world, including appearanc-
es in Canada, Australia, and 
New Zealand. In addition to 
performances, Donnie has pre-
sented playing clinics as part of 
the ATOS Summer Youth Ad-
venture and at Indiana Univer-
sity Jacob’s School of Music.   

  The RTOS Annual Meeting, as 
required in our by-laws, will take 
place on Zoom on December 5th 
at 2 pm.  You will be able to ac-
cess it through your phone, iPad, 
tablet, or computer.  An invitation 
code will be sent to you through 
our email blasts to members who 
have provided their email ad-
dresses.  Please make sure yours 
is up to date. If you cannot attend 
and wish to comment or provide 
information to the Board you can 
email Chris Van Stean at 
cvs250@gmail.com 

 

Notice!  COVID-19 Protocols: 
The Auditorium Theatre requires all patrons 12 and up to show proof of vaccination. 

Accepted proof of vaccination:  
• Original or Digital copy/photo/photocopy of your vaccination card or  

• NY State Excelsior Pass or Digital Vaccination Card provided by your home-state Health Dept.  

• Children aged 11 and under must be accompanied by a vaccinated adult. 
 **Proof of vaccination must be presented with a Photo ID**  

All patrons will be required to wear masks. 

RTOS annual meeting will 
again be virtual Photo by R. Neidich 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St.  

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.Wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

  It was great to see everyone at the “Phantom of the 
Opera” concert.  Everything went smoothly, with the help 
of a dozen member volunteers who welcomed people 
back, directed them in the parking lot to the west side 
door, opened the door for attendees, and helped them 
seat safely in the Auditorium.  It was a celebration to 
return.  Many people thanked me for our “safe” return 
plan and all our work.  We appreciated those kind words. 

  We dedicated the concert to the memory of Paul Law, 
our past president.  Paul left us a generous bequest.  We are going to 
meet with David Higgs, Chair of the Eastman School Organ 
Department, to discuss an award or scholarship for an Eastman 
student interested in theatre organ.  This will be a great addition toward 
our mission and goal of supporting and providing education in theatre 
organ and supporting the learning objectives of the Eastman School. 

Bob Bower and Russ Shaner have been working on improving the 
quality of our video projection. Using a better projector, donated by 
Richard Neidich, and moving the screen forward, they produced a 
much larger and better-quality picture for the showing of the Phantom. 

Russ Shaner has been able to schedule concerts through May.  
We welcome back many old favorites, and a new artist to us – Nick 
Renkosik.  I’ve enjoyed dozens of concerts on You Tube in our time 
away, “attending” the concerts while quilting!  Many of these artists 
have great concerts you can view online before they arrive here. 

Our goal this year is to increase membership. You could help us by 
going to our website (rtosonline.org) and printing and distributing our 
poster to friends and organizations you participate in.  You could also 
share the poster on Facebook.  We have been posting on numerous 
online sites. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Donnie Rankin concert. 

              Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 

Visit the RTOS website. 
Find us at: 

www.rtosonline.org  

Election Summary 
This year's election is for all four officers plus three Directors for two-year terms ending December 31, 2023.   
Chris Van Stean for President, Bob Bower for Vice-President, Robert Hunter for Treasurer, and Ken Wilson 
for Secretary.  Chris Haag, Ted McWharf and Brett Miller are running as Directors for two-year terms.  David 
Higgs, Andrew Magin, and Greg Spring will serve the second year of their current two-year terms.   

Voting Eligibility 
All Regular 2020 - 2021 and Honorary Members are asked to vote on the Official Ballots that are mailed with 
your copy of the Blower. New 2022 Regular members and all Associate Members will receive blank or voided 
ballots since they are ineligible to vote in this year's election. (Postal regulations that require equal weight for 
all individual mailings is the reason for dummy ballots for members ineligible to vote). 
 

If you are eligible to vote, please refer to the ballot for further instructions. Details are on the ballot. Write-in(s) 
are acceptable and space is provided on the ballot for this purpose. 

Voting Procedures 
Ballots must be received by the Election Tellers before 10:00PM on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021 to be valid. A 
ballot box will be available in the Auditorium Theatre lobby during the Sunday, Nov. 14th concert, or you may 
mail ballots directly to the Election Teller Gary Brumbaugh, 72 Crowne Pointe Drive, Penfield, NY 14526. 

We urge all eligible members to cast their ballots for the candidates of their choice. 
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For President - Christine Van Stean 
Chris has appreciated the music of RTOS for many years. A University of Rochester graduate and retir-
ee, she worked in human resources for over 20 years in organization development, staff development, 
employee relations and recruitment. She enjoys organizing activities. She has served RTOS as Director, 
Secretary, and ATOS convention committee member. 
STATEMENT: I would like to continue to use my organizational skills to guide the Board and RTOS in 
setting and meeting its goals. My goals include enhancing the infrastructure of the organization, increas-
ing publicity, fundraising, and membership. 

For Secretary - Ken Wilson 
Ken has been an enthusiast of pipe organ music for over 3 years now.  Ken is currently serving as Sec-
retary, his second term as a member of the  RTOS Board.  After experiencing his first concert just over 3 
years ago, Ken has decided that this genre of music should be preserved at all cost. He also appreciates 
the beauty of the music produced by these incredibly complex instruments. His hobbies include tennis, 
home improvement projects, and baking. 
STATEMENT:  I want to help increase membership in RTOS and strive to enhance the overall visibility of 
the magnificent theatre organ we have here.  I will do whatever I can to preserve the legacy of RTOS for 
current and future enthusiasts in our community. 

For Vice President - Bob Bower 
Bob has been Vice President, RTOS director, AV guy, YouTube manager, and on the website team. 
Bob returned to RTOS 10 years ago after a long absence of attending concerts in the late 70's and early 
80's. Organ technology has always been a passion of Bob's and he currently has a growing pipe organ 
in his house. Bob is active in the Boy Scouts of America and works to generate pipe organ interest with 
younger people. 
STATEMENT: My desire is to help the organization via program and promotion to attract a larger and 
more diverse audience and membership.  

For Director - Ted McWharf 
“As a longtime member of RTOS, Ted currently manages the CD and DVD sales table as well as lobby 
setup, video assistance, and photography at our concerts.  He is retired from a career in TV broadcasting 
management and operations.  He currently enjoys his home, RPO, RBTL, amusement parks, exercise, 
travel, and dining out.  He was the transportation manager for our 2019 ATOS convention.  
STATEMENT: Membership in RTOS is an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  As a Director, I look 
forward to improving our great organization and keep theatre organ playing for many years to come.” 

For Treasurer - Robert Hunter 
Robert has been a member of RTOS since the mid 80’s and always wanted to get more involved.  He 
taught electronics at MCC for 38 years and enjoys volunteering.  He previously served another organiza-
tion as treasurer from 2005 to 2012 where he became proficient with book-keeping methods and soft-
ware.  He helped that group apply for incorporation and a 501(c)3 status.  Bob was appointed to succeed 
Ken Veneron as Treasurer in 2018 and is doing an excellent job.   
STATEMENT:  Having completed my first term as treasurer, I look forward to board meetings.  The 
board members are a great group and I enjoy working with them and helping to perpetuate RTOS.  

For Director - Christopher Haag 
Chris has been an RTOS member since 2003 and was a bus captain for the 2019 ATOS Convention.  
His appreciation for organ music started with his Dad’s “Ken Griffin at the Organ” records.  Chris has 40+ 
years of hands-on experience working in the electronics industry.  He has been a Scout and Youth-group 
leader.  At home he nonstop repairs everything, works a home orchard, and performs lifesaving repairs 
to the historic 1892 Adams Basin United Methodist Church including the all-original 1940’s Hammond CV 
tube type organ. 
STATEMENT: I want to continue the work started by the team that rescued the Wurlitzer theatre organ 
before the iconic RKO Palace was demolished in 1964.   

For Director - Brett Miller 
Brett Miller is an active silent film accompanist and organist and has been performing around the country 
for the past several years. Brett joined RTOS in 2020 and was featured in their  virtual Christmas program 
as well as “Virtually Yours” a concert celebrating the RTOS Wurlitzer and the RBTL Auditorium Thea-
tre. He is currently studying at the Eastman School of Music to pursue a BM in Music Education and ex-
cited to be a part of the RTOS community.  
STATEMENT: I feel honored to be asked to join the RTOS board as a director and I am anxious to work 
with and contribute to the continuing success of this fine, historic organization 



 

 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, type: 
smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as 

your charity.   

Just $1 

Do you use Facebook? 
Help us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
 Facebook page. 

David Peckham and the Phantom Welcomed us Back 
Photos by Ted McWharf 

  Have you renewed for 2022?  
You can use the card sent in the 
October Blower or renew online at: 
rtosonline.org 

 Help RTOS keep the music 
playing.  If everyone drops  $1 into 
a donation box at each concert it 
will pay the yearly cost for our pub-
lications. 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  
Please check out our website for latest 

information. 
 

Donnie Rankin Nov 14   2:30 PM 
Nathan Avakian Dec 19   2:30 PM 
Brett Valliant Jan  16   2:30 PM 
Eastman Bunch   Feb   6   2:30 PM 
Jelani Eddington Mar 13   2:30 PM 
Dave Wickerham Apr 10   2:30 PM 
Nick Renkosik May 15   2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & 

Goodman St. 
 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

          Dec 5 

“Open Console” is when members 
are given a time slot to play one of 
the Society’s theater pipe organs. 
Come to play, or enjoy the music.  

RTOS email list 

  Have you signed up for the RTOS 
Email list?  It enables us to get the 
latest information about your Society 
to you as quickly and effectively as 
possible.  If your current email is not 
yet on our list, we urge you to contact 
Ken Wilson at ken.wilson213@ 
gmail.com 

Left: David confers with RTOS  
audio/video engineer Bob Bower 

Time to Renew! 


