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honored to be named “Organist 
of the Year” by them in 2016.    
 He has also created scores for 
several silent films, a skill that 
will be front and center as he 
accompanies today’s silent film. 
  David has served as organist 
and choir director at the First 
United Methodist Church in 
Horseheads, NY since 1985. He 
has also been organ curator and 
resident organist at the Clemens 
Performing Arts Center in 
Elmira, NY for many years.            
  David is the father of three 
grown children.  He resides with 
his wife Cathy in Horseheads in 
a renovated farm house to 
which they recently added a 
large addition to house their 
collection of musical instruments 
along with his own long-planned 
home theatre pipe organ.   

  David Peckham has been 
performing as a theatre and 
concert organist for more than 
40 years.  He has been 
entertaining RTOS audiences 
since 1974 when he played at 
our 10th Anniversary Gala at 
age 13.  This will mark his 15th 
appearance for the RTOS.   
  David was raised in a 
musical family in Breesport, NY  
and “was going to concerts, 
apparently, before I was born.”  
David began studying piano at 
age 8, then classical organ as a 
high school student.  He went 
on to graduate from the 
University of Rochester where 
he studied liberal arts and organ 
with David Craighead at the 
Eastman School of Music.  
Upon graduation, he returned 
home to join his family’s pipe 
organ service business and 
currently cares for over 50 
instruments in New York State 
and northern Pennsylvania.  
  David has performed on 
nearly every major theatre 
organ in the USA as well as  
tours of Australia, Canada, and 
the United Kingdom.  He has 
played for several conventions 
of the American Theatre Organ  
Society (ATOS), and was  

 

David Peckham 
Accompanying  

The 1925 silent classic 

Auditorium Theatre  
885 E. Main St. 

Sunday, October 17, 2021 
 2:30 PM 

(Doors open 45 min early) 

 

David Peckham 
Opens Our 2021-2022 Season 

This concert is 
FREE ADMISSION 

for EVERYONE! 
Tell your friends and neighbors. 

Library News 
by Greg Spring 

The Library will be set up in 
the Auditorium Theatre for the 
October concert!  There is lots 
of theater organ music to enjoy.  
Stop by before and after the 
concert, or during intermission—
we can’t wait to see  you and 
catch up again!  

 

Notice!  COVID-19 Protocols: 
All patrons 12 and up will be required to show proof of vaccination. 

Accepted proof of vaccination:  
• Original or Digital copy/photo/photocopy of your vaccination card or  

• NY State Excelsior Pass or Digital Vaccination Card provided by your home-state Health Dept.  

• Children aged 11 and under must be accompanied by a vaccinated adult. 
 **Proof of vaccination must be presented with a Photo ID**  

All patrons will be required to wear masks. 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 
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Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

  The RTOS Board is planning a safe and welcoming 
return to the Auditorium Theater.  We look forward to 
seeing all of you!  It has been way too long that we have 
only been able to watch concerts on YouTube!  We are 
pleased to be able to present David Peckham with the 
silent movie Phantom of the Opera as our opening 
concert.  In memoriam, we dedicate this concert to Paul 
Law, our Past President, who recently passed.  He was a 
great fan of silent movies.   

  As we all know, COVID guidelines are changing frequently.  Just as 
this Blower was going to press we were informed that the Auditorium 
Theater Management is requiring proof of vaccination and masks for 
everyone while they are in the building, and safe distancing while you 
are entering, exiting and waiting in line!  We will provide extra ushers to 
assist people.  To help us keep a safe environment please: 

• Bring proof of vaccination. You will be required to show it for entry. 
• Bring a valid Photo ID 
• Wear a mask – properly placed! 
• Safely distance apart when in line at the tables.  
• Spread out!  Take seats in the balconies – the best sound can be 

heard in the balconies (Really!) 
• Send in your membership renewal by mail – no need to wait in line. 
• Review the songs on the CDs being sold on the information 

provided before going to the table to purchase the CDs. 
  We need volunteers!  Your Board members are actively participating 
in a number of duties before, during and after the concerts.  We need 
assistance in selling CDs, selling tickets at the box office, selling 
memberships, and as ushers. Ushers, box office volunteers and 
membership table volunteers need to arrive by 1:45 pm in order to open 
the doors.  Ushers will welcome people, hand out materials, and assist 
with spacing and seating. Box office volunteers will greet new people 
and explain the options of buying tickets, children and students with ID 
free, and the advantages of membership.  Please email me if you are 
interested in assisting us! 
  The Board has been actively working during our break from live 
concerts.  Our website has been updated.  We have purchased and 
updated our equipment to offer videos of our concerts on YouTube, and 
plan to continue to offer the concerts in a delayed format. I have been 
busy writing grant applications all summer, and am happy to announce 
that we have received a grant from the Jumpstart Program from Monroe 
County.  This grant helps us recover from lost revenue from a lost year 
of membership and box office sales. Treasurer Bob Hunter and Vice 
President Bob Bower provided documentation in support of the grant 
applications. 

If you are looking for a long-lasting gift for someone, considering 
buying an RTOS membership for a gift - this is a great time to do it.  If 
you give it now (early holiday present?) the recipient could get the fall 
concerts as well as all 8 concerts next year.  That’s 11 concerts for two 
people!  Or, buy a second membership and bring two people with you to 
the concert each time.  A great way to introduce your friends to RTOS!  
It will help us as we work toward our goal of increasing membership, 

              Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 

Visit the RTOS website at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help us 
publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, type 
smile.amazon.com in your web 
browser and enter “Rochester Theater 
Organ Society” as your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  If everyone drops $1 into a do-
nation box at each concert it will pay 
the yearly cost for our publications. 

Just $1 
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COAA Olcott Beach Rally, July 24-25 
Photography by Laura Finger 

  Paul was born September 
19, 1934 in Lowell, MA and 
passed on September 1, 2021. 
He is predeceased by his wife 
of almost 30 years, Inez Kren 
Law; parents, Arthur Law and 
Gertrude (Munroe) (Law) 
Haavie; brother, Douglas Law. 
Paul is survived by his children, 
Keith (Liz) Law, Brenda Tea, 
Scott (Andrea) Law, Mark 
(Mary) Law, Michael (Janet) 
Kucharski, Timothy (Carolyn) 
Kucharski; 20 grandchildren; 1 
great-grandson; many nieces 
and nephews. 
  Paul graduated from Lowell 
High School and continued his 
studies at the University of 
Massachusetts at Lowell (BS 
Chemistry), Michigan State 
University (PhD Chemistry), 
and Florida State University. He 
retired after over 30 years at 
Kodak and then worked for 3 
years at Consolidated Film 
Industries in Hollywood, CA. 
Paul was a Rochester Rotarian 
since 1998 and a First Unitarian 
Church member. 
  With RTOS, Paul served  
on the Board as Director and  
President.  He also worked  
on the maintenance of our 
Wurlitzers.  He was also curator 
of the Steere organ at St. 
Michael Church for 20 years. 
  A celebration of life was held 
on September 11 at the First 
Unitarian Church, followed by 
private interment at Buffalo’s 
Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 
Contributions to RTOS in  
his memory are gratefully 
appreciated and may be sent  
to Rochester Theater Organ 
Society, 11 Bly St, Rochester, 
NY 14620.  

In Memoriam:  
Paul Law 

As advertised in 
the summer issue 
of the Blower...it 
was a great day 
for a road trip!  
Enjoyed cheerful 
music and rides in 
the kiddie park.  
Special thanks to 
COAA members 
who were brave 
enough to let my 
sons Michael (6) 
and Daniel (3) 
have a turn! 
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Christine Van Stean, President 
Bob Bower, Vice-President 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
David Higgs, Director 
Andrew Magin, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Director, Programs 
Ken Veneron, Director, Mailing 

RTOS email list 

  Have you signed up for the 
RTOS Email list?  It enables us to 
get the latest information about 
your Society to you as quickly and 
effectively as possible.  If your 
current email is not yet on our list, 
we urge you to contact Ken Wilson 
at ken.wilson213@gmail.com 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to 
change.  Please check out our web-

site for latest information. 
 

 David Peckham Oct 17  2:30 PM 
 Donnie Rankin Nov 14   2:30 PM 
 Nathan Avakian Dec 19   2:30 PM 

2022 
Brett Valliant Jan  16  2:30 PM 
Eastman Bunch XIV  Feb   6   2:30 PM 
Jelani Eddington Mar 13   2:30 PM 
Dave Wickerham APR 10   2:30 PM 
Nick Renkosik May 15   2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science 
Center  

Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & 
Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

       Oct 10   Dec 5 

“Open Console” is when members 
are given a time slot to play one of 
the Society’s theater pipe organs. 

Paul was a devoted 
member of RTOS, first joining 
in the 1960s.  He was elected 
to our Board of Directors in 
2009, and then in 2017 Paul 
succeeded me as President, 
passing the gavel to Chris Van 
Stean in 2021.   

Working with Paul on the 
Board was always a pleasure. 
He listened with an open mind 
to try new and innovative ways 
to promote theatre organ and 
RTOS.  He always listened to 
suggestions from his fellow 
board members, and in his 
quiet and laidback manner 
was always supportive of our 
ideas and concepts.  And yet, 
if he felt strongly about 
something, he never hesitated 
to say so. 

Early on, Paul “adopted” 
the Eastman Bunch, and for 
many years was our interface 
with the school.  He spent 
countless hours “organ sitting” 
the practice sessions!  

 In 2019, Paul and I were  
co-chairs for the ATOS  

Reflections on Paul and RTOS 
 by Russ Shaner 

Convention, and along with our 
dedicated committee and 
volunteers, produced the most 
successful ATOS Convention in 
recent history.  Paul was a 
spark plug during the 3 years of 
planning and preparations.   

In 2017, Paul and I, along 
with three other RTOS 
members, purchased a small 
Wurlitzer.  Paul organized a 
work party and moved the 
instrument from Providence, RI 
to Rochester and into the 
basement of his townhouse 
where it remained until this 
summer.  We donated the 
organ to Canandaigua’s new 
Fort Hill Performing Arts Center 
where it will be installed in the 
Sands Family Foundation 
Theatre.   

These are only a few 
highlights of the many 
contributions of time, energy, 
and wisdom that Paul has given 
to theatre organ.  He was a true 
enthusiast and a wonderful 
friend.  I am deeply saddened 
by his passing. 


