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Presenting Scott Smith in his
debut RTOS Performance

Scott Smith is a life-long resi-
dent of Lansing, Michigan. He is
the owner of Scott Smith Pipe Or-
gans, LLC, a full-service pipe organ
business that services and restores
both theatre and church/classical

pipe organs. He has worked exten- £

sively in the field of pipe organ
maintenance and restoration since
high school, when he joined the
volunteer crew that restored and
maintained the Barton organ in
Lansing’s Michigan Theatre. In the
years since, Smith has worked with
various organ professionals both
locally and nationally. His firm of-
fers restoration, consultation and
installation services, in addition to
tuning, maintenance and cleaning.
Scott has performed concerts
and accompanied silent films
across the country, but this is his
first-ever concert for RTOS. He first
performed regularly at the Michigan
Theatre in Lansing as its last staff
organist, from 1972 to 1980. When
the organ’s new home was secured
as the Grand Ledge Opera House
in Grand Ledge, Michigan, he was
responsible for the organ’s redes-
ign and oversaw its installation and
tonal refinement, where he has
been House Organist since 1995.
Each year around the holidays,
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Scott Smith

Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St

Sunday, February 15, 2015
2:30 PM

(Doors open 45 min early)

Scott entertains shoppers on the
2/6 Barton organ at the Mole
Hole of Marshall, Michigan,

where he has now played for 25

years. Smith is also a recording
artist, with recordings produced
at the Michigan Theatre (Lan-

sing), The Mole Hole (Marshall)
and Century Il Convention Cen-

ter (Wichita, KS).

Currently, another recording is in
the works.

Beginning while still in his
teens, Smith has become known as
an author of numerous articles re-
lating to the theatre organ, pub-
lished both in the Journal of the
American Theatre Organ Society,
and the former Console magazine.
One of his articles, initially written
for the Journal when he was only
eighteen, was selected for publica-
tion in the A.T.O.S. technical guide
book, “Theatre Organ Shop Notes,”
first published in 1988. In 2002,
Smith was awarded the Simonton
Literary Award by the A.T.O.S. for
his article, “The Butterfield Spe-
cials.” He has also been published
in The Diapason, The American
Organist and the Journal of the
American Institute of Organbuilders.

Scott has also lectured on a
wide range of topics at conventions
of the American Theatre Organ So-
ciety, the American Institute of Or-
ganbuilders, and to local chapters
of the American Guild of Organists.

Currently, he is in the process
of researching a book about the
organ division of the famed W.W.
Kimball Company, which produced
quality pipe organs in the United
States from 1896 to 1942.
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A LETTER FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Happy New Year to all.

We tried something to increase the attendance at
the 2014 Annual Meeting. In the past several years,
this meeting was held in the Eisenhart Auditorium fol-
lowing the December Open Console. Attendance was
sparse with more Board members in attendance than
members in the audience. This year we held the meet-
ing immediately before our regular concert at the Audi-
torium and had a good sized crowd. All business was completed in 20
minutes. Full reports are posted on our website www.rtosonline.org. |
received several favorable comments regarding this change and if you
have thoughts about it, please let us know.

Donna Parker treated us to a holiday themed program. Her use
of the tuned percussions was a special treat. Only later did | learn that
her slightly restrained sound was due to an undetected electrical prob-
lem that had prevented the Main (left side) set of swell shutters from
opening. These are some of the surprises in a live performance.

Russ Shaner and | attended the RBTL performance of Cinderella
recently. Russ struck up a conversation with the folks next to us and
mentioned that we were RTOS members and that the Auditorium
housed a large Wurlitzer pipe organ. They were amazed as they had
never heard of this. This emphasizes the need for all members to “talk
it up”. Tell people about Rochester’s best kept musical secret. Our
future depends on the public being aware that we are here and have
regular concerts.

Traditionally February has been the month for our annual per-
formance by “The Eastman Bunch”. This year, due to a conflict with
the Eastman School schedule they will play for us in March. Be sure to
put February 15th on your schedule for a concert featuring the RTOS
debut of Scott Smith. See you there.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
by Ken Veneron

Paul Law
RTOS BOARD NAMES ANNUAL MEETING
NEW SECRETARY AND RESULTS

DIRECTOR

The 2014 annual meeting of

At its January 6, 2015 meet-
ing the RTOS Board of Directors,
Chris Van Stean was appointed to
the position of secretary to re-
place David Kniese who has re-
signed the position. In a further
action, Rick McCutchan was
named to the board to fill the va-
cancy left by Chris’s move to Sec-
retary. Rick has been very active
on the 4/23 work crew and will
bring great insight to the board.
Congratulations to Chris and Rick.

the Rochester Theater Organ So-
ciety, Inc was held in the Audito-
rium Theatre on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7th, 2014. President Paul law
presided. Reports that were
heard included financial status,
programming, maintenance status
of both the 4/23 and 3/12 Wurlit-
zers among others.

Election results: David
Higgs, Richard Neidich and Greg
Spring ran unopposed and were
re-elected to Director positions.



RTOS Blower 3

REMEMBERING
LAUREN PECKHAM
1935-2014

We report the unexpected
passing of RTOS honorary mem-
ber Lauren Peckham age 78, of
Breesport, a suburb of Elmira, died
at home on December 19th, 2014.

Lauren, along with his son
David, own and operate L. A.
Peckham and Son Pipe Organ Ser-
vice Co. operating since 1971. To-
gether, at one time, they main-
tained over 100 pipe organs in
western New York and north cen-
tral Pennsylvania. He was a long-
time member and past president of
the Antique Wireless Association
(AWA) and of the Automatic Musi-
cal Instrument Collectors Associa-
tion (AMICA), and was instrumental
in refurbishing the original theatre
pipe organ in the Elmira Theater in
the 1960s. The instrument, with its
console heavily water damaged by
a 1941 flood was otherwise mostly
intact. By 1963 it began to be play-
able. The console was flooded
again in 1972. Again, with the as-
sistance of others including his son
David, Lauren saw to the instru-
ment’s rebirth, expansion and en-
hancement to become a center-
piece of Elmira’s beautifully refur-
bished Clemens Center.

An RTOS member since the
1960s Lauren was recently named
an Honorary Member in recognition
of his many years of support to
RTOS and his many efforts to re-
pair and preserve theater organs in
western New York State.

Predeceased by his wife of 46
years, Joyce Peckham in 2004.
Lauren is survived by his wife, Julia
Peckham; sons, David (Cathy)
Peckham of Horseheads, NY, Kent
(Christine) Peckham of Statesville,
NC, four grandchildren and a
Brother, Darrell Peckham of
Weedsport, NY.

RTOS RECEIVES PRESIDENTIAL HONORS
To COMMEMORATE ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Owing to the outreach of Head Librarian and RTOS Director Greg
Spring to U.S. Congresswoman Louise Slaughter last fall, for our 50th
Anniversary RTOS was honored to receive a congratulatory letter from
Ms. Slaughter. Soon afterwards we received a letter from the White
House in Washington DC bringing personal greetings from President
Barack Obama and bearing his hand-signed signature along with a
signed photograph of the President and a commemorative United
States flag certified to have been flown over the U.S. Capitol building.
Our sincere thanks to Greg, Ms. Slaughter and to President Obama for
helping to make our 50th Anniversary even more special.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 10, 2014

I am pleased to join in celebrating your 50th anniversary.

In America, history is not only made by presidents and generals.
Change often comes when caring and engaged individuals join
together to build a brighter, stronger future for themselves and for
the generations to come.

For years, you have carried forward a proud tradition. By daring
to imagine the world as it could be and working tirelessly to realize
that vision, you are helping America reach a better tomorrow.

Congratulations on your anniversary. As you reflect on your years
of service to your community, I hope you take pride in what you
have achieved. I wish you all the best for the years ahead.

APRIL 12TH Bus TRIP TO CLEMENS
CENTER

Plans are being made for a bus trip
to Elmira to hear David Peckham at the
4/26 M&C Theatre Organ at the refur-
bished Clemens Center theatre.

Full details will be available at the
February concert. We must have 31 (or
47) passengers sign up to make the trip
possible. The trip will include dinner at a
restaurant following the concert. The
projected (ballpark) price is $80.00 per
person.

CHECK OUT THE
RTOS
WEBSITE!

Be sure to visit RTOS
on the web at:
www.rtosonline.org or

by using the barcode
reader app on your tab-
let or
smart- E
phoneto =

scan this
QR sym-

bol. E
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RTOS EVENTS

Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change

Open Console ONLY Jan 11 11AM-4PM
Scott Smith Feb 15 2:30PM
Eastman Bunch Mar 8 2:30PM
NO CONCERT Apr

Scott Harrison May 10 2:30PM
Ron Rhode Jun 14 2:30PM

Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM

Feb 22 May 17 Aug 16
March 29 June 21 Sept 27
April 26 July 19 Oct 18

“Open Console” is when members are given a time slot to
play one of the Society’s theater pipe organs. Come to play,
or enjoy the sound.

67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.

(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580

Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA

Clark Wilson w/Silent Film - Mon., April 13, 8:00 PM - $20

236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. Info/

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society
Scott Harrison - Wed., May 6, 7:30 PM ($10)

Info: www.rivieratheatre.org/organ.html

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum
Scott Harrison - Sunday, May 17, 2:30 PM ($15.00)

http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm

Kingston Theatre Organ Society
Clark Wilson - Friday, April 10, 7:30 PM - $25, $20 , $8

Limited seating. Info/ticketing: http://www.ktos.ca/index.html

Toronto Theatre Organ Society
Pierre Francalanza- Mon., March 9, 8:00PM - $20

Concerts at: Casa Loma, 1 Austin Terrace, Toronto ON, CA
Box Office (416) 492-6262 email: box-office@ttos.ca
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society
Jim Ford - “King of Kings” (Silent), March 29, 2:00 PM

ticketing: http://www.binghamtontos.org/

Invite your friends to attend this month's concert b

them one of the discount coupons below:

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert

at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY
Sunday, February 15 @ 2:30PM

Scott Smith

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ
Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society

$10 admission with this coupon (regularly $15)
(Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)

Name:
Address:
Email:

THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID!

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert

at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY
Sunday, February 15 @ 2:30PM

Scott Smith

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ
Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society

$10 admission with this coupon (regularly $15)
(Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)
Name:
Address:
Email:

THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID!




