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Jonathan Ortloff Opens
Our 50th Anniversary Season

An organ builder, scholar
and classical and theatre or-
ganist, Jonathan Ortloff holds
degrees from the Eastman
School of Music and the Uni-
versity of Rochester in organ
performance and interdiscipli-
nary engineering. While at
Eastman, he was a student of
David Higgs and studied im-
provisation under William Por-
ter.

Jonathan is the founder and
president of Ortloff Organ
Company, LLC, Boston-based

organ builders and restorers.
He apprenticed under organ
builder and pipe maker

Jonathan Ortloff

Auditorium Theatre

Stephen Russell, and subse- 885 E. Main St
quently worked for Spencer Or- Sunday, September 14
gan Co. of Waltham, MA. He 2:30 PM

(Doors open 45 min early)

has previously worked for C.B.
Fisk, Paul Fritts & Company,

and Jonathan Ambrosino. Competition. He has been a
As a performer, Jonathan featured performer at national
has excelled as a young thea- conventions of ATOS, the Or-
tre organist, winning the Ameri- gan Historical Society, and
can Theatre Organ Society’s the American Guild of Organ-
2008 Young Theatre Organist ists. He has two recordings

to his credit: Clang Clang
Clang recorded in 2009, and
Roll Out the Big Guns, re-
corded live in 2010. Both fea-
ture drummer Allan Ward.

Jonathan’s scholarly inter-
ests, mainly in the fields of or-
gan history and preservation,
have led to publication in The
American Organist, Theatre
Organ, The Diapason, and The
Tracker. He currently serves
on the Organ Historical Soci-
ety’s Publications Governing
Board.

A graduate of Phillips Exeter
Academy, Jonathan makes his
home in Boston, spending his
free time skiing, hiking, or pad-
dling the mountains and
streams of New England.

We at RTOS are glad to
have Jonathan back to perform
for us again, as we enjoyed
watching him develop his tal-
ents during his university days
here in Rochester. You can
visit his personal website at
www.jonathanortloff.com.
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| hope you all had a pleasant, albeit wet, summer.
Several of us went to the ATOS National Convention in
Indianapolis. It was my first ATOS event so | was not
certain what to expect.

The first thing to give a favorable impression was
the luxurious Hyatt Regency Hotel which was the head-
quarters for the week. However, all was not quiet the
first night—the fire alarm malfunctioned and went off
every seven minutes for a couple of hours till they fixed it!

Aside from that, | heard some great music, some from artists we

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Ken Veneron
48 N. State St.
Nunda, NY 14517
(585) 468-1052
423rtos@rochester.rr.com

Membefsmpé”ﬁ’”%ég’g()’ to Dec. 31) had on our last season’s series. Page organs were new to me and | fell
Ull: . . . .
Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $45.00 [ 1N love with their coherent ensemble sound. Of course we also heard
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $35.00 organs built by Barton and Wurlitzer. o o
For me, the high point was a visit to the Cincinnati Museum which is
NEWSLETTER EDITOR a converted spectacular 1933 art deco railroad station. The building is
Laura Finger cavernous and contains an unexpected treat—a four manual E. M.
22 Blue Avocado Ln. Skinner pipe organ—what a sound!
Rochester, NY 14623 We also went to Ft. Wayne and some smaller town along the way.

(585) 298-9786

There are many restored theaters in these areas. These folks were
laurab78@rochester.rr.com

much smarter than those in Rochester who demolished every down-
town theater in the 1960s.

OPEN CONSOLE

Martin Ippolito Next year the convention will be in the Philadelphia area. We will
PO Box 17438 visit the world’s two largest organs at the former Wanamaker store
Rochester, NY 14617 (Macy’s), the Atlantic City Convention Hall (now called Boardwalk Hall)
(585) 266-6337 along with Longwood Gardens and many others. It sounds exciting.

Now, let’'s move to our 50th season. Russ Shaner is arranging a
PROGRAM CHAIR great season which starts off on September 14™ with one of our favor-
Russ Shaner ites, Jonathan Ortloff. The weekend of October 3, 4, 5 we will cele-

(585) 266-2854
r.shaner@rochester.rr.com

brate the anniversary of the founding of the Rochester Theater Organ
Society. More details will be found elsewhere in this issue of the
Blower.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS An upcoming exciting event which is sponsored by the Eastman
by Ken Veneron School of Music (I am quoting from their Festival brochure): Their 2014
EROI Festival (Eastman Rochester Organ Initiative) “focuses on the art

of organ accompaniment to silent film. This special event features

The Membership iconic silent films of the early 1900s with live accompaniment by re-
~~=_Committee is NOW  nowned performers on a variety of instruments. Presentations and
a accepting 2015 panel discussions will explore film studies, film music collections, music

membership re- cognition and improvisation, the history and performance practice of
newals and new silent film orchestras and organists, organ and organists on film, and

members, either by mail (see Eastman’s storied history as an educator of a generation of ‘photoplay’

my mailing information in the organists.” _ _

box above) or at the member- Organs to be featured include the Italian Baroque organ at the Me-

morial Art Gallery, the Hope-Jones organ at the first Universalist
Church, the Eastman House Aeolian Organ, the organs at Christ
Church, and of course, our Wurlitzer at the Eisenhart Auditorium. Sev-
eral silent films will be shown. For more information and registration go
to: http:www.esm.rochester.edu/eroi

ship table at an upcoming con-
cert.

The 2015 membership card
will be printed in a special
color...renew to find out what it

is!! Paul Law




Did you know that Wednesday, August 6th was a very im-
portant day in the history of RTOS? On that date in 1964
RTOS was officially founded with the signing of the Charter
by President Jess Littlefield (seated) and board members,
(starting left): Stu Moffatt, Danny Schultz, Oline Schultz,
Edwin Boise, and Leo Kesselrin

Over the weekend of October 3 - 5, 2014, the Rochester Theater organ Society will celebrate its
50th Anniversary. Beginning on Friday evening, October 3rd, and continuing through Saturday and Sun-
day, RTOS will present programs on both RTOS Wurlitzers. Our Master of Ceremonies for the weekend
will be RTOS Honorary Member Don Hall.

On Friday evening Tim Schramm and David Peckham will perform on the Society's 3/12 Wurlitzer
at the Eisenhart Auditorium in a program that will include a multi-media retrospective of RTOS' history.
Our very special guest for this program will be RTOS founder Danny Schultz who, along with his sons, is
coming to Rochester to celebrate with us. This program will be free for RTOS members although seating
will be limited to 400 attendees.

On Saturday evening Clark Wilson will accompany the 1925 Fritz Lang epic silent film Metropolis
at the Auditorium Theatre. The film has recently undergone a total digital frame by frame restoration and
it is spectacular. We will be debuting our new digital projector purchased with funds recently donated by
RTOS members. This program will be a Fund Raiser for RTOS and everyone will have to purchase an
admission ticket to attend the performance. Please post the enclosed flyer and help advertise this event.

The weekend will conclude with a Sunday afternoon concert performance on the 4/23 by cele-
brated British Organist Simon Gledhill followed by an on-stage cake and punch reception. This will be a
free admission event for RTOS members.

During the day, on Saturday, visits to several local venues are planned. David Peckham will host
us at the historic First Universalist Church as he demonstrates the famous Hope-Jones Opus 2 organ.
We also are planning visits to Christ Church (Episcopal) to hear the two magnificent instruments in-
stalled there and to the Church of the Ascension to hear the E.M. Skinner organ that was removed from
the Auditorium Theatre in 1966 to make way for the RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer. Please check the RTOS
website to read more about this fabulous weekend.

CHECK OUT THE RTOS
‘ WHAT’S NEW ONLINE I ‘ WEBSITE! I

Check out these new additions to the “Legacy” section of the RTOS | |Be sure to visit our website frequently

website: for the latest information about RTOS.
e The RTOS Story has been revised and expanded and may be You can find us at:
viewed online . www.rtosonline.org or by typing
e An updated, down-loadable list of every artist who has per- “rtosonline” into E E
formed for RTOS over the past 50 years along with the number | | G00g/e or by using the L
of times they played here and the date of each performance. barcode reader app on

your tablet or smart-
phone to scan this QR
symbol. E

e An updated, down-loadable listing of every RTOS program
along with the performance date and the name of the Artist.
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RTOS EVENTS

Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change

Jonathan Ortloff Sep 14 2:30PM
Clark Wilson Oct 4 7:30PM
Simon Gledhill Oct 5 2:30PM
Donnie Rankin Nov 9 2:30PM
TBA Dec7 2:30PM
Open Console ONLY Jan 11 11-4
Eastman Bunch Feb 15 2:30PM
TBA Mar 8 2:30PM
NO CONCERT Apr

TBA May 10 2:30PM
Ron Rhode Jun 14 2:30PM

Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM

Sep 28
Oct 19

Nov 9
Dec 21

“Open Console” is when members are given a time slot to
play one of the Society’s theater pipe organs. Come to
play, or enjoy the sound.

OTHER WESTERN NY ORGANS

The Niagara Frontier (Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation
Society) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY. Box Office (716) 692-
2413. www.rivieratheatre.org/organ.html

Capitol Theatre (3/7 Moller, 1928) 220 W. Dominick Street, Rome
(315) 337-6453 www.theatreorgans.com/ny/rome/

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580

jrjunction.com/estmim.htm

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (4/24 Morton) P.O. Box
1353, Binghamton (607) 773-1495 www.theatreorgans.com/btoc

Clemens Center (4/23 Marr & Colton/Wurlitzer) 207 Clemens
Center Pkwy., Elmira (607)-733-5639 www.clemenscenter.com
(The organ is back in service following a complete restoration)

Sunday, September 14 @ 2:30PM

Jonathan Ortloff

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ
Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society
FREE admission with this coupon

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert

at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY

(Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)

Please invite your friends and acquaintances to
attend this month's concert by giving them one of

the FREE coupons below:

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert

at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY
Sunday, September 14 @ 2:30PM

Jonathan Ortloff

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ
Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society

FREE admission with this coupon
(Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)

Name:
Address:
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THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID!
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