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Donnie Rankin Makes Second RTOS
Appearance at November Concert

Donnie Rankin first took an
interest in the theatre organ at
the tender age of three when
he first heard the sounds of the
Mighty Wurlitzer at the Civic
Theatre in Akron, Ohio. Follow-
ing that initial introduction to
the King of Instruments, he fre-
quently played on his great-
grandfather’s home organ.

In 2000, Donnie acquired an
instrument and began taking
formal lessons. Classical pi-
ano training followed in 2005,
and his budding talent quickly
blossomed into first rate musi-
cianship. Of note, he studied
with organist Jelani Eddington
from September 2007 to March
2012.

Since 2007, Donnie has per-
formed for theatre organ audi-
ences across the world. He re-
sides in Ravenna, Ohio and is
a staff organist at the Civic
Theatre in nearby Akron—
playing the very same organ

Donnie Rankin

Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St

Sunday, November 9
2:30 PM

he first heard when he was
three years old! Donnie was
also recently elected to the
ATOS Board of Directors.

Celebratlng 50 Years of Theater Organ in Rochester 1964—2014

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
by Ken Veneron

The Membership
_~—= Committee is now

.~ & accepting 2015

W membership re-
newals and new
members, either

by mail (see my mailing informa-

tion in the box on page 2) or at
the membership table at an up-
coming concert.

The 2015 membership card
will be printed in a special
color...renew to find out what it
is!!

LIBRARY NEWS
by Greg Spring

Sorry it has been awhile!
Chris and | were busy participat-
ing on the 50th Anniversary
Committee, and thus donated
our Blower space to those
events. Rest assured, we are
continuing to reshape the Li-
brary over time. We are working
on putting more material out,
including concert CDs, in a more
timely manner. I've also added
a second rack for more
CDs...stop by and have a look at
the November concert!
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Ken Veneron
48 N. State St.
Nunda, NY 14517
(585) 468-1052
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Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)
Full: $65.00
Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $45.00
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PROGRAM CHAIR
Russ Shaner
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WHO To CONTACT IF... I

You have an ad to place in the
Blower for organs/related items:
Laura Finger, Blower Editor.

You have a name/address
change, change in membership
status, or mail delivery issues:
Ken Veneron, Membership Chair.

You want to sign up to play at
an Open Console session: Martin
Ippolito, Open Console Chair.

Everything else: RTOS Con-
cert & Info Line. The greeting
message has the latest concert
info. If you wish to leave a mes-
sage afterwards about anything
else, please do and the most ap-
propriate person to handle your
inquiry will return your call ASAP!

A LETTER FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Happy 50™ Anniversary to RTOS!! We had an
event filled weekend in early October and had
somewhat small but highly enthusiastic audiences.

The opening night at the Eisenhart Auditorium
was emceed by Don Hall and featured Tim
Schramm with a sing along, Richard Neidich with
a slide show retrospective from the start (even be-
fore RTOS was formed in 1964), and a crazy one-
reeler (Teddy at the Throttle) accompanied by David Peckham.

Saturday started with an organ crawl. The organs at Christ
Church were demonstrated by Steven Kennedy and David Higgs.
We then moved to First Universalist Church where David
Peckham put the Hope-Jones Opus 2 through an informative
demonstration. Thanks also to the church organist, Bryan Hol-
ten, for his assistance. Last on the crawl was the marvelous E.
M. Skinner organ which once was installed at the Auditorium
Theater and is now at Ascension Episcopal Church. Brian
Schoettler enthusiastically showed off the stop list, played some
short pieces, and then played requests from the audience.

In the evening, Clark Wilson accompanied the classic film Me-
tropolis—two and a half hours of playing with only a 15 minute
break—amazing! Our new video projector provided an excellent
image even as seen from the back of the balcony. The RTOS
Board thanks everyone who contributed to the projector fund
which allowed this upgrade. Donations ranged from a few dollars
to well over $500 each.

Sunday featured Simon Gledhill for our monthly concert. As
always, Simon provided an exciting program. We closed with an
onstage cake and punch celebration.

Many folks put in hours of effort to bring off this event. The
planning committee included Russ Shaner, Tim Schramm, Greg
Spring, Paul Law, and Richard Neidich. Refreshments were ar-
ranged by Chris Van Stean with assistance from Chris Pucher—
we loved the pictures of the consoles printed on the frosting! As
always many others took part: ushers Bob and Jo Kanis, and
Tom and Jan Brewer; tuners Kevin Scott and Larry Delahooke;
membership Ken Veneron and David Kniese; everything else
Ted McWharf, Ed Horveth, Roger Wood, and Rick McCutchan.

My thanks to all!

Paul Law

IT’S ELECTION TIME!

See enclosed materials for more information. We
encourage all eligible voters to participate!



Friday Evening “Retrospective”
Eisenhart Auditorium

Tim Schramm, David Peckham,

Don Hall, Richard Neidich

— FRIR-

[ Don, David, Tim & Richard |

[“M.C.” Don addresses the audience |

Saturday “Organ Crawl” visits
Three Rochester Churches
and heard four Historic Organs

Hook & Hastings organs at
Christ Church

David Peckham dem-
onstrates historic
Hope-Jones Opus 2 at
Universalist Church

Brian Schoettler at |1
Church of the Ascen-

sion E.M. Skinner =2

(Originally in Auditorium Theatre)

Sunday Afternoon Membership
Concert and Reception at the
Auditorium Theatre Starring

Simon Gledhill

Simon presents a spectacular program

enhanced by video projection system

Saturday Evening at the
Auditorium - Clark Wilson
Accompanies “Metropolis”

Clark Wilson
introducing and
accompanying

1927 silent
masterpiece

“Metropolis”

Intermission and
some of our out-of-
town attendees

i i dl " S

Four RTOS Honorary Members: Roger

Wood, Richard Neidich (charter mem-

ber), Danny Schultz (founding Member)

and Don Hall are pictured at the
RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer

Photo Credits: Christ Church organs - Stephen Kennedy
Anniversary cake - Laura Finger, All others - Richard Neidich
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RTOS EVENTS UPCOMING REGIONAL CONCERTS

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum
JOHN LEDWON - Sunday, Oct 26th, 2:30 PM ($15.00)

Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.

All artists and dates subject to change (3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair BIvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580
Donnie Rankin Nov 9 2:30PM www.jrjunction.com/estmim.htm
8ogrr1]aCF;?]rSk;re ONLY ?:‘: 171 ?ﬁgﬁm Clemens Center (4/23 Marr & Colton/Wurlitzer)
S(F:)ott Smith Feb 15 2:30PM DAVID PECKHAM Accompanying “WINGS” (1927 silent film)
Eastman Bunch Mar 8 2:30PM Sunday, Nov. 2nd - 4:00 PM ($17.50 Adults/$8.75 Under 18)
NO CONCERT Apr 207 Clemens Center Pkwy., Elmira (607)-733-5639
Scott Harrison May 10 2:30PM www.clemenscenter.com
Ron Rhode Jun 14 2:30PM Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society

DONNA PARKER- Wednesday, Nov 5TH, 7:30 PM ($10.00)
“““““““““““““““ - 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.

Rochester Museum & Science Center www.rivieratheatre.org/organ.html
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. . .
Open Console Kingston Theatre Organ Society
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM John Lauter- Fri., Nov 7TH, 7:30 PM - ($25 adlt, $20 snr, $8 stdnt)
Nov 16 Dave Wickerham- Fri., Nov 28th, 7:30 PM - $25, $20, $8
Dec 21 (also, Annual Meeting) Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA

Limited seating. Call Nancy Young at (613) 386-7295 to reserve tickets.

“Open Console” is when members are given a time slot to Please in_Vite your friends and acgl{aintances to
play one of the fociety’s theeatfrpipe organs. Come to attend this month's concert by giving them one of
piay. orenjoy the sound. the discount coupons below:

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert

at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY
Sunday, November 9 @ 2:30PM

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert

at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY
Sunday, November 9 @ 2:30PM

Donnie Rankin

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ
Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society

Donnie Rankin

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ
Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society

$10 admission with this coupon (regularly $15)
Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family

$10 admission with this coupon (regularly $15)
Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family

Name: Name:
Address: Address:
Email: Email:
THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID!




