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  Scott Foppiano was born in 
Memphis, TN in 1965.  He 
began private study of piano 
and organ at an early age, and 
during his years at Christian 
Brothers High School he 
discovered the Mighty 
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ at 
Memphis' Orpheum Theatre 
and was soon featured playing 
overtures and intermissions.   
  Upon his family's relocation 
to Charlotte following his senior 
year, Scott began formal study 
organ and church music at the 
NC School of the Arts as a 
Keenan Organ Scholar. He 
holds an Artist’s Diploma, BM, 
MMus, and both the Service 
Playing and Colleague 
certifications of the American 
Guild of Organists (AGO). 
He studied organ improvisation 
with the late Gerre Hancock at 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Fifth Avenue in New York City, 
and continued private study in 
theatre and symphonic stylings 
of the organ with his best friend 
and mentor the late, great 
Thomas Hazleton. 
  Critically acclaimed and 
sought after as a classical 
recitalist, theatre organist, and 
silent film accompanist, Scott 
has played and recorded on  

 

Scott Foppiano 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, October 13, 2019 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

the Year which included him 
performing a solo organ recital 
on the great organ in the Cadet 
Chapel of the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point.  He 
has also served as a coach 
and adjudicator for the ATOS’ 
Young Organist Competition. 
  Scott has been a featured 
artist for regional and national 
conventions of the AGO, the  
Organ Historical Society, 
and the ATOS, all of which he 
has served as a member of the 
administrative boards at both 
local and national levels. He 
has served as Organist 
and Director of Music for 
several prominent 
congregations, including the 
National Basilica Shrine of the 
Little Flower in Royal Oak, MI.  
  In January 2016, Scott 
returned home to the Carolinas 
to be nearer to his family. He is 
the Organist and Director of 
Music at First United Methodist 
Church of Cheraw, SC and the 
Organist/Accompanist at 
Temple Beth El in Charlotte, 
NC.  Concurrent with his 
ecclesiastical duties, Scott 
maintains a very active 
schedule as a solo performing 
organist.  

 

Scott Foppiano Opens 
Our 2019-2020 Season  

some of the greatest pipe or-
gans in the world, and to date 
has recorded eight digital solo 
organ CDs with future pro-
jects pending.    
  During the national Ameri-
can Theater Organ Society 
(ATOS) convention in New 
York City in July 2007, Scott 
was honored as Organist of  
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
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Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 

(585) 468-1052 
423rtos@rochester.rr.com 

 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 
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Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
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Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 
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Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

  It has been a busy summer. The 2019 ATOS Annual 
Convention was held in Rochester and hosted by 
RTOS.  This is the first time that a non-ATOS Chapter 
has hosted this annual convention. 
  We agreed to do this about three years ago and a 
steering committee was promptly formed.  Russ Shaner 
and Paul Law were named Co-chairs with John Lukes, 
Ted McWharf and Chris Van Stean completing the core 

committee.  Marie Bower joined us in 2019.  After many months of 
planning and organizing, the big day arrived on June 30. 
  To ‘kick off’ the week, Russ Shaner had an unusual suggestion for 
the Pre-glow.  With all the magnificent “straight” instruments located in 
and around the East Avenue Preservation District, why not visit them.  
We were not sure how many ATOSers would be interested in an extra 
cost event that did not include actual theatre organs.  To our pleasure, 
it sold out in a few weeks and we then increased the number we could 
handle - that sold out quickly also. 
  Excellent cooperation from the organ department at Eastman 
School of Music (Professors Higgs, Laube, Porter and Kennedy) and 
the house organist at George Eastman Museum (Joe Blackburn) 
provided world class performances on five organs.  Residing in four of 
Rochester’s most elegant structures, each instrument represented a 
different period and style of organ building. 
  The remainder of the week was dedicated to theatre organs at the 
following venues - Rochester’s Auditorium Theatre and Eisenhart 
Auditorium, the Riviera Theatre in North Tonawanda, Shea’s Buffalo 
Theatre, the Clemens PAC in Elmira and the historic Hope-Jones 
organ at Rochester’s First Universalist Church.  All were excellent 
instruments in good concert condition.  All were ‘in tune’ and never a 
cypher!  Performers represented the best in the theatre organ world.  
The festivities concluded on July 4th with an excellent banquet at the 
hotel followed by fireworks at the Main Street bridge. 
  Of course with people coming from around the world, their visit 
would not be complete without an Afterglow trip to Niagara Falls.  July 
5th was sweltering hot and the area around the falls was packed with 
tourists.  Never-the-less, everyone got a good look before we 
continued on to enjoy lunch served inside the historic Wurlitzer factory 
building in North Tonawanda.  In the afternoon Clark Wilson 
accompanied a Harold Lloyd silent film at the Riviera theatre and we 
ended the day touring the nearby Herschel Carousel Factory Museum.   
  Over 400 were registered for the week-long conclave and RTOS 
has received many expressions of thanks and congratulations for a job 
well done.  Other than the disappointing Rochester Riverside Hotel, it 
was an outstanding and very successful week.  My thanks to everyone 
on the extended committee who handled hotel, food and transportation 
selection, registration, CD record sales, artist and venue 
arrangements, organ preparation, etc., and to all the RTOSers who 
volunteered to make the transportation and hospitality go so smoothly. 
  See you at the Auditorium Theatre on October 13 as Scott Foppiano 
returns to begin our 2019 - 2020 concert season. 
  Paul A Law, President 
  paullaw018@gmail.com     585-755-4144  

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? 
Help us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” 

as your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  If everyone drops  $1 into a dona-
tion box at each concert it will pay the 
yearly cost for our publications 

Just $1 
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We were in a western New York State of Music  
Photos by Richard Neidich and Greg Spring 

Preglow - (Left to right) - Joe Blackburn at George Eastman Museum Aeolian, Bill Porter at Memorial Art Gallery Italian Baroque 
organ, Nathan Laube at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church E.M. Skinner, Christ Church Casparini and Hook & Hastings organs. 

Opening night - Master of Ceremonies Ken Double and opening artist David Gray at Auditorium Theatre. 
Monday artist Jerry Nagano at the Auditorium; John Ledwon introduces YTOC contestants at Eisenhart. 

Tuesday arrival at the Riv; Nathan Avakian at the Riv (morning); Mark Herman at Shea’s 
(afternoon); The RTOS Yellow Shirt volunteers pose in Shea’s balcony; Richard Hills at 
the Shea’s mighty Wurlitzer 4/28 console (evening); Shea’s Buffalo’s restored marquee. 

David Peckham welcomes ATOS to Elmira’s Clemen’s PAC on Wednesday;  Simon Gledhill played in 
the afternoon;  Evening program featuring David Peckham with the Paragon Ragtime Orchestra. 

Alex Jones at the First Universalist Church;  A star spangled Walt Strony closes the convention on July 4th at the Auditorium. 
July 5 Afterglow -  Niagara Falls; Clark Wilson accompanies The Freshman at the Riv;  Pres. Paul Law at the Carousel Museum. 



 

 

Rochester Theater 
Organ Society 
P.O. Box 17114 
Rochester, NY 14617-0114 

 

REGIONAL VENUES 
 

 Riviera Theatre (N. Tonawanda) (RTOPS) 
716-692-2413; http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  

 

NY State Fairgrounds (E.S.T.M.I.M. ) 
 315-687-3580; http://www.empiretheatre.org/

index.htm 
 

Kingston (Ont.) Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/ 

 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
607-773-1495; http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 

 

Please visit the websites for these venues for the 
latest concert information  

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 

 Scott Foppiano Oct 13 2:30 PM 
 John Ledwon Nov 3       2:30 PM 
 Tim Schramm @ Eisenhart Dec 8       2:30 PM 
 TBA Jan 12      2:30 PM 
 Eastman Bunch Feb 9 2:30 PM 
Donnie Rankin Apr 5 2:30 PM 
TBA May?? 2:30 PM 
Nathan Avakian June 28 2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

Oct 20  Nov 17  Dec 22 
 

Open Console Dates for 2020 
 

Jan 20, Feb 23, Mar 15, Apr 19, May 24, Jun 21, 
Jul 19,  Aug 16,  Sep 6, Oct 18, Nov 15, Dec 20 

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Listeners welcome.  Come to play, 
or enjoy the music.  

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean, Secretary 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Bob Bower, Director 
Marie Bower, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director, Programs 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 
Ken Veneron, Director, Membership 
Ken Wilson, Director 

Elections are coming 

  This year RTOS will elect 
all four  of its officers (Pres., 
V. Pres., Secretary and 
Treasurer) along with three 
directors for 2-year terms.  If 
you would like to be a candi-
date for one of these posi-
tions, please contact Paul 
Law at 585-755-4144 or 
email to: 
paullaw018@gmail.com 

  Due to an unusually busy 
year at the Auditorium Thea-
tre, it has been very difficult to 
secure dates for our concert 
season.  We were unable to 
book a September date, 
hence the October start of the 
series.  No date was available 
for December.  Tim Schramm 
will do a Christmas program 
at the Eisenhart.  Normally we 
avoid January concerts due to 
the weather.  This year we will 
be using the January date 
normally reserved for open 
console at the Aud. for a con-
cert.  At present we have not 
been able to book a date for 
either March or May.  We are 
working on this, but we may 
go to the Eisenhart for one or 
the other of those months. 

Concert dates for 
2019-2020 Series 

Rodgers Trio For Sale 

  3-manual, full pedalboard 
Rodges 321”Trio”. Excellent 
candidate for Hauptwerk 
(VTPO) conversion.  In-
cludes bench, two speaker 
cabinets.  Asking $1000.00 / 
OBO.   For more information 
please contact Paul Law at: 
 585-755-4144 or email to: 
paullaw018@gmail.com 

2019 - 20 Fund Drive 

  Announcing our annual 
fall funds drive.  This year 
our goal is set at $10,000.00.  
   As our costs increase, we 
continue our efforts to make 
every penny of our income 
count.  For the first time in a 
number of years our rental 
fees at the Auditorium are 
increasing and we have ap-
proved a modest increase in 
the fees paid to our artists.   
  Again this year the giving 
levels are: 
Friend…….…...…$10 - $20 
Patron……………$25 - $49 
Sponsor………….$50 - $99 
Benefactor....…$100 - $249 
President’s Circle.$250-$499 
Guardian…….$500 or more 
  Your donation in any 
amount is greatly appreciated. 


