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Swing Into Spring as RTOS Welcomes Back 

Dave Wickerham 
  It is with great pleasure that 
we welcome Dave Wickerham 
back to the RTOS console for 
his 8th Rochester performance.   
Born in Encino, CA in 1962, he 
began playing electronic organ 
at age 4 and had his first pipe 
organ experience at age 10.  
  When Dave moved to Arizona 
in 1976, he became Associate 
Organist at the Organ Stop 
Pizza Restaurants in Phoenix, 
Mesa, and Tucson. He contin-
ued his musical studies with Ro-
seamond Crowley, one of the 
few remaining descendants of 
the Louis Vierne line of organ-
ists. He attended the University 
of Arizona in Tucson on a full 
scholarship, pursuing classical 
organ studies for 6 years with 
Dr. Roy Johnson.  
  In 1984, Dave moved to 
Lansing, IL to become Staff Or-
ganist at Pipes and Pizza. He 
also ministered musically at vari-
ous churches.  
  August of 1990 found the 
Wickerham family – Dave, his 
wife and two young children - in 
Wisconsin, where he was one of 
the featured Staff Organists at 
the Piper Music Palace in 
Greenfieldfor 10 years.  
  In the spring of 2000, Dave  

Williams Bay Lutheran Church in 
Lake Geneva, WI.   

He enjoys concertizing fre-
quently to many audiences in-
cluding various chapters of the 
ATOS. In April of 1999, he took 
great pleasure being a feature 
artist in Melbourne, Australia for 
the convention of the Theatre 
Organ Society of Australia 
where he received rave re-
views.  He returned “Down Un-
der” for a six-week concert tour 
in Australia and New Zealand in 
2003 and more recently has 
completed a similar tour con-
cluding November of 2012. 

Dave has released four CDs 
and currently has two NEW re-
cording projects that are soon to 
be completed and released.  

After seven years as Organ-
ist - Curator with the legendary 
Milhous Collection in South Flor-
ida, Dave and his family cur-
rently enjoy living in Upper 
Michigan where he has ac-
cepted the position of Co-
Manager and Organist in Resi-
dence at Crystal Theatre in 
Crystal Falls.  This 1927 theatre 
is now a regional Performing 
Arts Center and houses a 3 
manual, 21 rank Moller theatre 
organ that Dave also looks after. 

had a special engagement as 
a featured organist at Roxy's 
Pipe Organ Pizzeria, part of a 
$26 million expansion phase 
at the FIESTA Casino and 
Hotel in Las Vegas. The 
Wickerhams—Dave, Rhonda, 
and now three great kids—
spent a year and a half there 
before returning to Wisconsin 
in August 2001.  For 3 years, 
Dave resumed his position at 
Piper Music Palace and was 
also Principal Organist at   



 

 

    The snow was literally up to my knees in my front 
yard during the first week of February (and then it got 
worse),  but I still have no desire to become a “snow 
bird” because so many interesting events happen in 
Rochester at this time of the year - probably to take 
our minds off the white stuff and freezing tempera-
tures that define winter in Rochester. 
    While we were reluctant to cancel the Scott Smith 
concert on February 12th, it proved to be the correct 

decision.  Our artist had planned to drive here from Michigan on the 
11th and would have been passing through Erie, PA about the time of 
the massive pile up on Interstate 90.  We are attempting to work out an 
alternate date to reschedule Scott in the near future.  Meanwhile we 
are thinking ahead to the March concert. This concert was to have 
been our annual Eastman Bunch event. However, due to many factors, 
we must defer this concert to 2016.  On March 8, we will feature one of 
my favorites, Dave Wickerham. His most recent concert here was a 
memorable musical treat. Invite your friends. 

While on the topic of inviting others to join you at the Auditorium, 
please remember that our membership is dwindling largely because we 
are the biggest musical secret in Rochester. We regularly encounter 
folks who have been in the Auditorium dozens of times and do not 
know about our Mighty Wurlitzer pipe organ hidden in chambers above 
the proscenium arch. Let’s get the word out through family and friend 
networks. You can help a great deal as we don’t have a budget for 
newspaper ads, etc. 

Do you remember the great bus trips of years past?  They were 
always great fun and the perfect way to spend a day socializing with 
your fellow RTOSers.  We have not had a “road trip” for quite a while 
so it’s time to take advantage of the April 12 concert at the Clemens 
PAC in Elmira. RTOS honorary member David Peckham will play the 
newly renovated 4/26 Marr and Colton instrument in the beautifully re-
stored theater. We have reserved a bus to take us there and back with 
a buffet dinner stop  after the concert at Tanino’s Ristorante Italiano in 
nearby Horseheads. We had planned to announce the trip with a slide 
presentation at the February concert.  Instead you recently received a 
’special edition’ of the Blower with full information and the coupon to 
send in your reservation.   Please note that your non - RTOS friends 
are invited to sign up for the trip also.  We hope that you  will invite 
them to join in the fun!  The trip price per person is the same for any-
one who wishes to come along. 

  -   Paul Law 

RTOS Blower 2 

 

Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 

(585) 468-1052 
423rtos@rochester.rr.com 

 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $65.00 

Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $45.00 
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A Letter from your President    

Membership NewsMembership NewsMembership NewsMembership News    

by Ken Veneron 

As you may have no-
ticed, starting with the 
February Blower, our 
mailing labels now 
contain a bar code. 

RTOS has just started using 
the Intelligent Mail for Small Busi-
ness Mailers (IMsb) mail program. 
This allows the mailing to be run 
thru the mail processing equip-
ment without having to have the 
zip code scanned manually. 
The post office waives our 
$200.00 annual fee and gives us 
a discount per piece of 1/10 ¢. 

Along with this they scan our 
mailing list for errors. When they 
did this they found 12 labels with 
slight addressing errors, and 4 
others that they could not recog- 

Membership News Membership News Membership News Membership News ---- Contd. Contd. Contd. Contd. 

nize. The flagged addresses had 
street name and or zip code er-
rors.  Our files have now been 
updated.  This should help mini-
mize future delays in processing. 
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The Grierson Legacy The Grierson Legacy The Grierson Legacy The Grierson Legacy 

ContinuesContinuesContinuesContinues 

Be sure to visit RTOS 
on the web at: 
www.rtosonline.org or 
by using the barcode 
reader app on your tab-
let or 
smart-
phone to 
scan this 
QR sym-
bol. 

Check out the 

RTOS 

 Website! 

We sincerely regret the 
cancellation of the February 
15th Scott Smith concert.  
However, we are sure you will 
agree that ‘old man winter’ left 
us with no other choice. 

We hope that everyone got 
the word and that no one at-
tempted to drive to the Audito-
rium.  On Saturday morning we 
contacted the TV stations and 
asked them to include us in 
their on screen and web can-
cellation lists.  We also put the 
message on the RTOS phone 
line, on our website and on the 
RTOS facebook page. 

Congratulations to Blower 

Editor Laura Finger and husband 
Tom on the birth of their son, Mi-
chael Thomas Finger on January 
19th, 2015.   

Laura  is the great-grand 
daughter of RKO Palace organist 
Tom Grierson.  Congratulations 
also to Laura’s Mom & Dad, Lana 
and Gary Brumbaugh and grand-
mother Gail Grierson.  We wel-
come Michael to the fifth genera-
tion of the RTOS - Grierson family. 

February Concert 

Cancellation 

Michael Thomas Finger 

Summer’s Coming! 

It’s Convention Time 

Don’t get enough theater organ mu-
sic in Rochester?  If not, you may wish 
to consider a trip to Philadelphia to at-
tend the American Theatre Organ Soci-
ety (ATOS) convention the first week of 
July.  Featured will be the two largest 
pipe organs in the world and the 66-
rank Dickinson Kimball among others all 
played by many world class theater or-
ganist.  Complete info is available at: 
http://www.atos.org/2015-convention 

Sunday, April 12th 
Travel through the Finger Lakes wine country 

 To hear RTOS Honorary Member 

DAVID PECKHAM 
Playing the newly refurbished 

4/26 Marr & Colton Theater Organ 
in the Clemens PAC Theater in Elmira 

Followed by Buffet Dinner at 
Tonino’s Ristorante Italiano 

$80.00 / person 
(includes transportation, concert, dinner and gratuities) 

Departure: 12:00 Noon from a central meet point (not yet determined) 
Return by approx. 9 PM 

 

Non-members are welcome to participate in this event. 
Invite your friends to join you. 

Limited to 45 persons!  
Don’t miss out!  Send your application ASAP!! 

 

If not enough people sign up, the trip will be canceled and your money refunded. 



 

 

 

Rochester Theater 
Organ Society 
P.O. Box 17114 
Rochester, NY 14617-0114 

RTOS EVENTS 

Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change 

 

Dave Wickerham       Mar 8     2:30PM 
     NO RTOS CONCERT IN APRIL 
ELMIA BUS TRIP - DAVID PECKHAM  April 12th 
Scott Harrison          May 10    2:30PM 
Ron Rhode           Jun 14     2:30PM 
 
The fall concert schedule will be published as soon as 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society 
Scott Harrison - Wed., May 6, 7:30 PM ($10) 

67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.  
Info:  www.rivieratheatre.org/organ.html  

 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum  
Scott Harrison - Sunday, May 17, 2:30 PM ($15.00) 

(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  
http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 

 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society 
Clark Wilson - Friday, April 10, 7:30 PM - $25, $20 , $8 

Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 
Limited seating.  Info/ticketing: http://www.ktos.ca/index.html 

 

Toronto Theatre Organ Society 
Pierre Francalanza- Mon., March 9, 8:00PM - $20 

Clark Wilson w/Silent Film - Mon., April 13, 8:00 PM - $20 
Concerts at: Casa Loma, 1 Austin Terrace, Toronto ON, CA 

Box Office (416) 492-6262    email: box-office@ttos.ca 
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/  

 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society 
Jim Ford - “King of Kings” (Silent), March 29, 2:00 PM 

236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. Info/
ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean,  Secretary 
Ken Veneron, Treasurer 
David Higgs, Director 
Rick McCutchan, Director 
Richard Neidich, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Roger Wood, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 

Invite your friends to attend this month's concert  by giving them one of the discount coupons below: 

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert 

 at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY 
Sunday, February 15 @ 2:30PM 

 

  
 

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ  
 

Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society 
 

$10 admission with this coupon (regularly $15) 
(Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)   

Dave Wickerham 

Name: 
Address: 
Email: 
 
      THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! 

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert 

 at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY 
Sunday, February 15 @ 2:30PM 

 

  
 

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ 
 

Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society 
 

$10 admission with this coupon (regularly $15) 
(Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)   

Dave Wickerham 

Name: 
Address: 
Email: 
 
      THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

March 22 June 21 Sept 27 
April 26 July 19 Oct 18 
May 17 Aug 16 Nov 8 

“Open Console” is when members are given a time slot to 
play one of the Society’s theater pipe organs. Come to play, 

or enjoy the sound.  

 


