
 

 

 John Ledwon 
Auditorium Theatre 885 E. Main St Sunday, November 8, 2015  2:30 PM (Doors open 45 min early) 
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From Las Vegas, Please Welcome First-Time RTOS Artist, John Ledwon 
 John is a native Southern Californian. His family lived for several years in the Palm Springs area, vacating those digs for the Los Angeles house during the summer. When John was about 11, the family moved to La Canada/Flintridge where John’s parents bought a Hammond M3 and gave him lessons. After just a few months they upgraded to a B3 and John started taking les-sons from Orville Foster, and then Gertrude Deutsch who was a former organist in San Francisco and also a solo pia-nist on the NBC Red and Blue networks before they became NBC and ABC.    During a visit to the Crome Organ Company in Los Ange-les, John and his father were absolutely enthralled with a small Style D he had set up in his shop. My dad searched around and found a 3/12 Wurlitzer and that started John’s formal introduction to the theatre organ.    John majored in organ at SCUN and UCLA with a minor in mathematics and theatre arts plus his teaching  

Pasadena City College.    John served as program chair and president of the Los Angeles Theatre Organ Socie-ty, chaired the 1979 American Theatre Organ Society's Na-tional Convention in Los Ange-les, served several terms as an ATOS board member (he is currently on the ATOS board) and three years as ATOS Pres-ident.     John gave up teaching in 2000 after trying for a year to juggle teaching and his com-mitments at the El Capitan Theatre. Switched in favor of the Disney gig…and thinks he has the best theatre organ job in the country…if not the world!  John has been on the staff there since 1999.   John moved to Henderson, Nevada (just south of Las Ve-gas) in 2007 and just complet-ed the installation of a 3 manu-al 15 rank Wurlitzer in his home.  Presently he does 5 to 10 concerts a year in various locations across the country and in foreign countries which helps keep the food bowl full for his two kitties, Aida and Athena. 

credential.  Graduating from college at 20, John did a 4-month tour with the USO en-tertaining troops in Alaska and Asia. Following that ex-perience and returning to UCLA to get his masters de-gree, John began teaching in the Thousand Oaks, CA area.  For two years, he taught a theatre organ class at 



 

 

    Nathan Avakian’s concert was provocative and entertaining.   He showed that you can do many creative expressions by melding the Wurlitzer with digital tracks previously recorded.  The audience, though small, generally reacted enthusiastically. The new silent films were a treat.   Our bus trip to Lorraine Stett’s home in Wil-liamsport is fully sold out. It promises to be an exciting program with Tim Schramm and Connor Ream at the console.   When the Board decided to conduct a fundraising program to reduce our annual deficit, we were unsure what the membership response would be.  We set a modest goal of $10,000 and hoped for the best.  We were pleasantly surprised by the favorable re-sponse of our members and friends.  Our goal has almost been reached; however, we encourage contributions from all to put us on a firmer financial footing.   It’s election time again!  In order to reduce our printing costs we are placing the election information on pages 2 and 3 of the Blower instead of inserting a separate sheet.  As has been the case in recent years, new volunteers for Director or Officer posi-tions are lacking.  I sincerely thank our new candidate, Ken Dorner and the incumbents who are running for another term.  We encourage you,  to cast your ballot to show your support for what we do.  Please help us run a well organized program.   Also, we need a new Treasurer to take over from Ken Vener-on.  He has agreed to run but has indicated that he desires to “retire” as soon as we can find a replacement.                         Paul Law 
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A Letter from your President 

2015 RTOS Election Instructions 
Election Summary This year's election is for all four officers plus three Directors for two-year terms ending December 31, 2017.   Paul Law for President, Ted McWharf for Vice-President, Ken Veneron for Treasurer, and Christine Van Ste-an for Secretary.  Ken Dorner, Rick McCutchan and Tim Schramm are running as Directors for two-year terms.  David Higgs, Richard Neidich, and Greg Spring will serve the second year of their two-year terms.  Russ Shaner will continue on the Board as Past-President.  Voting Eligibility All Regular 2015 and Honorary Members are asked to vote on the Official Ballots that are mailed with your copy of the Blower. New 2016 Regular and all Associate Members will receive the biographies and blank or voided ballots since they are ineligible to vote in this year's election. (Postal regulations that require equal weight for all individual mailings is the reason for dummy ballots for members ineligible to vote). 

 If you are eligible to vote, please refer to the ballot for further instructions.  Details are on the ballot.  Write-in(s) are acceptable and space is provided on the ballot for this purpose. Voting Procedures Ballots must be received by the Election Tellers before 10:00PM on Saturday, Dec. 12, 2015 to be valid. A ballot box will be available in the Auditorium Center lobby during the Sunday, Nov. 8th concert, or you may mail ballots directly to the Election Teller Gary Brumbaugh, 64 Pen Creek Drive, Webster, NY 14580. 
 We urge all eligible members to cast their ballots for the candidates of their choice.. 
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For Vice President - Ted McWharf As a longtime member of RTOS, a former Board member and current Vice President, Ted currently manages the sales table when our artists bring CDs and DVDs to sell at our concerts.  Ted also helps with the maintenance of our website.   Retired after 41 years as an engineering manager and operator in television broadcasting, Ted enjoys his home, the RPO, roller coasters, exercise, dining out with friends, and travel.     STATEMENT: Membership in RTOS has been both a rewarding and enjoyable experience.  I look forward to continuing as VP and finding ways to make this fine organization even better . 

For President - Paul Law Paul has been a member of RTOS for many years and is finishing his first term as a President.  Long a pipe organ enthusiast, he is on the organ maintenance crew for the 4/23 organ as well.  Paul’s recent acquisition of a Wurlitzer virtual pipe organ has given him opportunities to fill his home with realistic sounds of the theater pipe organ (when he plays the correct notes!!).    STATEMENT: I will continue to work with the Board to improve the financial status of RTOS while also maintaining the high musical standards of our instruments and concerts. 

For Secretary - Christine Van Stean Chris has appreciated the music of RTOS for many years.  A University of Rochester graduate and retiree, she worked in human resources for over 20 years in organization development, staff devel-opment, employee relations and recruitment along with 17 years library experience. She enjoys or-ganizing activities including the RTOS bus trips and the 50th anniversary celebration reception.     STATEMENT:  I would like to continue to use my organizational skills to assist the board and RTOS.  My goals include enhancing the infrastructure of the organization, assisting with fundraising, and creating enjoyable activities for RTOS members.   
For Treasurer - Ken Veneron Ken is seeking re-election as Treasurer.  An RTOS member since 1966 , Ken has served over the years in capacities too numerous to mention. For this dedication, he was awarded an Hon-orary Membership in 1983.  Ken resides in Nunda, NY .and is retired from the Town of Henrietta as Deputy Administrator of Public Utilities. His hobbies include genealogy, computers, design-ing web pages, and digital photography.     STATEMENT: I have served in many roles within RTOS over the years, and look forward to serving another term as Treasurer. 

For Director - Ken Dorner A former Buffalo native, Ken has been attending RTOS concerts since 1984. He was involved with the Niagara Frontier Theater Organ Society in the 1970s and as well as the Friends of Shea’s Buffalo. A retired RN, Ken is a member of the Board of Directors of Canterbury Court Town-houses, Inc. in Fairport, is media coordinator for the Millard Fillmore Hospital School of Nursing Alumni in Buffalo, and a volunteer community educator with the Alzheimer’s Assoc.    STATEMENT: I look forward to working to advance the presence RTOS in our community, involving youth, increasing membership and placing the organization on solid financial footing. 
For Director - Rick McCutchan Appointed last year, Rick is seeking his first full term.  Now retired, he was a heavy equipment mechanic for a state agency for 30 years.  Like any "big kid" he has always had a fascination with anything large, loud and mechanically complex.  Rick brought his electrical, mechanical and woodworking skills to the 4/23 work crew 5 years ago and loves working on our “awesome machine”.  Hobbies include piano, pho-tography, art, motorcycling, boating, flying airplanes, automotive painting and building anything.     STATEMENT: The pipe organ is the greatest, most significant contribution to music ever conceived and ours is one of the finest survivors of its type.  It must be preserved for future generations at all costs. 

For Director - Tim Schramm Tim is seeking another term as Director.  Tim is no stranger to the theater organ or to the RTOS Board. He served as Program Chairman for RTOS for 10 years, and has served as a director and as Vice-President of the Board.  Organs are Tim’s passion.  As a professional concert organist, he has played many of the great organs in the United States, England, and Canada.      STATEMENT: We have taken a close look at the future of theater organ here in Rochester and we are diligently working to keep RTOS one of the premier theatre organ organizations in the country. I would like to continue to be a part of that by continuing to serve as a Director.” 



 

 

Rochester Theater Organ Society P.O. Box 17114 Rochester, NY 14617-0114 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change 
 John Ledwon           Nov 8    2:30PM Tim Schramm Holiday Show   Dec 13    2:30PM Open Console          Jan 10  11 AM - 4 PM Justin Stahl            Feb 21    2:30PM Eastman Bunch /Justin LaVoie  Apr 24    2:30PM David Gray            May 22   2:30PM Dan Minervini           Jun 19    2:30PM 

Paul Law, President Ted McWharf, Vice-President Christine Van Stean,  Secretary Ken Veneron, Treasurer David Higgs, Director Rick McCutchan, Director Richard Neidich, Director Tim Schramm, Director Greg Spring, Director Roger Wood, Director Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 

Nonprofit Org. U.S. POSTAGE  PAID Rochester, NY 14692 Permit No. 190 

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert 

Name: Address: Email: 
 
Drop this coupon at the membership table to learn more about RTOS! 

Nathan Avakian 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 
 Open Console Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM Please Note November Date Change! 

 Oct 25    Nov 15      Dec 20 
“Open Console” is when members are given a time slot to play one of the Society’s theater pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the sound.  

 UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society Lance Luce Wednesday, Nov. 4th, 7:30 PM—$10.00 Fr. Andrerw Rogers Wednesday, Dec.. 2nd, 7:30 PM—$10.00 (3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda  Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
 Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) Bernie Anderson accomp. “My Best Girl” Sun., Nov. 22, 2:30 PM - $15 Rosemary Bailey Sunday, Dec. 13, 2:30 PM - $15 (3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 
 Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) John Lauter Friday, November 7th, 7:30 PM—$25.00 ($20/senior) Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://www.ktos.ca/index.html 
 Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS) John Lauter accomp. “Three Ages” Mon., Nov. 10th, 8:00 PM—$20.00 Concerts at: Casa Loma, 1 Austin Terrace, Toronto ON, CA (4/21 Wurlitzer) Tickets: (416) 492-6262    email: box-office@ttos.ca Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/  
 Binghamton Theatre Organ Society John Ledwon Sunday, Nov 22nd, 2:00 PM - $20 236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. Info/ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert 

Invite your friends to attend this month's concert  by giving them one of the discount coupons below: 

Name: Address: Email: 
 
Drop this coupon at the membership table to learn more about RTOS! 

 at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY Sunday, November 8 @ 2:30PM 
   
 On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ  
 Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society 

 $10 admission per person with this coupon (regularly $15) (Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)   

John Ledwon 
 at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY Sunday, November 8 @ 2:30PM 

   
 On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ  
 Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society 

 $10 admission per person with this coupon (regularly $15) (Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)   

John Ledwon 


