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Nathan Avakian 
We are pleased to welcome Nathan Avakian to Rochester for his third performance for RTOS. He first played here in April of 2012 at the Eisenhart and re-turned in May of 2013 to put the Auditorium Theatre’s 4/23 through its paces.  His innovative ap-proach to the organ is drawing a new generation of young people to his concerts wherever he plays. 
Nathan Avakian is a multi-talented artist with specialized in-terests and experience in organ performance, musical arrange-ment and composition, and light-ing design.  

His fascination with the theatre organ began at age four with a visit to the Portland Organ Grinder Restaurant.  He began formal or-gan studies with Donna Parker at age eleven and has also been frequently coached by Jonas Nordwall.  Since winning the American Theatre Organ Society Young Organist Competition in 2009, Nathan has provided thea-tre organ entertainment across the United States and internation-ally.  In 2011 he completed a six-week concert tour of Australia and New Zealand.  That same year he released his first album, Outside The Box, featuring both theatre and classical pipe organs as well as virtual orchestrations. 
Renowned for his tasteful   

organ music.  He helped pioneer the festival’s expansion which now includes regional festivals in Oregon, Missouri, Adelaide and Melbourne, Australia. 
Nathan served as the Youth Representative on the American Theatre Organ Soci-ety Board of Directors from 2011-2013 managing programs that recognize and support the work of young organ students. 
Currently based in New York City, Nathan works as a freelance lighting designer and design associate with organiza-tions including Historic Hudson Valley, Princeton University, New York Stage and Film, CAP21 Theatre Company, Pur-chase Opera, and the Lighting Design Group. Prior to his university studies, Nathan completed twelve years of dance training with Westside Dance Academy in various styles including tap, jazz, and ballet, frequently per-forming with Oregon Children’s Theatre and Krayon Kids Musi-cal Theatre Company.  In 2014 Nathan received a B.F.A. de-gree in lighting design from Purchase College, State Uni-versity of New York. 

blending of twenty-first century virtual instrument technology with theatre organ music, Na-than creates performances that satisfy contemporary musical tastes and pay tribute to the his-torical legacy of the theatre or-gan.  He was commissioned to compose seven original theatre organ soundtracks for the Inter-national Youth Silent Film Festi-val, a program that challenges young filmmakers to create con-temporary silent films to theatre  



 

 

    By the time you read this, we will have had our opening concert with Maestro Hector Olivera. What a way to start our season!   The evening after his concert, Hector held a master class for the Eastman School organ stu-dents. This was jointly funded by RTOS and the Eastman School Organ Department. Both organi-zations are working to interest young classical organ students in the theater organ so the music can play on. Thanks to Professor David Higgs who is the Department Chair and also a member of the RTOS Board.   If you were at the concert, you would have seen that we have made significant progress toward our fundraising goal. We still have a way to go, so please send your contributions to Ken  Veneron, Treasurer, 48 N. State St, Nunda, NY 14517-9655.  The Fund Drive runs until the end of 2015, so please support RTOS!!   Also, remember to check our website at www.RTOSonline.org for more information and updates.   The bus trip to Williamsport, PA to Lorraine Stetts’ home to hear her late husband Jim’s residence organ is selling out fast as this Blower goes to press and may be sold out by the time you read this.  If you would like to go but have not signed up, you may call me at 585-670-0442 to find out if spaces are still availa-ble.  Many thanks to Lorraine Stetts and to our organists Tim Schramm and Connor Ream for making what will be a great trio possible.  
                       Paul Law 
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A Letter from your President 

Membership News 
by Ken Veneron 

  Membership is now  accepting 2016 renewals.  Renew early and avoid the Christmas rush!        At concerts: 
·  Assistance at       Membership Table 
·   Ticket Seller  

Support RTOS via  Amazon Smile 
  Do you shop on Amazon .com? Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible  Amazon Smile purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. Support RTOS  by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com and select Rochester Theater Organ Soci-ety as your charity.  Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know— same products, same prices, same service.  Every time you shop Amazon Smile you can provide additional sup-port to RTOS! 

Visit RTOS on the web at www.rtosonline.org or by  using the barcode reader app on your tablet or smartphone to scan this QR  symbol. 

Check out the RTOS  Website! 



 

 

RTOS Blower 3 
Kevin Scott is RTOS  Honorary Member 

Congratula-tions to Kevin Scott who is the newest Honorary Member of RTOS.  A plaque was presented to Kevin during the June concert by RTOS President Paul law and Pro-gram chair Russ Shaner.  Kevin was honored for his years of service to the society, serving as President, Vice-President and as a Director.  He was particularly recognized for the many years he has worked on the maintenance crews of both organs.  

Hector Olivera Makes Triumphant  Return to Rochester 
Always a hit with the RTOS audiences, Hector’s eighth concert here was certainly the charm.  While the ‘Maestro’ seldom performs on theatre organs, he admits to having a soft spot in his heart for RTOS and has many fond memories of playing here early in his career.  From beginning to end, Hector put the RTOS-Grierson organ through its paces with an enthusiasm and expertise that brought the appreciative audience to its feet. 

Hector Tours Eastman  School and Con-ducts Master Class for   Organ Students 

Greg Spring photo 
Greg Spring photo 

During his visit to Rochester, Hector visited the Eastman Theater where he was given an exten-sive tour of Kodak Hall, Kilbourn Hall and the organ equipped classrooms of the school.  Next, he was taken to Christ Church where he ’tried out’ the famous Craighead-Saunders or-gan as well as the recently installed 19th century Hook & Hastings instru-ment.   A visit to East-man’s Sibley music library topped off the afternoon.  Many thanks to David Higgs’ assistant, Edward Dean, the liaison to RTOS for conducting the insightful tour of this world famous facility.   
Each year, in preparation for the annual Eastman Bunch concert, RTOS engages an artist to conduct an educational session for the entire class of organ students.  This year, Hector Olivera did the honors on the Monday evening following his concert.  In a Master class that lasted for nearly two hours Hector covered a multitude of subjects relating to the place that theatre instruments hold in the greater world of organs. It was an extraordinary evening for the 32 Eastman students and faculty members attending. 

Hector plays the fa-mous Craighead-Saunders organ at Christ Church 
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Paul Law photo 
Hector playing rare Pedal Piano at Eastman School 

Greg Spring photo 

Hector with ESM organ students and faculty following the Monday master class 

2015 RTOS Fund  Raising Campaign 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the fund raising cam-paign.  Your generous response to this appeal has been most heart-warming.  As this Blower goes to press we have received donations totaling $8,767.00.  Our goal of $10,000 by year end is in sight, but your dona-tion is still needed to meet it.                   - Paul Law 

Autumn Leaves Bus Trip to Williamsport 

Have you signed up for the October 17th bus trip to hear Tim Schramm and Connor Ream?  As of Sept. 15th seats were selling fast.  If you would like to go but have not yet registered, Call Paul Law at    585-670-0442 to check availability.   
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change 
 Nathan Avakian          Oct 4     2:30PM John Ledwon           Nov 8    2:30PM Tim Schramm           Dec 13    2:30PM Justin Stahl            Feb 21    2:30PM Eastman Bunch /Justin LaVoie  Apr 24    2:30PM David Gray            May 22   2:30PM Dan Minervini           Jun 19    2:30PM 

Paul Law, President Ted McWharf, Vice-President Christine Van Stean,  Secretary Ken Veneron, Treasurer David Higgs, Director Rick McCutchan, Director Richard Neidich, Director Tim Schramm, Director Greg Spring, Director Roger Wood, Director Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 
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Pops “Theater Organ” Concert 

Name: Address: Email: 
 
Drop this coupon at the membership table to learn more about RTOS! 

Nathan Avakian 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 
 Open Console Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 Oct 25    Nov 8      Dec 20 
“Open Console” is when members are given a time slot to play one of the Society’s theater pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the sound.  

 UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society 

 Ken Double with silent film Wed, October 7th, 7:30 PM—$10.00 (3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda  Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
 Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) Jason Comet accomp. “Nosferatu” Sunday, Oct.18th, 2:30 PM - $15 (3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 
 Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) Ken Double  Friday, October 9th, 7:30 PM—$25.00 ($20/senior) Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://www.ktos.ca/index.html 
 Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS) Ken Double Monday, October 5th, 8:00 PM—$20.00 Concerts at: Casa Loma, 1 Austin Terrace, Toronto ON, CA (4/21 Wurlitzer) Tickets: (416) 492-6262    email: box-office@ttos.ca Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/  
 Binghamton Theatre Organ Society Sunday, Oct. 4th, 2:00 PM - $20 Jim Ford accomp. Harold Lloyd’s “The Freshman” & “Hot Water” John Ledwon Sunday, Nov 22nd, 2:00 PM - $20 236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. Info/ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert 

Invite your friends to attend this month's concert  by giving them one of the discount coupons below: 

Name: Address: Email: 
 
Drop this coupon at the membership table to learn more about RTOS! 

 at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY Sunday, October 4 @ 2:30PM 
   
 On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ  
 Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society 

 $10 admission per person with this coupon (regularly $15) (Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)   

Nathan Avakian 
 at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY Sunday, October 4 @ 2:30PM 

   
 On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ  
 Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society 

 $10 admission per person with this coupon (regularly $15) (Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)   

Nathan Avakian 


