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Celebrate the Holidays at Home.
Tim Schramm & Friends Streaming on
YouTube Begins Monday, Dec. 4, 2020.

The Rochester Theater Organ Society
Proudly Presents

“We Need a Little Christmas”
A Virtual Holiday Celebration
Starring

Tim Schramm
& Friends
Join Tim as he welcomes:
Joe Blackburn
Tim Burdick
Calvin C. Cupp
Mark Daniels
Joe Hagen
Bob Humphrey
Brett Miller
Dennis Overholt
Kelly Petro
Robert Poovey
and the Oasis Tappers

Videography by Bob Bower

Featuring 5 organs in
4 Outstanding Venues
Details on Page 3
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RTOS Blower

Rochester Theater Organ Society
(Founded 1964)
PO Box 17114
Rochester, NY 14617
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295
http://www.rtosonline.org
—————————
M
C
Ken Wilson
11 Bly St.
Rochester, NY 14620
(585) 690-5479
Ken.wilson213@gmail.com
Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)
Full: $75.00
Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00

——————————
B
E
Laura Finger
22 Blue Avocado Ln.
Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 298-9786
laurab78@rochester.rr.com
——————————
O
C
Martin Ippolito
PO Box 17438
Rochester, NY 14617
(585) 266-6337
——————————
P
C
Russ Shaner
(585) 266-2854
r.shaner@rochester.rr.com
Visit the RTOS website at:
www.rtosonline.org
Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to RTOS,
type smile.amazon.com in your web
browser and enter “Rochester Theater
Organ Society” as your charity.
Do you use Facebook? Help us
publicize RTOS:
Visit our page (Rochester Theatre
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us.
Post our concert posters on your
Facebook page.

Just $1
Help RTOS keep the music playing. If everyone drops $1 into a donation box at each concert it will pay
the yearly cost for our publications.

President’s Letter
We are excited to be able to bring concerts to you
again! Through the great video and technical skills of
Vice-President Bob Bower and the musical production
skills and talent of Tim Schramm, we are able to present
this wonderful Christmas concert. They have spent
weeks in the production, traveling to Tim’s home, the
Auditorium Theater, the George Eastman House, and St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church. We are thankful to have been
able to access all these locations and be able to include
organs you may not have heard before. Tim did a great job decorating
his house – and is leaving it that way to be already decorated for
December! The program will be available on our YouTube channel
starting December 4th. Please note that RTOS has provided the funding
to produce this program and it will be available for free for anyone to
watch. RTOS would sincerely appreciate donations to help underwrite
the production costs and will be including information in the program for
people who wish to donate.
I spent the summer watching theatre organ concerts on my very old
smartphone while I was enjoying Keuka Lake. You should be able to
watch the concert on your smartphone, iPad, computer, or smart TV.
We hope to be able to provide other programs on our YouTube channel
in the future. If you have not searched YouTube for theatre organ
concerts, you will find many artists and organizations have been offering
them this summer and fall.
Our access to the Auditorium Theatre remains very limited.
Although movie theaters have been allowed to open at 25% capacity,
live production theaters remain closed. There is still a limit of 50 people
in a gathering. Russ Shaner continues to be in contact with the
Auditorium Theatre management. We have used the down time for
repairs and tuning of the organs. Kevin Scott, Andrew Magin, and Mark
Smith just completed a re-leathering project on the Eisenhart organ.
The Board has been actively meeting on Zoom, and will have our
Annual Meeting, as required in our by-laws, on Zoom on December 6 at
2 pm. As with the Christmas concert, you will be able to access it
through your phone, iPad, tablet, or computer. An invitation code will be
sent to you through our email blasts to members who have provided
their email addresses. Please make sure yours is up to date. If you
cannot attend and wish to comment or provide information to the Board
you can email me.
We need to continue our fundraising, with the goal of $10,000.
Many thanks to those who have contributed already, it is really
appreciated. Your contributions help us continue to maintain our great
organs, pay for production and mailing of the Blower, pay for Auditorium
staff that provide production, lighting and security services. We will
continue to work on providing other concerts or music on the YouTube
channel, and contributions will help with those expenses. You may also
make contributions in memory of a loved one. We will be listing
contributions made in memory of others in a future Blower.
On behalf of the entire Board, I wish you a very joyous holiday
season and a Happy New Year!
—Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com)

RTOS Blower
RTOS Holiday Concert to be
available Online Dec. 4th
Although we cannot produce live
concerts at the Auditorium Theatre right
now due to COVID-19, Tim Schramm and
Friends have put together a fantastic
program to brighten the holidays,
“We Need a Little Christmas” will begin
streaming on the RTOS YouTube channel
on Monday, December 4th. It is free to
watch and you will be able to access it at
any time during the holidays.

How to Watch!
You must have an internet-enabled
smartphone (iPhone or Android) OR a tablet (iPad, etc.) OR an internet connected
computer OR an internet connected smart
TV or Internet TV adapter (Roku, Apple
TV, etc.).
Using a phone app, Google, or other
search engine, go to YouTube (or type
www.youtube.com) or open the YouTube
app on your smart TV. When you reach
YouTube, in the search bar please type in:
rochester theater organ society to bring
up the RTOS channel. Click on the file for
“We Need a Little Christmas.” Or, you
may go to the RTOS website
(www.rtosonline.org). Find and click the
link for the Christmas program which will
take you to YouTube.
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The Rochester Theater Organ Society Presents
“We Need a Little Christmas”
A Virtual Holiday Celebration

We Need a Little Christmas
*Brett Miller
Winter Wonderland
Tim Schramm, Dennis Overholt
The Christmas Song Tim Schramm, Tim Burdick, Calvin C. Cupp
Sweet Little Jesus Boy
Mark Daniels
Toccata on Joy to the World
**Robert Poovey
Santa Claus is Coming to Town
Kelly Petro, Bob Humphrey
Panis Angelicus
Joe Hagen
Hark the Herald Angels Sing Tim Schramm, Dennis Overholt
White Christmas
***Joe Blackburn
Santa Claus is Coming to Town
*The Oasis Tappers
Merry Christmas Darling
*Brett Miller
Let it Snow
Kelly Petro, Bob Humphrey
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Tim Burdick
In the Bleak Midwinter
Mark Daniels
Sleighride
*Tim Schramm
Ave Maria
Joe Hagen
Gesu Bambino/Away in a Manger
**Tim Schramm
I'll be Home for Christmas
*Tim Schramm
Performance Locations:
The Victoria M. Schramm Memorial Music Room
in the home of Tim Schramm, Newark, NY
*Auditorium Theatre, Rochester, – RTOS 4/23 Wurlitzer
**St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Rochester – IV/68 E. M. Skinner
***George Eastman Museum, Rochester – IV/106 Aeolian
Videography by Bob Bower

Enhance Your Viewing
Experience

The Cost of Doing
Business

Annual Funds Drive
Continues

The RTOS Holiday program
was produced in HD with
stereophonic sound. You can
enhance your enjoyment of the
program by viewing it on a
computer monitor with a good
speaker setup or headphones.
Better yet, to take full advantage of
this high quality program, you may
wish to view it on a large screen
smart TV with a quality audio
sound system.
Hint: If your phone or tablet
and TV are connected to your WiFi, you may be able to ‘cast’ the
program to the TV.
Are you thoroughly confused?
Ask your grandchildren for help!

While our Holiday show is
free to view on the internet, we
remind you that nothing is really
free in today’s world.
With membership for current
members automatically extended
through 2021, you will not have
to renew for next year. To help
defray the cost of producing “We
Need a Little Christmas” a
message will appear in the video
encouraging those who wish to
donate through our website.

We are well on our way towards
meeting our 2020 Fall Funds
Drive goal of $10,000.00. Your
contribution will be greatly
appreciated. Remember you can
make a tax free donation as part of
your RMD from a qualified 401K
retirement account.

Free to a Good Home
FREE to a good home (you
move), a well-maintained
Hammond T-495 tone-wheel spinet
with built-in Leslie and Rhythm II.
Call John Lukes at (585) 820-9903

Christine Van Stean, President
Bob Bower, Vice-President
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership
Robert Hunter, Treasurer
Paul Law, Past-President
David Higgs, Director
Ted McWharf, Director
Greg Spring, Director
Russ Shaner, Director, Programs
Ken Veneron, Director, Mailing

Gail M. Grierson
RTOS is saddened
to report the passing
of Gail Grierson on
July 30, six weeks
before her 91st birthday. Gail was the
daughter-in-law of
Tom Grierson, who played the 4/23
in the RKO Palace days. She was
predeceased by her husband Jack
in 2001 who was a Life Member of
RTOS, and her son John in 2008
who served as President of RTOS.

Are You on our
Email List?

Gail is survived by her daughter Lana (Gary) Brumbaugh;
grandchildren Keith (Nancy)
Grierson, Amy (Albert) Melita,
Jennifer (Brian) Riley, Laura
(Thomas) Finger, and Mark
Brumbaugh; great-grandchildren
Sydney, Dylan, Dakota, Sam,
Emily, Andrew, Natalie, Ian,
Michael, and Daniel; brother
Henry Versluys; nephews
James and Richard Versluys;
and special cousins and friends.

It is more important than ever
that RTOS members and friends
join our email list. We use it
sparingly, and we promise not
to fill your inbox with anything
approaching spam. Joining is
simple. Just send a short email
note to our Secretary Ken Wilson
and request that he add you to the
list. Send your request to:

ken.wilson213@gmail.com

The Rochester Theater Organ Society
2020 Annual Funds Drive
Suggested Donation Levels:
Sponsorship Level
President’s Circle
Guardian
Benefactor

Single Donation
$500+
$250 - $499
$100 - $249

Send completed form and your contribution to:
RTOS c/o Ken Wilson - Secretary
11 Bly Street
Rochester, NY 14620

Sponsorship Level
Sponsor
Patron
Friend

Single Donation
$50 - $99
$25 - $49
$10 - $24

Method of Payment:
Check/Money order
Credit Card
Amount of Contribution _________

Credit Card Number ______________________ Expiration Date ________ CSC _________
Make checks/money orders payable to: RTOS
Mo/Yr 3 digit code on card back
Please print legibly and include phone and/or email

Name/s:
Address:
Email:

Phone: (

)

RTOS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation
100% of your contribution is tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the annual list of donors unless otherwise specified

