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RTOS Launches You Tube Channel - Page 4 

Dear Members and Friends of the RTOS family, 
 

We are very sorry to announce the cancellation of RTOS concerts for the remainder of 2020.  Your 
Board of Directors continues to closely monitor government-issued guidelines but unfortunately due 
to COVID-19, we have no choice.   
 

We remain in frequent communication with the management of the Auditorium Theatre.  While they 
have tentative plans to resume operations early in 2021, unfortunately they have no idea when they 
will actually be able to reopen. The use of the Auditorium will be controlled by rules for gathering and 
rules for non-essential businesses from the city, county, and state.  No one knows when we will have 
the ability to meet in groups or when the Auditorium will reopen its doors. 
 

RTOS artists scheduled for the Spring of 2020 will be included in next year’s schedule.  We are also 
selecting the artists to fill the remaining slots for 2021.  We would like to introduce some new artists 
and ideas for programs based on themes and asking the artists to suggest themes and new ideas.  
We will be able to use this information in our advertising, attracting new people, and new members - 
introducing them to our organ. 
 

While we have booked tentative dates for the first half of 2021 and are working closely with the 
Auditorium Management, we are unable to publicize them at this time as they may change due to the 
Auditorium’s uncertainty of their 2021 show dates. 
 

Eisenhart open consoles for the rest of the year may or may not take place.  Tentative dates for the 
remainder of 2020 are: October 18, November 15 and December 20. (Sundays 11AM - 4PM.) Please 
contact Martin Ippolito at (585) 266-6337 or check the RTOS website for the latest information. 
 

As previously stated, your 2019 – 2020 membership will be extended through 2021. You will not get 
membership renewal cards this year.  We will, however conduct our annual fund-raising campaign 
throughout the fall months.  Please see the announcement of this on page 4. 
  
We will be contacting members with information about the resumption of activities in several ways:   
• We will send an email blast to members with the schedule when it is completed.  If you don’t get our 

email blasts from RTOS – Administrator  and would like to be added to the list, please email Ken 
Wilson at: ken.wilson213@gmail.com with your email address.   

• We will have the information on our website - check www.rtosonline.org  .   
• Call the RTOS information line at:(585) 234-2295 
• We will be producing a Blower before the first 2021 concert with the schedule and important 

information. 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 
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Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
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Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
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Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

  What a difficult and unusual year this has been!  
Instead of concerts and Board meetings at my house it 
has been cancellations and Zoom meetings.  We have 
been actively tracking gathering rules and working with 
the Auditorium management.  We have been working on 
improvements and new adventures.  David Peckham has 
rebuilt the vibraphone and repairs to some of the 
windlines have been made while we have had the time to 
make those improvements.  Bob Bower has been 

creating a You Tube channel which will give us the opportunity to have 
people near and far experience our wonderful organ and the artists.  
Hopefully, we will be able to present programs in the very near future 
this way – even if we can’t do them live with an audience.  Richard 
Neidich, Ken Wilson and Bob Bower are working on updating and 
improving our website.  Stay tuned for more information –  our website 
(RTOSonline.com) will have the latest information. 

While we do not have the expenses of the concerts we still have 
expenses of repairs, mailing, insurances, printing, and equipment.  We 
will not be collecting dues again until Fall 2021- so no new revenue will 
be received for a year.  We are holding the Annual Fund Drive  this year 
to help us meet the costs until the membership dues are received next 
year.  We are extremely grateful to previous donors who have 
generously supported our organization.  We would also like to recognize 
people who have donated to RTOS in memory of loved ones this year , 
including those of the Grierson family in memory of Gail Grierson and 
my friends and family in memory of my dear mom Doris Montgomery.  
Remember, you may also donate directly to RTOS through your RMD 
program – see your tax advisor. 

The Board has worked hard to continue to meet the requirements 
of our bylaws during this unusual time.  Both the election and the Annual 
Meeting present difficulties.  We are holding the election presenting the 
three Directors whose two year term is ending and are seeking renewal.  
There will be a space on the ballot for write ins.  The Ballots must be 
mailed in – there will not be concerts to drop them off.   If anyone is 
interested in joining the Board as a Director please contact me.  The 
Annual meeting is difficult to plan at this time because of current 
gathering rules and our concern for the health and safety of our 
members.   We are considering holding the Annual Meeting after the 
first concert, having a Zoom meeting, or delaying it till Fall 2021. 

Stay well!  Looking forward to seeing all of you in 2021. 

                  —Chris Van Stean 
(cvs250@gmail.com) 

Visit the RTOS website at: 
www.rtosonline.org   

Do you use Facebook? Help us 
publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit  our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post  our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon?  

  To direct your support to RTOS, 
type smile.amazon.com in your web 
browser and enter “Rochester Theater 
Organ Society ”  as your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  If everyone drops $1 into a do-
nation box at each concert it will pay 
the yearly cost for our publications. 

Just $1 
Are You on our Email List? 

It is more important than ever that RTOS members and friends join our 
email list.  We use it sparingly, and we promise not to fill your inbox with 
anything approaching spam.  Joining is simple.  Just send a short email 
note to our Secretary Ken Wilson and request that he add you to the list.  
Send your request to:  ken.wilson213@gmail.com  
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RTOS Announces Annual “Vote by Mail” Election  

Summary 
 

This year's election is for three Directors to a two-year term ending in the year 2022. 
 

• Present Directors David Higgs, Andrew Magin and Greg Spring are running for re-election.   
• Directors Ted McWharf,  Russ Shaner and  Ken Veneron , will serve the remaining year of their 

current term.  
The Officers elected last year will serve the remaining year of their current term. 

 
Voting Procedures 

 

Details are on the Ballot.  Write-in(s) are acceptable and space is provided on the Ballot for this purpose. 
 

Ballots must be received by the Election Teller before 10:00PM on Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020 to be valid. Be-
cause there are no concerts this fall, ALL  ballots must be mailed to be counted.  Please mail ballots directly 
to the Election Teller Gary Brumbaugh, 72 Crowne Pointe Drive, Penfield, NY 14526. 
. 

 

We urge all eligible members to cast their ballots for the candidates of their choice. 
 

Voting Eligibility 
 

All Regular 2020 and Honorary Members are asked to vote on the Official Ballots that are mailed with their 
copy of the Blower. New 2021 Regular members, and all Associate, Student, and Complimentary members 
will receive the biographies and voided ballots since they are ineligible to vote in this year's election (the rea-
son for dummy ballots for members ineligible to vote is because of postal regulations that require identical 
pieces and weight in each piece in the mailing). 

                                                                      David Higgs 
 

David Higgs is chair of the Department of Organ, Sacred Music, and Historical Keyboards at 
the Eastman School of Music.  A native of New York City, he held his first position as a church 
organist at age 10 and has demonstrated his affection for theater organ music at the 'Eastman 
Bunch' concerts. Professor Higgs has been a key player in the collaboration between RTOS 
and the ESM and avidly supports greater collaborations between classical and theater organ 
communities.  David enjoys playing Theatre Organ and can often be found “trying one out”. 
STATEMENT: I am committed to helping create the next generation of theater organists 
through our collaboration with Eastman and RTOS. To do so, among other things, I hope to 

eventually develop a certificate in Theater Organ Performance at Eastman, with RTOS an integral element in 
its execution and success.   

Greg Spring 
 

A lifelong resident of East Rochester, Greg first became a RTOS member in the late 60's, 
along with his parents.  He was taught to play the organ by Dottie White and Don Scott, and 
worked with Ken Veneron on the Eastman House Organ.  Greg is currently RTOS Librarian.  
Outside of RTOS, Greg has served as a union president, a media director for East Rochester 
schools, and an Actors Equity Inc. accredited lighting and audio engineer.  He has also served 
on the Board of Deacons, and is currently serving as Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees and 
Chair of the Finance Committee at the First Baptist Church of East Rochester. 
STATEMENT: I want to do everything I can to increase membership, and find alternate re-

sources for funding, such as advertising, grants, and sponsorships.  

                                                And rew Magin 
 

Apponted to the RTOS Board to fill a vacancy in early 2020, Andrew has enjoyed the sound of 
the theater organ from a very young age, he studied Classical Voice Performance at Roberts 
Wesleyan College. In his spare time, Andrew enjoys his hobby of amatuer radio and volun-
teers on the organ work crew at the Eisenhart Auditorium. Andrew also spends time working 
on his own 2/8 Wurlitzer (Opus 1812). Andrew works for Monroe County Public Safety Com-
munications as a Public Safety Radio Technician.  
.  
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RTOS Announces Annual Funds Drive 

  In announcing our Annual Fall Funds Drive, we 
have again set a goal of $10,000.00.  This year, 
even though we have saved money by not producing 
concerts, many of our expenses including organ 
maintenance and rebuilding, the production and 
mailing of the Blower, etc., continue.  Additionally, 
more work on both organs is planned for 2021.  
   This year we will have no income from member-
ship renewals so your contributions to the annual 
drive will be our major source of income.  Please re-
member that you can make a tax free donation as 
part of your RMD from a retirement account.  You 
may also wish to include RTOS in your estate plans.    
 Your contribution is greatly appreciated. 

Our world is changing and RTOS is working 
hard to embrace the amazing opportunities that tech-
nology and the Internet bring us.  Along with many 
other Theatre Organ organizations RTOS has 
launched its own channel on You Tube.  There are 
several videos currently available to view and we 
have big plans to make our future concerts and activ-
ities available to a worldwide audience.  Many thanks 
to our technicians; Bob Bower, Ted McWharf, Rich-

ard Neidich and Roger Wood.   
We urge you to look us up on You Tube and 

SUBCRIBE to the channel.  To find us on the web, 
Google “You Tube ” and when you reach the site 
type  “Rochester Theater Organ Society ” in the 
search bar.  Happy viewing. 

RTOS Launches You Tube Channel 

The Rochester Theater Organ Society 
2020 Annual Funds Drive 

 

Suggested Donation Levels: 
Sponsorship Level    Single Donation               Sponsorship Level    Single Donation 

    President’s Circle       $500+                      Sponsor           $50 - $99 
    Guardian            $250 - $499                  Patron            $25 - $49 
    Benefactor           $100 - $249                  Friend             $10 - $24 

 

Send completed form and your contribution to:                     Method of Payment: 
 RTOS % Ken Wilson - Secretary                           Check/Money    Order Credit Card 
 11 Bly Street 
 Rochester, NY 14620                                    Amount of Contribution _________ 
 

                 Credit Card Number ______________________ Expiration Date ________ CSC _________ 
Make checks/money orders payable to: RTOS                             Mo/Yr  3 digit code on card back 

 

Please print legibly and include phone and/or email  
 

Name/s: 
 

Address: 
 

Email:                                       Phone: (      ) 
 

RTOS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 
100% of your contribution is tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the annual list of donors unless otherwise specified 


