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All RTOS Activities Through June Canceled 

   You can donate directly to 
RTOS from your retirement 
accounts using your RMD 
(Required Minimum Distribution) 
and save on income taxes!   
   RMDs are minimum amounts 
that a retirement plan account 
owner must withdraw annually 
starting with the year that he or 
she reaches 72 (70 ½ if you 
reached 70 ½ before January 
1, 2020).  Instead of sending a  

Save on Your Taxes When Donating to RTOS 

by Chris Van Stean 

donation check to RTOS 
yourself, you can ask the 
company holding your 
retirement account to donate 
directly to RTOS. This donation 
would be part of your RMD – 
but you would not have to pay 
income taxes on the donated 
amount, saving you income 
taxes on the donated amount.  
This would save you money at 
the same time benefiting RTOS. 

   Since membership dues do 
not cover our expenses, 
donations are very important in 
maintaining our organ and 
concert schedule.  The 
donation process must be 
arranged early enough in 
advance to allow your company 
time to send the donation 
before December 31.   
   For more information, please 
contact your tax advisor.   

We are very sorry to announce the cancellation of all RTOS activities for the Spring season.  Your 
Board of Directors has been closely monitoring government-issued guidelines and we have no choice.   
• We have been in contact with the management of the Auditorium Theater, and they are busy 

rescheduling their Spring and Summer shows. The use of the Auditorium will be controlled by rules 
for gathering and rules for non-essential businesses from the city, county, and state.  No one knows 
when we will have the ability to meet in groups or when the Auditorium will reopen its doors. 

• RTOS artists scheduled for April, May, and June will be included in next year’s schedule.  We are 
also selecting the artists to fill the remaining slots for next season.  We would like to introduce some 
new artists and ideas for programs based on themes and asking the artists to suggest themes and 
new ideas.  We will be able to use this information in our advertising, attracting new people, and new 
members - introducing them to our organ. 

• We are working closely with the Auditorium Management to obtain dates for the RTOS 2020-2021 
concert series. This is a huge task to balance for the Auditorium management with the full schedule 
they had and the rebooking of the Spring shows.  We have had positive feedback about having 
shows at the Eisenhart and will be looking at that location for concerts. 

• Unfortunately, the May 10 Open Console session on the 4/23 is canceled.  Eisenhart open consoles 
for the rest of the year may or may not take place.  Please contact Martin Ippolito at (585) 266-6337 
or check the RTOS website for the latest information. 

• Your 2019 – 2020 membership will be extended through 2021. You will get more information about 
this in future updates.  

We will be contacting members with information about the Fall season in several ways:   
• We will send an email blast to members with the schedule when it is completed.  If you don’t get our 

email blasts from RTOS – Administrator  and would like to be added to the list, please email Ken 
Wilson at: ken.wilson213@gmail.com with your email address.   

• We will have the information on our website - check www.rtosonline.org  .   
• Call the RTOS information line at:(585) 234-2295 
• We will be producing a Blower before the first concert with the schedule and important information. 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Wilson 
11 Bly St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 690-5479 

Ken.wilson213@gmail.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

  During these very difficult times I hope that everyone 
is staying well, staying safe, and staying home.  Your 
RTOS officers and directors are working hard to arrange 
a great season of concerts and sincerely hope we can 
resume activities in the fall.   
  A member recently shared with me his idea of 
increasing membership and publicity.  He purchases two 
memberships each year, and uses one to invite different 
friends to the concerts.  He supports RTOS by 

introducing many new people to the theatre organ – and it is a special 
treat for his friends!  If you would like to do this, please talk to Ken 
Wilson, our Secretary and Membership Chair. 
  If  you missed the February concert with the Eastman Bunch and the 
ATOS Convention YTOC Winner, you also missed our surprise 
Honorary Membership Award to Professor William Porter. Professor 
Porter and Jonathan Ortloff created the Eastman Bunch in 2007.  Each 
year, Professor Porter introduces the students of the Organ Sacred 
Music and Historical Keyboards Department to the RTOS Grierson 
Wurlitzer with a goal of removing the barriers between the classical and 
theater organ worlds and discovering their commonality.  Students 
become skilled in adapting to different types of instruments, requiring 
different techniques, and also becoming more comfortable with 
improvisation.  Professor Porter wrote after the concert: 
  I am much moved by your kindness in giving me honorary 
membership in the RTOS and the beautiful plaque now hangs proudly 
on the wall of my study where I can see it every day.  Your kindness to 
our students over the years means much to me as well; it is a joy to 
work with them, with you, and the wonderful Opus 1951. 
  We also recognized Paul Law for his outstanding work as “Babysitter 
Extraordinaire” in setting up the organ and attending the practice 
sessions for the Eastman Bunch students. He makes the program 
possible! 
  The 2019 ATOS YTOC winner Aaron Hawthorne was thrilled with the 
opportunity to play our RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer.  He won the 
competition after his concert at the Eisenhart Auditorium.  Many 
members commented they really enjoyed his concert and would love to 
have him back. He was quite surprised by the weather – a real change 
from his visit here during the Convention in July.  He quickly noticed the 
difference between the 19 degrees Fahrenheit here and 19 degrees 
Celsius he was thinking about when he first saw 19 degrees! 
  The Eastman Bunch concert contributes to our Mission and Third 
Goal of Supporting and Providing Education each year. 
                  —Chris Van Stean (cvs250@gmail.com) 

Visit the RTOS website at: 
www.rtosonline.org   

Do you use Facebook? Help us 
publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit  our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post  our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon?  

  To direct your support to RTOS, 
type smile.amazon.com in your web 
browser and enter “Rochester Theater 
Organ Society ”  as your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  If everyone drops $1 into a do-
nation box at each concert it will pay 
the yearly cost for our publications. 

Just $1 

April Bus Trip Canceled 

by Chris Van Stean 

The Dickinson 50th Anniversary program scheduled for the end of April 
has been canceled as has our planned bus trip.  Our agent at the travel 
company is working from home, as are all of her business contacts, 
making getting information on deposit refunds very difficult.  I will keep 
in touch with everyone involved. 
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Prof. Bill Porter 

Named 36th RTOS 

 Honorary Member 

by Russ Shaner 

ROCHESTER’S GREATEST ORGAN:  

154 Ranks - 4 Manuals 

by Russ Shaner 

  It required 18 months to build 
this tremendous instrument, billed 
as "the world’s largest theater 
pipe organ" in the advertisements 
and publicity announcing the 
opening of the theatre.  It is more 
than likely that the claim was valid 
in 1922 and had it survived that in 
this year of 2020 it would still 
retain that status. 
  The organ, built by the Austin 
Organ Company of Hartford, 
Connecticut, had over 10,000 
pipes, many percussion 
instruments and a complete toy 
counter. It was situated in eight 
expression chambers built into 
tiers above the south end of the 
stage floor.  The largest  
chambers was 30 feet long, 12 
feet wide and 25 feet high. 
  The four main air chests were 
built with Austin’s famous 

universal 
“walk-in” 
design which 
assured that 
there was no 
air "robbing".  

The largest of these chests, all of 
which could be entered by means 
of air locks while the organ was 
playing, was 34 feet long, 12 feet 
de, and 7 feet high - large  

enough to allow the serving of 
75 people seated at a banquet 
table within its confines. 
  The organ spoke through the 
proscenium arch instead of 
above or on either side, as is the 
case in most theatres, this 
arrangement contributing to its 
effectiveness in accompanying 
an orchestra or silent film.  The 
only exception to the backstage 
chambers, the echo organ, was 
located above the central dome 
of the ceiling.  Unfortunately, in 
later years stage curtains and 
the added orchestra shell greatly 
muffled the organ and seriously 

compromised its usefulness.   
  The large 4-manual console 
was located on a lift that rose 
out of the orchestra pit. It could 
be rolled from the lift onto the 
stage floor and positioned 
anywhere on the stage. 
 In 1950-1951, Austin Organs 
rebuilt the console in a more 
conventional style, eliminating 
many of the complicated and 
unusual features of the original 
design; other repairs were made 
and the theatre-style traps 
removed. The organ was 
removed in 1971 and parts 
dispersed.  Three ranks were 
acquired by RTOS and are 
installed in the Eisenhart 
auditorium Wurlitzer. The 
console was later relocated to 
the Cathedral-Basilica of SS. 
Peter & Paul in Philadelphia, 
where it was renovated to play 
the Austin/Tellers organ there. 
 

Originally printed in the February 
2020 concert program 

Solid brass 
plate from 
console 
measures  
4.5” x 5”  
and weighs  
2 pounds.  
(Russ Shaner 
collection) 

  In the photo below, RTOS 
President Chris Van Stean and 
Past-President Paul Law 
present an Honorary Member 
plaque to ESM’s Professor 
William Porter during the 
Eastman Bunch concert on 
February 9th.  A co-founder of 
the RTOS/ESM collaboration in 
2007, Bill has been the driving 
force in its ongoing successful 
goal to keep the music playing. 

Greg Spring photo 
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RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

 

 All upcoming concerts are canceled  
and will be rescheduled  

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

Jun 21, Jul 19, Aug 16, 
Sep 6, Oct 18, Nov 15, Dec 20 

All Open Console dates are subject to 
cancellation through the end of the year. 
“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theatre 
pipe organs. Listeners welcome.  Come to play, 
or enjoy the music.  

Christine Van Stean, President 
Bob Bower, Vice-President 
Ken Wilson, Secretary, Membership 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Paul Law, Past-President 
David Higgs, Director 
Ted McWharf, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Director, Programs 
Ken Veneron, Director, Mailing 
 

 
 

Theatre Organ Online 
 

Due to the ongoing worldwide pandemic, virtually  
all public concerts are canceled or postponed. 
 
Many outstanding artists in all genres of music,  
including theatre and classical organ, are  
performing online concerts on the internet. 
 
It would be impossible to attempt to provide infor-
mation about individual artists or programs.  If you  
are on Facebook, there are a number of groups 
where you can look to find information.  Or, you may 
search YouTube or use a search engine such as 
Google to find your favorite artists.  

Jonathan Ortloff Congratulates Prof. Porter - VIA Video 

  During his college days at the   
U of R/ESM, Jon Ortloff became 
very active with RTOS.  Although 
he was studying classical organ at 
ESM, Jon was anxious to expand 
his interest in playing and working 
on theatre organs.  He became an 
active member of the 4/23 
maintenance crew during the 
installation of the new electronic 
relay and combination systems.    
  While serving on the RTOS 
Board of Directors in 2007, he 
made the original proposal for a 
RTOS concert featuring him and 
ESM professor William Porter.  It 
was an immediate hit with the 
audience.  They gave a repeat  

organ builder based in Boston, MA 
and we thought it would be a great 
surprise if he could join us for the 
presentation of Bill’s plaque.  
Unfortunately, Jon was unable to 
travel due to bad weather and 
illness, so he did the next best 
thing: he prepared a video and sent 
it to our video engineer, Bob 
Bower. To the delight of all in 
attendance, Bob put it up on our 
bigger-than-life screen as part of 
the award ceremony. 
  Our thanks to Jon for sending 
the video and to Bob Bower and 
Richard Neidich who have worked 
together to make our high quality 
video presentations possible! 

performance in 2008, then in 
2009 with Public Radio’s host of 
Pipedreams Michael Barone as 
Master of Ceremonies.  From 
then on, Jon officially named it 
the “Eastman Bunch”, and was 
awarded an RTOS Honorary 
Membership in 2009.   
  Jon is now a very successful  

Ted McWharf photo 

 
 

Thank you to Paul Law for finding sealers that are perforated for ease of opening your Blower.    - Ken V. 


