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Tim Schramm Presents
Christmas Show at Eisenhart
Tim Schramm doesn’t
remember when he first started
playing the piano. He was just
too young. At the age of 10 he
was introduced to the Mighty
Wurlitzer at the Auditorium
Theatre in Rochester and it
was love at first sight. Since
that time, the organ has
become his passion. He played
his first church service at the
age of 11, and has continued
to play church services,
weddings, funerals, organ
dedications, and theatre organ
concerts.
Tim is currently a semiretired accompanist for the
Rochester City School District
and full time Director of Music
Ministries at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church in Newark,
NY. He enjoys playing for
many of the local theatre organ
groups and for many years has
been the organist at the Walnut
Hill Horse Show and Carriage
Driving Competition in
Pittsford, NY. He also works
part time for Denton, Cottier,
and Daniels piano store in
Rochester.
In April 2005, Tim traveled
to England as an artist in the
Byron Jones Organ Festivals
and to concertize on the
restored Compton theatre
organ in Bristol. He has also
played for the Kingston
Theatre Organ Society in
Kingston, Ontario, Canada, at
the Riviera Theatre in North

Ushers Needed

Tim Schramm
Eisenhart Auditorium, Rochester
Museum & Science Center
East Ave and Goodman St
Sunday, December 8, 2019
2:30 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

Tonawanda, and entertains
on the Wurlitzer located at the
NY State Fairgrounds in Syracuse during fair week each
summer. For many years Tim
served on the Board of Directors of RTOS and has served
as program chairman.
Joining Tim for this years’
holiday festivities will be Ellen
Norris Baker and her amazing skills on hand bells, pianist Dennis Overholt, saxophonist Tim Burdick, bass
player Chuck Cupp, and
singers Andrew Magin, Holly Powell, and Kelly Petro.
We may even get a surprise
visit by an old jolly friend!!

If you are
interested in
meeting /
greeting your
fellow RTOS
members,
please
consider
becoming an
usher! We need another usher
for every concert and a couple
ushers who are willing to be
substitutes.
Ushers need to be in
position before the doors open
at 1:45pm. They check for
membership cards, count
attendees, hand out programs,
and give directions.
Please contact Chris Van
Stean at cvanstean@
rochester.rr.com if you are
interested.

Library News
by Greg Spring
We have
a new batch
of concerts
that RTOS
members
may sign
out. We are
working hard
to get caught
up on our
concerts.
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Rochester Theater Organ Society
(Founded 1964)
PO Box 17114
Rochester, NY 14617
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295
http://www.rtosonline.org
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Ken Veneron
48 N. State St.
Nunda, NY 14517
(585) 468-1052
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Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)
Full: $75.00
Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00
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Laura Finger
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——————————
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Martin Ippolito
PO Box 17438
Rochester, NY 14617
(585) 266-6337
——————————
P
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Russ Shaner
(585) 266-2854
r.shaner@rochester.rr.com
Visit the RTOS website. Find
us at: www.rtosonline.org

President’s Letter
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This
is my last President’s Letter for RTOS. Having
just celebrated my 85th birthday, I decided that after serving
for three terms, not to run for re-election. You will have a new
slate of officers in 2020. I predict new, bold and fresh ideas
from those who will serve in the upcoming year. It has been
a pleasure to lead this wonderful organization for the past six
years and I thank you all for the opportunity to represent
RTOS as your President, especially at this year’s highly
successful ATOS Annual Convention. Remember that the
Board and Officers need your help to maintain the organs and the organization.
Please continue to support them with your time and finances. RTOS continues
to be recognized as one of the finest and most successful theatre organ
organizations in the world. It is up to everyone in RTOS to help to keep the
music playing in Rochester.
Tim Schramm has been hard at work preparing for the upcoming
Christmas Follies at the Eisenhart Auditorium. I urge everyone to come out
and start your December holiday celebrations with your RTOS friends. Tim
will be joined by some new faces this year, including soloist Andrew Magin, a
member of RTOS. I urge you to remain after the program and attend the short
annual meeting. This is your opportunity to meet your officers and directors
and express your views and opinions regarding the club’s operation.
Each month, I struggle with this letter. I am not a good writer and
usually have too little to say. However, I am blessed by having a publisher
who can help. Russ Shaner has added to almost all my letters since I became
President. I am often amazed at how good the prose is when it is printed.
Thanks, Russ.

Paul A Law, President
paullaw018@gmail.com
585-755-4144
Russ responds: Thank you Paul for all you have done for RTOS as
President for the past six years. It has been my pleasure to collaborate with
you on your column from time to time. The thoughts have all been yours. I
have only helped you organize and expand on them a bit. All of us owe you a
huge amount of thanks for a job well done.
Russ S.

ATOS Radio on the Web. Are You Listening?

From all of us
at RTOS

The American Theatre Organ Society’s music streaming service is totally free on the internet and provides Theatre Organ
Music 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The recently expanded
content now includes over 11,000 tracks in the rotation, including:
6,000 CD tracks, 2,500 Vinyl Remasters, 1,200 Live Concert Recordings, along with another 500 Archival (78's etc.) tracks.
There are another 1,000 plus Specialty Tracks (Chistmas/Holiday
etc.) New content is constantly being added.
It can be streamed to your smart phone or computer in any
one of a number of ways including free players from Tunein Radio and Alexa as well as directly from the ATOS website. It is
easily accessed by typing “ATOS Radio” into Google. Then click
on the top link to go to the “See and Hear” page. Then click
“Here” to access the player and instructions for use. Enjoy!

RTOS Blower

We’re Thinking About An RTOS Bus Trip!

Are you thinking about
a Spring getaway?
RTOS is looking into the
possibility of taking an
overnight trip to Wilmington,
Delaware the weekend of April
25-26, 2020.
The Dickinson Theatre
Organ Society, an organization
much like RTOS is celebrating
its 50th Anniversary in 2020.
John Dickinson High
School, located near
Wilmington is home to the
world-famous DTOS 66-rank,
dual-console Kimball theatre
pipe organ. A major highlight
of their anniversary celebration
will be a concert performed by
both Simon Gledhill and
Richard Hills on April 25th.
Tentative plans are to leave
Rochester at 7AM Saturday
morning and travel by deluxe
motorcoach to Wilmington with
an intermediate lunch/rest stop
along the way, arriving at the
historic Alfred I. duPont
“Namours” estate for an
afternoon tour of the mansion
and gardens. Following dinner

nearby we will attend the
DTOS concert before retiring to
our pre-booked hotel.
On Sunday, after breakfast
at the hotel we will tour worldfamous Longwood Gardens in
nearby Kennett Square, PA.
The final stop will be at the
Country Cupboard in Lewis burg, PA for shopping and
buffet dinner, arriving back in
Rochester at 8:30PM.
We must have a minimum
of 30 participants, with a
maximum of 50. Pricing has
yet to be determined, but will
include transportation, hotel,
admission to the concert,
Namours and Longwood
Gardens, Saturday dinner,
Sunday breakfast (at the hotel)
and dinner at Country
Cupboard. Please note that at
this time the Saturday
afternoon and Sunday itinerary
is subject to change.
If you think you might be
interested, there will be a sheet
at the membership table at
upcoming concerts. Please jot
down your contact information
and we will keep you updated.

‘Future’ RTOSers Visit the 4/23 Console
During intermission at John Ledwon’s
recent concert RTOS Director Bob Bower
invited the young people in the audience
to take a close-up look at the 4/23
console. Bob led them backstage then
down to the basement and into the
orchestra pit as other audience members
joined them at the pit rail and looked on
as Bob gave a short demonstration of
some of the magical features of the
organ. Several others also took the rare
opportunity to climb the ladders to take a
quick look into the pipe chambers.

4/23 Maintenance
As we come to the end of
another year of great music
from the RTOS-Grierson
Mighty Wurlitzer, we are happy
to report that the organ continues to function nearly perfectly.
And, In our opinion, has never
sounded better. It is monitored
closely by David Peckham as
he tunes prior to each concert
and small problems are dealt
with promptly, mostly by our
volunteer crew.
Despite all efforts, time can,
however, take its toll. Those
with sharp ears may have noticed that both our bass and
snare drums, although operational, don’t sound all that
good. Now in their 91st year,
the drum heads on both instruments have failed and are in
need of replacement. Our
crew is presently making plans
to dismount them and have the
heads replaced.
Christmas Shopping?
Yes, it’s Christmas shopping time again. What better
gift for your family members,
friends and neighbors than the
gift of theatre organ music.
A gift membership in RTOS
is the perfect gift that will be
keep giving throughout the
year. Gift memberships may be
purchased at the membership
table or online.
We hope that you will consider stopping by the membership table at the December
concert and check out our selection of CDs featuring the
RTOS 4/23. They make great
stocking stuffers.

Paul Law, President
Ted McWharf, Vice-President
Chris Van Stean, Secretary
Robert Hunter, Treasurer
Bob Bower, Director
Marie Bower, Director
David Higgs, Director
Greg Spring, Director
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs
Ken Veneron, Director
Ken Wilson, Director

RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change. Please
check out our website for latest information.
Tim Schramm @ Eisenhart Dec 8 2:30 PM
Annual meeting will follow Tim’s show
Rob Richards
Jan 12
2:30 PM
Eastman Bunch
Feb 9
2:30 PM
Donnie Rankin
Apr 5
2:30 PM
TBA
May??
2:30 PM
Nathan Avakian
June 28 2:30 PM
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM
Dec 22, Jan 20, Feb 23, Mar 15,
Apr 19, May 24, Jun 21, Jul 19, Aug 16,
Sep 6, Oct 18, Nov 15, Dec 20
“Open Console” is when members are given a
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater
pipe organs. Listeners welcome. Come to play,
or enjoy the music.

RTOS Annual Meeting
We urge you to plan to
stay for the RTOs Annual
Meeting which will immediately follow Tim Schramm’s
Holiday concert. The meeting will not be long and we
urge you to stay as your officers and directors recap
the year’s activities.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS
Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse
(315) 687-3580 Info: http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm
Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS)
(3/28 Kimball) Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA
Info: Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/
Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
(4/24 Robert Morton) 236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY.
Box Office (716) 692-2413. Info/ticketing: http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest information for their
upcoming concerts

Do you use Facebook?
Help us publicize RTOS:
Visit our page (Rochester
Theatre Organ Society) and
‘Like’ us.
Post our concert posters on
your Facebook page.

Rodgers Trio
For Sale
Three manual, full pedalboard Rodgers 321”Trio”. Excellent candidate for Hauptwerk
(VTPO) conversion. Includes
bench, two speaker cabinets.
Asking $500.00 / OBO. For
more information please contact
Paul Law at 585-755-4144 or
email paullaw018@gmail.com

Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to RTOS,
type: smile.amazon.com
in your web browser and enter
“Rochester Theater Organ Society”
as your charity.

Just $1
Help RTOS keep the music
playing. If everyone drops $1
into a donation box at each
concert it will pay the yearly cost
for our publications.

Its time to Renew!
Membership renewal cards
were sent with the October Blower.
You can renew by mail or at
upcoming concerts.

