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  A native of Southern California, 
John Ledwon first met the theatre 
organ when he was 11.  
Recognizing his extraordinary 
talent, His parents obtained a 
Hammond B3 for him, and he has 
been studying, performing and 
restoring theatre organs ever 
since. At 14, John started playing 
weddings at a Southern California 
Wedding Chapel, eventually 
playing more than 20,000 
weddings there.  At age 16 he 
became the organist for the Al 
Malaikah Shrine Auditorium 
playing their 4/71 Moller concert/
theatre organ.  At the same venue 
he was organist for the Radio City 
Music Hall Christmas Spectacular 
for two seasons.  John was also a 
regular on the Mike Douglas 
Television Show for 26 weeks. 
  John majored in organ and 
theatre arts at UCLA., graduating 
at 20.  While in college he 
traveled extensively throughout 
America and Europe as a concert 
artist.  After enrolling in graduate 
school at UCLA he was invited to 
do a 4-month USO tour of Alaska 
and Asia.  For 3 years he had his 
own weekly radio show, playing 
on the 4 manual 61 rank Robert 
Morton Theatre/Concert organ in 
the old Elks Temple in LA.  Taking 
a 20-year hiatus from the concert 
circuit to pursue his teaching high 
school career he also served both 
as president of ATOS and several 
terms on the board of directors of 
the society.  John also taught 
theatre organ at the college level 
using the Wurlitzer installed in 
Pasadena City College. 
  John lost his first dream 
instrument when his home in the 
Santa Monica Mountains was 
destroyed by a brush fire.  

 

John Ledwon 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, November 3, 2019 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

mainstream. A subsequent move 
in 2007 caused John to donate 
the instrument to the famous 
Nethercutt Collection in a Los 
Angeles suburb.  Unfortunately, 
they never used the instrument 
and sold it in 2010. 
  In 2000 John left teaching to 
become, and has remained for 
over 20 years, a staff organist at 
the Walt Disney Company’s El 
Capitan Theatre in Hollywood. 
The position and experience 
garnered there has enabled him 
to perform and tailor his own 
arrangements of Disney music to 
younger audiences. 
  He now lives in Henderson, 
Nevada, where he has installed a 
3 manual 15 rank Wurlitzer while 
maintaining a concert schedule 
including his position at the El 
Capitan plus regular  touring  
which  include  performances in  
New York City, Chicago,  
Syracuse, Rochester, Kansas 
City, Denver, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Spokane, Tulsa, 
Binghamton. He has also 
performed in Sydney, Auckland, 
Perth, Adelaide, London, Zurich, 
Interlocken and Hamburg. 
  Between performances, 
practicing, and assisting Theatre 
Organ groups around the country, 
John continues to lead an 
extremely active life being home 
probably only half the time, much 
to the distress of his feline friends, 
Aida and Athena. He remains 
dedicated to introducing the 
theatre organ to younger 
audiences and pairing the music 
performed to their era though the 
use of contemporary theatrical 
techniques and musical selections 
using bright, brassy vibrant 
arrangements.  

 

John Ledwon Returns With the Music of 
the Movies, Broadway, Disney and More 

He re-built, enlarged and re-
installed his personally designed 
4/52 Wurlitzer theatre organ, 
ultimately releasing 3 cassettes 
and 6 CD’s recorded on it.  Sev-
eral Hollywood studios used his 
instrument often to augment mo-
tion picture sound tracks.  It was 
during this period that John 
would demonstrate the instru-
ment for his high school’s clas-
ses.  As a Theatre Arts teacher 
several times a year large cast 
parties would be held at his 
home where the students would 
attentively listen to him playing 
themes from motion pictures 
and musical theatre.  It was dur-
ing this time that he began to 
understand the musical tastes of 
the teen-ager and younger adult 
in relation to listening to music 
on an instrument that wasn't  
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Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 
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Russ Shaner 
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President’s Letter 

  I hope you enjoyed the film short as part of Scott 
Foppiano’s concert. I continue to remind folks that if it 
were not for silent films, the Wurlitzer organ might not 
have existed.  
  Look carefully at the election information in this 
month’s Blower. If you would like to fill one of the soon 
to be open positions, notify me ASAP. We are always 
looking for “new Blood” in the management of our 

organization.  Your election ballot is included in this mailing.  I urge you 
to take a minute to fill it out and either mail it or bring it to this month’s 
concert and drop it in the box.   
  Our Annual Meeting will be held following the December concert. 
We promise to keep it short and I urge you to stay for it. This is your 
opportunity to provide input to help keep RTOS to keep the music 
playing.   
  The 2019 Convention is over but accolades continue to roll in. 
Attendees and ATOS Management were very pleased with the 
instruments, performers, venues and especially the enthusiastic 
assistance provided by our RTOS volunteers. My thanks to all those 
who helped make this a memorable event. Official thank you messages 
have been sent to all. Chris Van Stean and Russ Shaner deserve a 
thank you for sending these out.  We have received many thanks for 
these thank you notes—now do we need to send them another thank 
you note??   
  This month, we are starting our annual fund raising program. As you 
know, membership dues do not cover our costs. This year we are 
seeing an increase both in artist fees and theater rental. Please help.  
If you can not write a check for a million dollars, please consider doing 
as much as you are able. Certainly, at each concert, a few dollars in 
the boxes in the lobby will help.   
Paul A Law, President 
  paullaw018@gmail.com     585-755-4144  

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

  Election Summary 
This year's election is for all four officers plus three Directors for two-year terms ending December 31, 2021.   
Chris Van Stean for President, Bob Bower for Vice-President, Robert Hunter for Treasurer, and Ken Wilson 
for Secretary.  Ted McWharf, Russ Shaner and Ken Veneron are running as Directors for two-year terms.  
Marie Bower, David Higgs and Greg Spring will serve the second year of their current two-year terms.  Paul 
Law will continue on the Board as Past-President.  

Voting Eligibility 
All Regular 2019 and Honorary Members are asked to vote on the Official Ballots that are mailed with your 
copy of the Blower. New 2020 Regular members and all Associate Members will receive blank or voided 
ballots since they are ineligible to vote in this year's election. (Postal regulations that require equal weight for 
all individual mailings is the reason for dummy ballots for members ineligible to vote). 
 

If you are eligible to vote, please refer to the ballot for further instructions.  Details are on the ballot.  Write-in
(s) are acceptable and space is provided on the ballot for this purpose. 

Voting Procedures 
Ballots must be received by the Election Tellers before 10:00PM on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2019 to be valid. A 
ballot box will be available in the Auditorium Center lobby during the Sunday, Nov. 3rd concert, or you may 
mail ballots directly to the Election Teller Gary Brumbaugh, 64 Pen Creek Drive, Webster, NY 14580. 
 

We urge all eligible members to cast their ballots for the candidates of their choice..   



 

 

3 RTOS Blower 

For President - Christine Van Stean 
Chris has appreciated the music of RTOS for many years. A University of Rochester graduate and 
retiree, she worked in human resources for over 20 years in organization development, staff devel-
opment, employee relations, and recruitment. She enjoys organizing activities including working on 
the convention committee. She has served RTOS as Director and Secretary.   
STATEMENT: I would like to continue to use my organizational skills to guide the board and RTOS 
in setting and meeting its goals. My goals include enhancing the infrastructure of the organization, 
increasing publicity and fundraising, and creating enjoyable activities for RTOS members.  

For Secretary - Ken Wilson 
Ken has been an enthusiast of pipe organ music for over 3 years now.  Ken is seeking the office of 
Secretary, his second term as a member of the  RTOS Board.  After experiencing his first concert just 
over 3 years ago, Ken has decided that this genre of music should be preserved at all cost. He also 
appreciates the beauty of the music produced by these incredibly complex instruments. His hobbies 
include tennis, home improvement projects, and baking. 
STATEMENT:  I want to help increase membership in RTOS and strive to enhance the overall visi-
bility of the magnificent theatre organ we have here.  I will do whatever I can to preserve the legacy 
of RTOS for current and future enthusiasts in our community. 

For Vice President - Bob Bower 
Bob has been a RTOS director, AV guy and very active in the recent ATOS convention. Bob re-
turned to RTOS 8 years ago after a long absence of attended concerts in the late 70's and early 
80's. The organ technology has always been a passion of Bob's and he currently has a growing 
pipe organ in his house. Bob's interest in this technology and education in electronics led him down 
the career path of electro-pneumatic control system. Bob is active in the Boy Scouts of America 
and works to generate pipe organ interest with younger people. 
STATEMENT: My desire is to help the organization via program and promotion to attract a larger 
more diverse audience and membership. 

For Director - Ted McWharf 
“As a longtime member of RTOS and current Vice President, Ted currently manages the CD and DVD 
sales table as well as lobby setup, video assistance and photography at our concerts.  He is retired from 
a career in TV broadcasting management and operations.  He currently enjoys his home, RPO, RBTL, 
amusement parks, exercise, travel and dining out.  He was transportation manager at the recently past 
ATOS convention.  
STATEMENT: Membership in RTOS is an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  As a Director, I look 
forward to improving our great organization and keep theatre organ playing for many years to come.” 

For Director - Ken Veneron 
An RTOS member since 1966, Ken has served in numerous elected and volunteer positions over 
the years including President, Treasurer, membership  and programming chair and theatre revamp-
ing. Ken still handles “Blower” mailing.  He was named an Honorary Member of RTOS in 1983.  Ken 
resides in Nunda, NY and is retired from the Town of Henrietta as Deputy Administrator of Public 
Utilities. His hobbies include genealogy, computers, designing web pages, and digital photography.  
STATEMENT: I have served in many roles within RTOS over the years, and look forward to this  
opportunity to continue on the board as a Director.  

For Director - Russ Shaner 
RTOS has been more of a passion than a hobby for Russ for nearly 50 years.  He has served on 
the Board almost continuously since 1979, currently as past President.  Russ continues as Program 
Chair. As part of the 4/23 organ maintenance crew since the 1990s, he has instituted many of the 
updates and improvements made to the 4/23 in recent years.  He also edits, publishes and prints 
our concert programs and served as co-chair of this year’s ATOS Convention. 
STATEMENT: Having “Been there, done that” I look forward to having this opportunity to remain on 
the RTOS board for another term. 

For Treasurer - Robert Hunter 
Robert has been a member of RTOS since the mid 80’s and always wanted to get more involved.  
He teaches electronics at MCC and enjoy volunteering.  He previously served another organization 
as treasurer from 2005 to 2012 where he became proficient with book-keeping methods and soft-
ware.  He also helped the group apply for incorporation and a 501 (C) 3 status.  Bob was appointed 
to succeed Ken Veneron as RTOS treasurer in August of 2018 and is doing an excellent job.   
STATEMENT:  Having completed my first year as treasurer, I look forward to board meetings.  The 
board members are a great group and I enjoy working wih them and helping to perpetuate RTOS.  



 

 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 

 John Ledwon Nov 3       2:30 PM 
 Tim Schramm @ Eisenhart Dec 8       2:30 PM 
Annual meeting will follow Tim’s Christmas show 
 Rob Richards Jan 12      2:30 PM 
 Eastman Bunch Feb 9 2:30 PM 
 Donnie Rankin Apr 5 2:30 PM 
 TBA May?? 2:30 PM 
 Nathan Avakian June 28 2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

Nov 17, Dec 22, Jan 20, Feb 23, Mar 15,  
Apr 19, May 24, Jun 21, Jul 19,  Aug 16,   

Sep 6, Oct 18, Nov 15, Dec 20 

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Listeners welcome.  Come to play, 
or enjoy the music.  

Do you use Facebook? 
Help us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester 
Theatre Organ Society) and 

‘Like’ us. 
Post our concert posters on 

your Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” 

as your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music 
playing.  If everyone drops  $1 
into a donation box at each con-
cert it will pay the yearly cost for 
our publications 

Just $1 RTOS Annual Meeting 

  This year’s annual meeting 
will take place on Sunday De-
cember 8th at the Eisenhart 
Auditorium immediately follow-
ing Tim Schramm’s Holiday 
concert.  The meeting will not 
be long and we urge you to 
stay as your officers and direc-
tors recap the year’s activities. 

  Three manual, full pedal-
board Rodgers 321”Trio”. Excel-
lent candidate for Hauptwerk 
(VTPO) conversion.  Includes 
bench, two speaker cabinets.  
Asking $1000.00 / OBO.   For 
more information please contact 
Paul Law at 585-755-4144 or 
email paullaw018@gmail.com 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

 Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

Box Office: (716) 692-2413.    Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse  

(315) 687-3580     Info:  http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 
 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
(3/28 Kimball) Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 

Info:  Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/ 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
(4/24 Robert Morton) 236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY.  

Box Office (716) 692-2413.   Info/ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/  
 

Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest information for their 
upcoming concerts 

Rodgers Trio  
For Sale 

Its time to Renew! 

  A reminder that membership 
renewal cards were sent with the 
October Blower.  You can renew 
by mail or at upcoming concerts. 


