
 

 

June 2019 Volume 54, Number 8 

Official Newsletter of The Rochester Theater Organ  Society Inc. 

  Ron Rhode has enjoyed a 
long career as a theatre 
organist. He received a 10/10 
top rating from CD Review 
magazine on two of his 
recordings and was named 
Organist of the Year in 1989 by 
the American Theatre Organ 
Society. He has played virtually 
every major theatre organ in 
the world. 
  Ron is a native of Illinois, 
where he began his musical 
career on the piano. He quickly 
advanced to classical pipe 
organ, and in 1968 held his 
first theatre organ job playing 
for roller skating. In 1973 Ron 
moved to Phoenix, Arizona, to 
start a long association with 
the Organ Stop Pizza 
restaurants. In 1975 Ron 
moved to Mesa, Arizona, 
where he held the Featured 
Organist post and played for 
pizza patrons until November 
1986. In July 1988, Ron again 
joined the staff as Associate 
Organist until his retirement in 
2000. In Phoenix, he has been 
the Featured Organist for the 
Orpheum Theatre Foundation's 
Silent Sunday Series, a silent 
movie series, since its 
inception in May 1999. 
  Since leaving the pizza 
parlor on a regular basis, Ron  
completed a Bachelor of 
Education degree in Early 
Childhood Education at 
Arizona State University, and in 
1995 received a Master of 
Elementary Education degree  

 

Ron Rhode 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, June 16, 2019 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

audiences.   
  A longtime RTOS favorite, 
Ron first played here in 1975 
and we take great pleasure in 
welcoming him back to the 
Auditorium Theatre! 

 

Ron Rhode Makes 13th Appearance  
with RTOS 

Do you have closets and 
shelves filled with old theatre 
organ LP records and CDs that 
you no longer play?  Perhaps 
you have transferred your fa-
vorite albums to tape or digit-
ized them on the computer, or 
have simply tired of them but 
you just can’t bring yourself to 
dispense with them.   
  There is a great opportunity 
for you to help these items find 
new homes and help RTOS at 
the same time.  During the up-
coming convention, RTOS will 
operate a ‘store’ where we will 
sell new theatre organ CDs 
along with gently used LPs, 
CDs, and cassette tapes to at-
tendees, all donated by you.   

Please confine your dona-
tions to theatre organ-related 
items that are in good, playable 
condition.  Save your Frank 
Sinatra and Mantovani LPs for 
your summer yard sale.  We 
will have a drop-off area at the 
May and June concerts in the 
lobby.   

We thank you in advance for 
your donations!! 

Are You  
Spring Cleaning? 

Last Chance to Donate 

from Northern Arizona State 
University. 
  Ron continues to perform 
professionally across the 
United States, Canada, Eng-
land, and Australia. He is a 
favorite at American Theatre 
Organ Society annual and 
regional conventions, and has 
more than twenty recordings 
to his credit. 
  After a long career in edu-
cation, Ron is retiring this 
year from his teaching posi-
tion.  In 2017 Ron announced 
plans to retire from perform-
ing theatre organ concerts.  
However, partly due to urging 
from his many admirers, he  
has decided to continue to 
share his great talent with his  
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 

(585) 468-1052 
423rtos@rochester.rr.com 

 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Assoc.: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

President’s Letter 

Today was a very special day for me.  One of the 
aspects of theatre organ that I enjoy the most is silent 
film presentation.  Silents were what gave birth to the 
theatre organ and were what inspired Wurlitzer and 
others to create the amazing instruments we still enjoy 
today.  I sat entranced in the beautiful Auditorium 
Theatre listening to Clark Wilson as he played our 
magnificent RTOS - Grierson 4/23 Wurlitzer for one of 

Harold Lloyd’s most requested feature films, The Freshman.  I couldn’t 
stop thinking that it just doesn’t get any better than this.  Widely 
acclaimed as this generation’s top practitioner of the art of silent film 
accompaniment, Clark brought every second of the film to life.  To 
paraphrase the unforgettable Norma Desmond in the film Sunset 
Boulevard, “We didn’t need dialogue; we had faces -- and Wurlitzers”. 

Another highlight of the day was the quality of the projection.  The 
movie itself was projected in HD and is a beautiful restoration with no 
jerkiness or scratches that often detract from their enjoyment.  While 
some aspects of our video system are still being tweaked, today we 
were able to achieve a larger screen image, still with plenty of 
brightness.  Bob Bower previewed our newest camera which has 
remote control and will be placed at the balcony rail.  Roger Wood has 
built a much improved mounting for the over the keyboards camera.  
Look for these features to debut at the June Ron Rhode concert. 

At our most recent board meeting we accepted the resignation from 
the board of John Lukes due to personal and family obligations.  I 
sincerely thank John for his insight and his many contributions during 
his time as a director.  John had also been serving as treasurer for the 
upcoming ATOS convention and is largely responsible for developing 
the budget for the event.  John and I have spent countless hours 
during the past three years creating this budget.  Thank you John. 

The convention committee has appointed Marie Bower (Bob 
Bower’s Mom) to take John’s place as convention treasurer.  We 
sincerely thank her for accepting this job.  Also at the May 21 meeting 
the board voted unanimously to name Marie as an interim  RTOS 
director.  Welcome aboard, Marie. 

And, speaking of the Convention, it truly is upon us.  The 
committee has put tremendous effort into this event.  My co-chair Russ 
Shaner, myself and our core committee, Chris Van Stean, Ted 
McWharf and Marie Bower continue to meet weekly and communicate 
by phone and email daily as we iron out the unending list of details 
required to host 400 people and take them on journeys to Elmira, 
Buffalo, North Tonawanda and Niagara Falls.  We thank all of the 
RTOS volunteers who have stepped up to assist in the many jobs, 
large and small.  Note that there is still time to sign up for the 
convention.   

This is the last Blower you will receive this spring.  I hope to see 
you for Ron Rhode on June 16 and I wish you all a safe and enjoyable 
summer.  We will see you in October. 

    Paul A. Law 
    paullaw018@gmail.com  
    585-755-4144  

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? 
Help us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” 

as your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music play-
ing.  If everyone drops  $1 into a dona-
tion box at each concert it will pay the 
yearly cost for our publications 

Just $1 
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Last Call for the 2019 ATOS Convention 
by Russ Shaner 

USA and abroad, all coming 
together to make this a spec-
tacular week in Western New 
York.  Other activities include a 
seminar presented by Eastman 
School of Music professor and 
historian Vince Lenti that will 
chronicle the Eastman School’s 
famous theatre organ classes 
of the 1920s.   
There are several provided 
meals, two no-host cocktail 
parties and an optional gala 
banquet preceding the July 4th 
fireworks In downtown Roches-
ter.  In North Tonawanda we 
will stop by the famous 
Wurlitzer building for a photo 
opportunity and enjoy free wine 
tasting in Geneva on the way 
to Elmira. 
  For further information and 
registration, please go to the 
ATOS Convention website at: 
 

WWW.ATOS.ORG/Convention 
 

You may also contact the con-
vention registrar , Bob Bower 
at:  registration@atos.org 
Or call 585-301-6262  

  Have you signed up for the 
2019 ATOS Annual 
Convention which is being 
hosted by RTOS and will be 
headquartered in Rochester 
beginning on June 30th and 
ending on July 4th?  There is 
still time for you to join in the 
fun.  Although the Sunday 
Preglow and Friday Afterglow 
are sold out, you can still 
register for the main events.   
  Attendees will hear three 
concerts on the RTOS-
Grierson 4/23 Wurlitzer, two 
on the legendary Shea’s 
Buffalo 4/28 Wurlitzer, and 
two on the recently expanded 
Clemens Center 4/31 Marr & 
Colton/Wurlitzer in Elmira.  
Additionally we will hear the 
3/16 Wurlitzer at the Riviera 
Theatre in North Tonawanda, 
the RTOS 3/12 Wurlitzer at 
the Eisenhart Auditorium and 
the historic Hope- Jones 3/13 
Opus 2 at Rochester’s First 
Universalist Church.   
  The artist line-up features 
world-class artists from the  

Convention Programs 
Open to the Public 

  For those unable to attend 
the entire convention, two con-
certs will be open to the public.  
  The July 3rd evening pro-
gram at the Clemens Center in 
Elmira which will feature David 
Peckham performing with the 
Paragon Ragtime Orchestra.  
Showtime is 7PM. General ad-
mission tickets may be pur-
chased at the box office the 
day of the show for $20.00. 
  The July 4th closing concert 
at the Auditorium Theatre fea-
turing Walt Strony will begin at 
2:15PM.  Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door for $20.00. 
Children under 12 and students 
with school ID admitted free. 

Walt Strony to Perform 
July 4 Closing Concert  

Dave Wickerham will not be 
able to perform on July 4 due 
to his wife’s illness. Walt Strony 
will perform the convention 
closing concert in his place.  
Please keep Rhonda and Dave 
in your thoughts and prayers. 

RTOS At the Movies 
Photos by Ted McWharf 

Clark Wilson introduces The Freshman 
starring Harold Lloyd 



 

 

Rochester Theater 
Organ Society 
P.O. Box 17114 
Rochester, NY 14617-0114 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
Rochester, NY 14692 

Permit No. 190 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

 Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
Upcoming:  Donnie Rankin, 6/5/19 (7:30 PM),    Greg Gurtner, 8/7/19 (7:30 PM) 

Free -  donations accepted 
 
 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  

Info:  http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 
 
 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 

Info:  (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/ 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. 

 Info/ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
 

Please visit the websites for these venues for the latest information for 
their upcoming 2019 - 2020 concert season 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 

  Ron Rhode Jun 16 2:30 PM 
 

Due to the unavailability of the Auditorium this Sep-
tember, the RTOS concert series will commence on 
Sunday, October 13.  We are currently in the pro-
cess of booking the artists and dates for the upcom-
ing 2019 - 2020 concert season. 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

               Jul 21    Sep 15        Nov 17 
 Jun 9    Aug 18   Oct 20      Dec 22 
      

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.  

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean, Secretary 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Bob Bower, Director 
Marie Bower, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director, Programs 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 
Ken Veneron, Director, Membership 
Ken Wilson, Director 

Baldwin CT100 Orgasonic 
purchased new in the 70’s. 
Everything on it works.  All 
electronic, no tubes.  The 
person or group interested 
in obtaining this organ 
would need to supply the 
mover at their expense to 
move it from my home to 
the new home.  Please 
contact Bruce Holroyd at 
585-953-2051 or 
BAHolroyd@aol.com 

Free to Good Home 

Pedal Stops 
Diaphone 16 
Bourdon 16 
Flute 8 
Piano Bass 
 
Accompaniment Stops 
Horn Diapason 8 
Flute 8 
Tibia Clausa 8 
Dulciana 8 
Tuba 8 
Flute 4 
Violin 4 

Percussion Stops 
Marimba 
Mandolin 
Banjo 
Solo Piano 
Vibra Harp 
Harp Celeste 
String 
Chimes 
 
Also has 
Bass Drum, Brush, Cymbal, 
Clave, Snare Drum, Temple Block 
Wood Block, Bongo, Snare Drum 

Solo Stops 
Tibia 16 
Post Horn 16 
Muted Reed 16 
Tibia 8 
Salicional 8 
Saxophone 8 
Clarinet 8 
Oboe 8 
Kinura 8 
Tibia 4 
Salicet 4 
Quint Flute 2 2/3 
Piccolo 2 


