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  Justin Stahl is a native of 
Beech Grove, IN.  Beginning at 
age five with encouragement 
from his great-grandfather, 
Justin was mostly self-taught in 
piano and organ.  His passion 
for music has reached many 
venues that have included 
teaching/accompanying for 
several choral departments, 
playing for community theatre, 
and serving for over sixteen 
years in the Indiana Army 
National Guard's 38th Infantry 
Division Band. 
  Justin has entertained 
thousands of patrons of the 
Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra in the last eight 
productions of their annual 
Yuletide Celebration, playing  

 

Justin Stahl 
Auditorium Theatre  

885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, April 14, 2019 

 2:00 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

the Wurlitzer pipe organ 
installed at the Hilbert Circle 
Theatre.  Theatre organ has 
always been a passion of 
Justin's and has taken him to 
performance venues across 
the world, including a five-city 
tour of Australia. 
  A graduate of Marian 
University-Indianapolis with a 
Bachelor's degree in piano 
performance, Justin presently 
serves as director of choirs for 
Pleasant Local Schools in 
Marion, OH, teaching students 
from 6th-12th grade.  His 
approach and philosophy 
includes the continued 
promotion of the theatre organ 
by using a wide base of 
musical genres.   
  RTOs takes great pleasure 
in welcoming Justin back for 
his encore Rochester 
performance. 

 

Justin Stahl Returns For Our April Concert 
Note: (Earlier) 2:00 PM Start Time 

Membership News 
by Ken Veneron 

  Oops...did you forget to re-
new for the 2019 membership 
year?  Please look at the sec-
ond line of the mailing label.  If 
it has the word "EXPIRED" on 
it, if you do nothing this will be 
your final Blower that RTOS 
will send to you.   
  However, if you want to re-
new you may do it online or at 
the Membership Table at the 
April concert.  

Do you have closets and 
shelves filled with theatre or-
gan LP records and CDs that 
you no longer play?  Perhaps 
you have transferred your fa-
vorite albums to tape or digit-
ized them on the computer, or 
have simply tired of them but 
you just can’t bring yourself to 
dispense with them.   

There is a great opportunity 
for you to help these items find 
new homes and help RTOS at 
the same time.  During the up-
coming convention, RTOS will 
operate a ‘store’ where we will 

Are You Spring Cleaning? 

sell new theatre organ CDs 
along with gently used LPs, 
CDs, and cassette tapes to 
attendees, all donated by you.   

Please confine your dona-
tions to theatre organ-related 
items that are in good, playa-
ble condition.  Save your 
Frank Sinatra and Mantovani 
LPs for your summer yard 
sale.  We will have a drop-off 
area at the upcoming April, 
May and June concerts in the 
lobby.   

We thank you in advance 
for your donations!! 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 
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Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 
(585) 468-1052 

423rtos@rochester.rr.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
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Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
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Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
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Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

A Letter from your President 

     As I write this it is sunny and cold and tomorrow is 
the first day of Spring.  In no time at all it will be June 
30th and the 2019 ATOS Annual Convention hosted 
by RTOS will be in full swing.   
      Many of us have been fully occupied in planning 
this event - weekly meetings with much homework in 
between.  As of today (3/19) there are 348 registered 
and we expect the final number to approach 400.   
     Remember that this is not an RTOS event.  It is an 

ATOS convention.  Two of the concerts will be open to the public - the 
7:00 pm program on July 3rd at the Clemens Center in Elmira featuring 
David Peckham at the 4/31 Marr & Colton/Wurlitzer along with the 
Paragon Ragtime Orchestra is a public concert.  Tickets may be 
purchased at the Clemens Center box office the day of the 
performance.  The closing concert of the convention on Thursday 
afternoon, July 3rd on the RTOS-Grierson organ at the Auditorium 
Theatre featuring an RTOS favorite, Dave Wickerham will also be open 
to the public.  Tickets may be purchased the day of the concert.  

However, if you wish to attend the full convention and enjoy all 
three concerts at the Auditorium along with two concerts at the Shea’s 
Buffalo theatre, one at North Tonawanda’s Riviera Theatre and two at 
the Clemens center in Elmira you must register.  You can do so by 
going online to: https://www.atos.org/convention 

 Those who have volunteered to help during the convention are 
encouraged to stay for a short informational meeting immediately 
following our April 14th concert. 

Please note the earlier start time of 2:00 PM for t he April 14th 
concert. 
                  Paul A. Law 
                  paullaw018@gmail.com  

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help 
us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit  our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post  our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon?  

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society ” as 

your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music playing.  
If everyone drops  $1 into a donation box 
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost 
for the Blower & Concert Programs.  

Just $1 

2018-2019 Fund Drive Donors: Thank You! 

Guardian ($500+) 
Thomas A. Brewer 
Patricia M. Gaglio 
Robert Hunter 
Dr. Paul A. Law 
Russell E. Shaner 
 
President’s Circle ($250-499) 
Bruce & Marilyn Burkey 
Peter M. Depew 
Christopher Haag 
Christine Van Stean 
Kenneth Veneron 
 
Benefactor ($100-$249) 
Robert Bower 
Garth E. Brokaw 
Frances L. Burns 

James D. Clifford 
John Dunham 
Gordon J. Estey 
Clara S. Firth 
William S. Galloway 
Robert E. Green 
E.M. Haag 
Gary D. Haines 
Norman L. Horton 
Barbara Mestler 
Ronald C. Moffatt 
Glen G. & Shirley Roat 
Larry D. Smith 
Patricia Southcombe 
John L. Straway 
Dennis Unks 
Roger Wood 
Morene Wright 



 

 

3 RTOS Blower 

Like Changing Rochester, What to Do With Our Wurlitzers? 
by Bob Bower 

wants to come to a performance 
and learn how to play and/or 
maintain them?  I don’t have an 
answer, but I know having only 
traditional concerts will not do it.  
The solution, whatever it ends up 
being, must come from the youth.  
We need to reach out to schools, 
we need to talk with our grandkids 
and great-grandkids.  We need to 
invite them in, show them what 
the organ is.  Let them play with it, 
understanding fully something will 
get broken.  Then we teach them 
how to fix it.  We need to listen to 
what they want to use these 
mighty instruments for, we need 
to try and make that a reality for 
them.  They need to make these 
instruments theirs and we need to 
embrace their changes.  
  Doing nothing to change will 
only end like the second picture. 

  I have two pictures hanging in 
my home, and one got me think-
ing about the other.  The first is a 
drone picture taken of downtown 
Rochester.  We are a city with a 
big history that has gone through 
drastic change.  I see things that 
have been repurposed to make 
them useful for the people that 
live here today. 
  In the foreground of the picture 
we have the Mercury Statue, a 
hallmark of the Rochester skyline.  
Created in 1881 for the William S. 
Kimball Tobacco Factory, it is 
now atop the Aqueduct Building.  
To the right the Broad Street 
Bridge opened in 1886 as the aq-
ueduct that allowed the Erie Ca-
nal to cross the Genesee River.  
In 1918 the Erie Canal was re-
routed to the south and the city 
repurposed the basin for a pas-
senger rail service over the river.  
In 1956 the passenger rail was 
discontinued, and the basin was 
caped to create the current motor 
vehicle bridge.  The rail continued 
to be an underground freight de-
livery system till 1970. 
  Also visible are the corporate 
headquarters for a couple Roch-
ester giants of the past: Xerox 
and Bausch and Lomb.  They 
have now been vacated by those 

Thank You! (continued) 

Sponsor ($50-99) 
John Auer 
Brad A. Bovenzi 
Dale S. Butts 
Margaret Compton 
James R. Dalberth 
Peter Depew 
Richard & Kay Frenz 
Roger & Bonnie Howlett 
Edgar Jorolemon 
John & Phyllis Krest 
David W. Lewis 
Barbara A. Paulick 

Tommie Richenderfer 
Greg Spring 
Louis J. Volino 
Elizabeth Weber-Worden 
 
Patron ($25-49) 
Joseph Balconi 
Robert Becker 
M/M Edgar H. Borkhuis 
Charles E. Briggs 
Robert Clark 
Laurence Feasel 
Sandra Galantz 

David Gaudieri 
Alex Heinonen 
Donald W. Jermyn 
Jack Kellogg 
Bill & Sheila Limburg 
Dick Mendal 
Janet Miller 
Dorothy A. Schulz 
Carolyn S. Selbig 
 
Friend ($10-24) 
Lawrence Tyndall 
Philip H. Williams 

companies.  The buildings are 
currently being leased by devel-
opers for smaller businesses 
and high-end downtown living. 
  The second picture speaks 
for itself: a church and an organ 
falling into decay.  Rotting with 
no purpose for a congregation 
that no longer exists.  This is 
where our Wurlitzer organs 
come into the story.  We know 
why they were built and how 
great they are.  But, silent mov-
ies are well in the past and the 
audiences that would come fill 
the Auditorium Theater when I 
was a kid are passing away.  
The great artists of the past are 
gone and the younger artists of 
today can’t make a full-time 
wage on their performances. 
  How do we repurpose these 
organs such that a 14-year-old  
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UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

 Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
Upcoming:  Robert Hull, 4/3/19 (7:30 PM). Free -  d onations accepted  

 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  

Info:  http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 
 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 

Info:  (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/ 
Upcoming:  Clark Wilson, 4/5/19 (7:30 PM), Lance Lu ce, 5/10/19 (7:30 PM) 

 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. 

 Info/ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
Upcoming: Alex Jones, 4/7/19 (2:00 PM) 

 
Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for 

their upcoming 2019 concert season 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 
  Justin Stahl Apr 14 2:00 PM  
  Clark Wilson - Silent Movie May 26 2:30 PM 
  Ron Rhode Jun 16 2:30 PM 
 

 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

 Apr 28      Jul 21      Oct 20  
 May 19     Aug 18     Nov 17 
 Jun 9       Sep 15     Dec 22 

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.  

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean, Secretary 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Bob Bower, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
John Lukes, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director, Programs 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 
Ken Veneron, Director, Membership 
Ken Wilson, Director 

Baldwin CT100 Orgasonic 
purchased new in the 70’s. 
Everything on it works.  All 
electronic, no tubes.  The 
person or group interested 
in obtaining this organ 
would need to supply the 
mover at their expense to 
move it from my home to 
the new home.  Please 
contact Bruce Holroyd at 
585-953-2051 or 
BAHolroyd@aol.com 

Free to Good Home 

Pedal Stops 
Diaphone 16 
Bourdon 16 
Flute 8 
Piano Bass 
 
Accompaniment Stops 
Horn Diapason 8 
Flute 8 
Tibia Clausa 8 
Dulciana 8 
Tuba 8 
Flute 4 
Violin 4 

Percussion Stops 
Marimba 
Mandolin 
Banjo 
Solo Piano 
Vibra Harp 
Harp Celeste 
String 
Chimes 
 
Also has 
Bass Drum, Brush, Symbol, 
Clave, Snare Drum, Temple Block 
Wood Block, Bongo, Snare Drum 

Solo Stops 
Tibia 16 
Post Horn 16 
Muted Reed 16 
Tibia 8 
Salicional 8 
Saxophone 8 
Clarinet 8 
Oboe 8 
Kinura 8 
Tibia 4 
Salicet 4 
Quint Flute 2 2/3 
Piccolo 2 


